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'— Ingenuas didicijfe Jideliter artes
Emollit mores, necJinit ejfe feras.- Ovid.

Confider an human Soul without Education like

Marble in the Quarry, which ihews none of its inhe-

rent Beauties, 'till the Skill ofthe PolKher fetches out
tlie Colours, makes the Surface fhine and difcovers every
ornamental Cloud, Spot, and Vein that runs through the
Body ofit. Education, after the fame manner, when it
wor” upon a noble Mind, draw”~ut to View every latent
Virtue and Perfedion, which without fuch Helps arc
never able to make their Appearance.

I F my Reader will give me leave to change the Allu-
fion fo foon upon him, | (hall make ufe of the fame
Inftance to illuftrate the Force of Education, which
AriftotU has brought to explain his Doarine of Sub-
ftantial Forms, when he tells us that a Statue lies hid m
a Block of Marble ; and that the Art ofdie Statuary only
clears away the fuperfluous Matter, and removes the
Rubbilh. The Figure is in the Stone, the Sculptor only
finds it. What Sculpture is to a Block ofMarble, Educa-
tion is to an human Soul, The Philofopher, the Saint,
or the Hero, the Wife, the Good, or the Great Man,
very often lie hid and concealed m a Plebeian, which a
proper Education might have dif-interred, and hive
brought to light. 1 am therefore much delighted with
readhig the Accounts of favage Nations, and with con-
templating thofe Virtues which are lyild and uncultiva-
ted ; to fee Courage exerting it felf m Fiercenefs, Reio-
lution in Obftinacy, Wifdom in Cunning, Patience m
Sullennefs and Defpair. jrr

E N 'S Paffions operate varioufly, and appear m aif-
ferent Kinds of Aaions, according as they are more or
lefsreaified and fway'd When one hea™
of Negroes, who upon the Deatlx of their Miller., or up-
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on changing tlieir Service hang themfelves upon the next
Tree, as it frequently happens in our American Plantati-
ons, who can forbear admiring their Fidelity, tho’ it ex
preffes it felfin fo dreadful a manner ? What might not
that ravage Greatnefs of Soul which appears jp thefe elelel s
Wretches on many Occafions, be raifed to, were it rightly
cultivateq 9 And what Colour of Excule can there Be
for the Cmitempt with which we treat this Part of our
Species ? That we ihould not put them upon the common
foot of Humanity, that we fliould only fet an infignifi-
cant Fine upon the Man who murders them ; nay that
we mould, as much as in us lies, cut them offfrom the
Profpeas of Happinefs m another World as well as in
this, and deny them that which we look upon as the
proper Means for attaining it ?

SINCE | am engaged on this Subjea, | cannot
forbear mentioning a Story which | have latelv heard
and which is fo well attelled, that | have no mLnerof
reafon to fufpefl the Truth ofit. | may call ita kind of
wild Tragedy that paffed about twelve Years a<ro at St
Chriftophers, one of our Brlitifi Leeward HlanSs The
Negroes, who were the Perfons concerned in it, were all of
them the Slaves of a Gentleman who is now in Rnrland.

TH 1S Gentleman among his Negroes had a young
Woman, who was looked uponas a moil extraordinary
BeaiUy by thofe of her own Complexion. Lie had .at
the fame time two young Fellows who were likewife
Negroes and Slaves, remarkable for the Comelinefs
of their Perfons, and for die. Eriendfiiip which they
bore to one another. It unfortunately happened that
both of them fell in love with the Female Negro
rfbove-mentioned, who would have been very glad to
have taken either of them for her Husband, provided
they could agree between themfelves which fhould be
the Man. But they were both fo pnffionately in love
with her, that neither of them could think of giving
her up to his Rival; and at the fame time were fo
true to one another, th.at neither of them would think
of egaming her without his Friend’'s Confent. The
Torments of thefe two Lovers were the Difeourfe of
the Famdy to which they belonged, who could not
forbear obfervmg the ilrange-Cojiiplicr.tion of Faffions
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which perplexed the Hearts of the poor Negroes, that
often dropped Expreffions of the Uneafinefs they un-
derwent, and how impoflible it was for either of them
ever to be happy,

AFTER along Struggle between Love and Friend-
fliip. Truth and Jealoufy, they one Day took a Walk to-
gether into a Wood, carrying their Miftrefs along with
them ; Where, after Abundance of Lamentations, they
ftabbed her to the Heart, ofv.'hich {he immediately died.
A Slave, who was at his Work not £ir from the Place
where this aftonifhing Piece of Cruelty was committed,
hearing the Shrieks of the dying Perfon, ran to fee what
was the Occafion of them.” He there difcOvered the Wo-
man lying dead upon the Ground, with the two Negroes
on each & e of her, kiffing the dead Corps, weeping over
it, and beating their Breafts in the utmofl. Agonies of
Griefand Defpair. He immediately ran to the EnguUJh
Family with the Nervs of what he had feen ; who upon
coming to the Place faw the Woman dead, and the two
Negroes expiring by her with Wounds they had ™ ca
themfelves,

W E fee in this amazing Inllance of Barbarity, what
ftrange Diforders are bred in the Minds of thofe Men
whole PalTions are not regulated by Virtue, and difei-
plined by Reafoh. Tho’ the Aftion which I liave recited
ISin it felf full of Guilt and Horror, it proceeded from
a Temper of Mind which might have produced very
noble Fruits, had it been informed and guided by a
fJTtahlc Education.

I T is therefore an unfpeakable BlefTing to be born in
thofe Parts of the World where Wifdom and Knowledge
flourilli; tho’ it muft be confefs'd, there are, even in thefe
Parts, feveral poor uninftrufted Perfons, who are but little
above’ the Inhabitants of thofe Nations of which | have
been here fpeaking.; as thofe who have had the Advan-
tages of a more liberal Education, rife above one ano-
ther by feveral diilcrent Degrees of Perfeftion. -For to
return to our Statue in the Block of Marble, we fee it
fometiraes only begun to be chipped, fometimes rough-
liewn, and but juft sketched into an human Figurej fome-
times we fee the Man appearing diftinftly in all his .Limbs
and Features, fometimfes v/sTmd the Figure wrought up
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