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to a great Elegancy, but feldom meet with any to which 
the Hand of a Phidias or Praxiteles could not give feve- 
cd nice Touches and Finilhings.

D I S C O U R S E S  o f Morality, and Reflexions upon, 
human Nature, are the bell Means we can make ufe of
to improve our Minds, and gain a true Knowledge o f our 
felves, and confequentfy to recover our Souls out o f the
V ice, Ignorance, and Prejudice,which naturally cleave to 
them. I have all along profell my felfin this Paper a 
Promoter of thcfe great Ends ; and I  flatter my felf that 
I  do from Day to Day contribute fomething to the po- 
lilhing o f Mens Minds : at leall my Defign is laudable, 
whatever the Execution may be. I  mull confels I am not 
a little encouraged in it by many Letters which I receive 
from unknown Hands, in Approbation of my Endeavours; 
and mull take this Opportunity o f returning myThanks to 
thofe who write them, and excufing my felf for not in- 
ferting feveral o f them in my Papers, which I  am fenfible 
would be a very great Ornament to them. Should I 
publilh the Praifes which are fo well penned, they would 
do Honour to the Perfons who write them, but my pub- 
lilhing of them would I  fear be a fulHcient Inllance to 
the World that I did not deferve them. Q

216. Wednefday^ Novem ber y.

Siquidem hercle pojjis, n il prius, neque fortius ;
V ’.rum Ji incipies, nequeperficies na’viter,
Mque, ubi pati non poteris, cum nemo expetet, 
InfeBd pace, ultra ad earn nienies, indicans 
‘l e  asnare, &  ferre non pojfe : Adlum eji, ilicet, 
P e r ijli: eludet, ubi te ’viilum fenferit. Ter.

S I R .
To Mr.  S p e c t a t o r .

T  H I S  is to inform you, that Mr. Freeman had no—  / — f  ilclU n o
fooner taken Coach, but his Lady was taken with 
a terrible Fit o f the Vapours, which ’ tis feared 

Will make her mifcarry, i f  not e.idanger her L ife ; there-
‘ fore.

yc
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‘  fore, dear Sir, i f  you know of any Receipt that is g(Md 
‘ againft this falhionable reigning Diftemper, be pleafed 
‘ to communicate it for the Good of the Publick, and 
‘ you will oblige

Tours, ,
A . N  0 E w  I 1.1-

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

T H  E Uproar was fo great affoon as I  had read the 
Speflator concerning Mrs. Freeman,  ̂ that after 

many Revolutions in her Temper, o f raging, fwoon- 
ing, railing, fainting, pitying her felf, and reviling her 
Husband, upon an accidental coming in o f a neighbour­
ing Lady (who fays flie has writ to you alfo) Ihe had 
nothing left for it but to fall in a Fit. I had the H o­
nour to read the Paper to her, and have a pretty good 
Command of my Countenance and Temper on 
Occafions ; and foon found my hiftorical Name ^

' Tgm Meggot in your Writings, but concealed my felf 
till I faw how it affefted Mrs. Freeman. She 1°°^™

' frequently at her Husband, as often at me ; and fhe did 
not tremble as Ihe filled Tea, till (became to the Cir- 

' cumftance of Armjlrong's writing out a Piece of luliy 
' for an Opera Tunc : Then (heburft out. She was
' fed, (he was deceived, fhe was wronged and abufed. The
' Tea-Cup was thrown in the F ire; and without t^ in g  
' Vengeance on her Spoufe, (he faid o f me. That I  was 
‘ a pretending Coxcomb, a Medlcr that knew not what 
‘ it was to interpofe in fo nice an Affair as between a 
‘ Man and his Wife. T o  which Mr. Freeman, Madam, 
‘ were I lefs fond o f you than I am, I (hould not have 
‘  taken this W ay of writing to the S p e c t a t o r , to 
‘  inform a Woman whom God and Nature has placed 
‘ under my Direftion, with what I rcqueft of her; but 
‘ fmce you are fo indifcreet as not to take the Hint 
‘ which I gave you in that Paper, I  mull tell you, M:^ 
* dam, in fo many Words, that you have for a long and 
* tedious Space of Time aiSlcd a Part unfuitable to the 
‘  Senfe you ought to have of the Subordination in which. 
‘ you are placed. And I mull acquaint you once for all, 
‘  that the Fellow without, ha. Tom! (here the Footman 
‘ entered and anfwered Madam) Sirrah don’t you know

