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inculcate, and with which that divine Philofopher al-
ways afled. I fliall only add, that Erafmus who was an
unbigotted Roman-Catholick, was fo much tranfported
with tiiis Paflage of Socrates, that he could fcarce for-
bear looking upon him as a Saint, and defiring him to
pray for him; eras that ingenious and learned Writer
has expreffed himfelf in a much more lively Manner :
When 1 refieS onfuch a Speech pronouncedbyfuch a Per-
fon, canfcarce forbear cryisig out, Sanfte Socrates,
ora pro nobis. O holy Socrates, prayfor us. L

N® 214. Monday™ November”.

Perierunt tempora longi Juv.
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happy Condition of the trading Part of Mankind,

who fuffer by want of Punfluality in the Dealings of
Perfons above them ; but there is a Set of Men who are
much more tlie Objefts of Companion than even thofe,
and thefe are the Dependants on great Men, whom they
are pleafed to take under their Proteftion as fuch as
are to lhare in their Friendlhip and Favour. Thefe in-
deed, as well from the Homage that is accepted from
them, as the Hopes which are given to them, are be-
come a Sortof Creditors ; and thefe Debts, being Debts
of Honour, ought, according to the accuftomed Maxim,
to be firfl difeharged.

WHEN | fpeak of Dependants, | would not be un-
derftood to mean thofe who are worthlefs in themfelvcs,
or who, without any Call, w'ill prefs into the Company
of their Betters. Nor, when | fpeak of Patrons, do | mean
thofe who either have it not in their Power, or have no
Obligation to afllll their Friends; but | fpeak of fuch
l.eagues where there is Power and Obligation on the one
Part, and Merit and Expeftation on tin; <

Hs TIIF,

I Did fome time ago lay before the World the un-
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TH E Divifion of Patron and Client, may, | be-
lieve, include a Third of our Nation ; the Want of
Merit and real Worth in the Client, will ftrike out
about Ninety Nine in a Plundred of thefe 5 and the
Want of Ability in Patrons, as many of that Kind.
But however, I muft beg Leave to fay, that he who
will take up another’s Time and Fortune in his Ser-
vice, tho’ he has no Profpeft of rewarding his Me-
rit towards him, is as unjuft in his Dealings as he who
takes up Goods of a Tradefman without Intention
or Ability to pay him. Of the few of the Clafs which
I tliink fit to confider, there are not two in ten who
fucceed , infomuch that I know a Man of good Senfe
who put his Son to a Black-fmith, tho’ an Offer was
1made him of liisbeing received as a Page to a Man of
Quality. There are not more Cripples come out o'f
the Wars than there are from thofe great Services; feme
through Difeontent lofe their Speech, fome their Me-
mories, others their Senfes or their Lives and I fel-
dom fee a Man thoroughly difeontented, but I conclude
he has had the Favour of fome great Man-. | have
known offuch as have been for twenty Years together
within a Month of a good Employment, _but never
arrived at the Happinefs of being polTcfted of any
Thing.

T H E R E is nothing more ordinapr, than that aMan
who is got into a confiderable Station, lliall immedi-
ately alter his Manner of treating all his Friends, and
from that Moment he is to deal with you as if he were
your Fate. You are no longer to be confulted, even
in Matters which concern your felf; but your Patron
is of a Species above you, and a free Communi-
cation with you is not to be expefted. This perhaps
may be your Condition all the while he bears Office,
and when that is at an end, you are as intimate as
ever you were, and he will take it very ill if you
keep the Diftance he preferibed you towards him
in his Grandeur. One would think this fhould be a
Behaviour a Man could fall into with the word Grace
imaginable ; but they who know the World have
feen it more than once. | have often, with fccrct
Pity, heard the fame Man who has profeffed his Ab-

horrence
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horrence agalnft all Kind of paffive Behaviour, lofe Mi-
nutes, Hours, Days, and Years in a fruitlefs Atten-
dance on one who had no Inclination to befriend
him. It is very much to be regarded, that the Great
have one particular Privilege above the reft of the
World, ofbeing Slow in receiving Impreffions of Kind-
nefs, and quick in taking Offence. The Elevation above
the reft of Mankind, except in very great Minds, makes
Men fo giddy, that they do not fee after the fame man-
ner they did before : Thus they defpife their own Friends,
and ftrive to extend their Intereft to new Pretenders. By
this means it often happens, that when you come to
know how you loft fuch an Employment, you will find
the Man who got it never dreamed ofit; but, forfooth,
he was to be furprifed into it, or perhaps folicited to re-
ceive it. Upon fuch Occafions as thefe a Man may per-
haps grow out of humour; if you are fo, all Mankind
will fall in with the Patron, and you are an Humourift
and untraftable if you are capable ofbeing four at a Dif-
appointment: But it is the fame thing, whether you do
or do not refent ill Ufage, you will be ufed after the
fame manner; as fome good Mothers will be fure to
whip their Children till they cry, and then whip them
for crying. '

TH EIf Bare but two Ways of doing any thing with
great People, and thofe are by making your felf either
confiderable or agreeable: The former is not to be at-
tained but by finding a Way to live without them, or con-
cealing that you want them; the latter is only by falling
into their Tafte and Pleafures ; This is of all the Em-
ployments in the world the moft fervile, except it hap-
pens to be of your own natural Humour. For to be
agreeable to another, cfpccially if he be above you, is

.not to be poffeffed of fuch Qualities and Accomplifh-

ments as lhould render you agreeable in your felf,
but fuch as make you agreeable in refpeft to him. An
Imitation of his Faults or a Compliance, if not Sub-
fcrvience, to his Vices, muft be the Meafurcs of your
Condudl.

WHEN it comes to that, the unnatural State a.
Man lives in, when his Patron pleafes, is endedj and
his Guilt and Complaifancc arc objefted to him, tho’'

the
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the Man who rejefls him for his Vices was not only his
Partner but Seducer. Thus the Client (like a young
Woman who has given up the Innocence which made
her cliarming) has not only loft his Time, but alfo the
Virtue which could render him capable of relenting the
Injury which is done him.

I T would be endlefs to recount the Tricks of turning
you off from themfelves to Perfons who have lefs Power
to ferve you, the Art of being forry for fuch an unac-
countable Accident in your Behaviour, that fuch a one
(who, perhaps, has never heard of you) oppofes your Ad-

ancement j and ifyou have any thing more than ordinary

you, you are flattered with a Whifper, that ’tis no
Wonder People are fo flow in doing for a Man of your
I'alents and the like.

A FT ER all this Treatment, | muft ftill add the plea-
fanteft Infolence ofall, which | have once or twice feen ;
to wit. That when a Ally Rogue has thrown away one
Part in three of his Life in unprofitable Attendance, it is
taken wonderfully ill that he withdraws, and is refolved
to employ the reft for himfelf.

W HEN we confider thefe Things, and refleft upon
fo many honeft Natures (which one, who makes Obfer-
vation of whaUpaffes, may have feen) that have mifcar-
ried by fuch fort of Applications, it is too melancholy a
Scene to dwell upon ; therefore | ihall take another Op-
portunity to difcourfe of good Patrons, and diftinguifli
lucli as have donetheir Duty to thofe who have dej*nded
upon them, and were not able to aft without their Fa-
vour. Worthy Patrons are like Plato'i Guardian Angels,
who are always doing good to their Wards; but negligent
Patrons are like Epicurus's Gods, that lie lolling on the
Clouds, and inftead of Bleffmgs pour down Storms and
Tcmpefts on the Heads of thole that are offering Incenfe
to them. T
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