‘ mjr
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' my Voice ; look upon me when I  fpeak to you : I  fay> 
' Madam, this Fellow here is to know o f me my felf> 
' whether I am at Leifure to fee Company or not. I  am> 
' from this Hour, Mailer o f this Houle i and my Bufmefs 
' in it, and every where elfe, is to behave my felfin fuch 
' -a Manner, as it lliall be hereafter an Honour to you to 
' bear my Nam e; and your. Pride, that you are the De- 
‘ light, the Darling and Ornament o f a Man of Honour,
' uleful and ellecmed by his F ried s ; and I no longer 
' one that has buried fome Merit in the World, in Com- 
' pliance to a froward Humour which lias grown upon 
‘ an agreeable Woman by his Indulgence. M r. Freeman 
' ended this with aTendernefs in his Afpedl and a down- 
' call Eye, which Ihewed he was extremely moved at 
' the Anguilli he faw her in ; for llie fat fwelling with 
' Pallion, and her Eyes firmly fixed on the Fire j when 

I, fearing he would lofe all again, took upon me to 
provoke her out o f that amiable Sorrow Ihe was in, to 

I fall upon m e; upon which I faid very feafonably for 
my Friend, Tliat indeed M r. Freeman was become tlie 
common Talk o f the T o w n ; and that nothing was fo 
much a Jell, as when it was faid in Company M r. Free­
man has promifed to come to fuch a Place. Upon which 
the good Lady turned her Softnefs into downright Rage, 
and threw the fcalding Tea-Kettle upon your humble 
Serv'ant; flew into the Middle o f  the Room, and cried 
out Ihe was the unfortunatell o f all Women : Other* 
kept Family Difiatislaclions for Hours o f Privacy and 
Retirement: N o Apology was to be made to her, no 
Expedient to be found, no previous Mannpr o f break­
ing what was amifs in her j but all the World was to 
be acquainted with her Errors, without the leali Ad­
monition. Mr. was going to make a foft’ning
Speech, but I  interpofed. Look you. Madam, I have 
nothing to fay to this Matter, but you ought to 
confider you are now pall a Chicken ; this Humour, 
which was well enough in a Girl, is infufferable in one 
o f your motherly Character, W ith that Ihe loll all Pa­
tience, and flew diredlly at her Husband’s Periwig. I  
got her in my Arms, and defended my Friend : He ma­
king Signs at the fame time that it was too m ucli; I 
beckoning, nodding, and frowning over her Shoulder,

‘ that
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that he was loft i f  he did not perfift. In this Manner he 
flew round and round the Room in a Moment, ’ till the 
Lady 1 fpoke of above and Sert'ants entered ; upon 
which flte fell on a Couch as breathlefs. I ftill kept up 
my Friend ; but he, with a very filly Air, bid them 
bring the Coach to the Door, atid we went off, I  
forced to bid the Coachman drive on. W e were no 
fooner come to my Lodgings, but all his Wife’s Re­
lations came to inquire after him ; and Mrs. Fretmati's 
Mother writ a Note, wherein Are thought never to 

■ have feen this D ay, and fo forth.
‘ I N  a word. Sir, I  am afraid we are upon a thing we 

' hav'e no Talents for ; and I can obferve already, my 
' Friend looks upon me rather as a Man that laiows a 
' Weaknefs of him tliat he is alhamed of, than one who 
‘ has refeued him from Slavery. iliTr. S p e c t a t o r , I  
' am bat a young Fellow, and, i f  Mr. Freeman fubmits, I 
‘ ftiall be looked upon as an Incendiary, and never get a 
‘ Wife as long as I breathe. He has indeed fent word'
‘ home he fliall lie at Hamjiead to-night; but I  believe 
‘ Fear of the firft Onfet after this Rupture has too great 
‘ a Place in this Refolution. Mrs. Freeman has a very 
‘ pretty Sifter ; fuppofe I deliv'ered him up, and articled 
‘ with the Mother for her for bringing him home. I f  
‘  he has not Courage to ftand it, (you are a great Ca- 
‘ fuift) is it fuch an ill thing to bring my felf off, as well 
‘ as I can ? What makes me doubt my Man, is, that I  
‘ find he thinks it riafonable to expoftulate afleaft with 
‘  her ; and Captain S en r  re  y  will tell you, i f  you let 
‘ your Orders be difputed, you are no longer a Com- 
‘ mander. I wifli you could advife me how to get clear 
‘ of this Bufinefs handfomly.
'X Tours, Tom Meggot,

Thurfdaj,
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