
! I 7 .

ung
lich

N®2 i 3. S p e c t a t o R. 1 9 1

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

 ̂ T  Am Wife to a Clergyman, and cannot help thinking 1 that in yonr Tenth or Tithe Charadler of Woman- 
‘ kind you meant my felf, therefore I  have no Quarrel 

againlt you for the other Nine Charaaers.

X  Your Bumble Servant, A .B .
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218. Friday, November 9.

^ i d  dc quoque viro, fif cui dicas, fiep.e caveto. Hor.

I Happened the other D ay, as my W ay is, to ftrole in­
to a little Coffee-houfe beyond Aldgate j and as I fat 
there, trvo or three very plain fcnfible Men were 

talking o f the S p e c t a t o r . One faid, he had that 
Morning drawn the great Benefit T icket; another wifhed 
he had ; but a third lhaked his Head and faid. I t  was 
pity that the Writer of that Paper was fuch a fort ofM an, 
that it was no great Matter whether he had it or no. He 
Is, it feems, faid the good Man, the mofl; extravagant 
Creature in the World j has run through vaft Sums, and 
yet been in continual W an t; a Man, for all he talks fo 
well of Oeconomy unfit for any o f the Offices o f Life 
by reafonofhis Profufenefs. It would be an unhappy 
Thing to be his Wife, his Child, or his Friend ; and yet 
he talks as well o f thofe Duties o f  Life as any one. Much 
Reflexion has brought me to fo eafy a Contempt fore\'e- 
ry thing which is falfe, that this heavy Accufation gave 
me no manner o f  Uneafmefs; but at the fame Time it 
threw me into deep Thought upon the Subjeft of Fame 
in general; and I could not but pity fuch as were fo weak, 
as to value what the common People fay out o f their 
own talkative Temper to the Advantage or Diminution 
of thofe whom they mention, without being moved ei­
ther by Malice or Good-will. I t  will be too long to ex­
patiate upon the Senfc all Mankind have o f Fame, and
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1 9  ̂ S p e c t a t o r .
tte  inexprefliblePleafure which there is in the Approbation 
o f  worthy Men, to all who are capable o f worthy A ftions; 
but methinks one may divide the general W ord Fame into 
three different Species, as it regards the different Orders 
o f  Mankind who have any Thing to do with it. Fame 
therefore may be divided into G lory, which refpedts the 
H ero ; Reputation, which is preferved by every Gentle­
man ; and Credit which mull be fupported by ev-ery 
Tradefman. Thefe Poffeffions in Fame are dearer than 
Life to thefe Charaflers ofM en, or rather are the Life 
ofthofeCharaaers. G lory, while the Hero purfuesgreat 
and noble Enterprizes, is impregnable ; and all the Affail- 
ants o f his Renown do but Ihew their Pain and Im p ti-  
ence o f its Brightnefs, without throwing the leaft Shade 
upon it. I f  the Foundation of an high Name be Virtue 
and Service, all that is offered againft it is but Rum op, 
which is too Ihort-liv’d to Hand up in CompetiUon with 
G lory, which is everlalling.

R E P U T A T I O N ,  which is the Portion of every 
Man who would live with the elegant and knowing Part 
o f  Mankind, is as liable as G lory, i f  it be as well found­
ed ; and the common Caufe ofhuman Society, is thought 
concerned when we hear a Man o f good Behaviour ca­
lumniated : Befides which, according toapreyaihng Cuf- 
tom amongll us, every Man has his Defence in his own 
A r m : and Reproach is foon checked, put out o f Coun­
tenance, and overtaken by Difgrace.

T H E  moll unhappy of all Men, and the moll expofed 
to the Malignity or Wantonnefs of the common Voice, is 
the Trader. Credit is undone in Whifpers. T he Tradef- 
man’s Wound is received from one who is more private 
and more cruel than the Ruffian with the Lanthorn and 
Dagger. T h e Manner o f repeating a Man’s Name, As 
Mr. Calh, Oh I do you h a w  your Money at his Shop ? 
Why, do you knonu Mr. Searoom? Ee is indeed a general 
Merchant. I fay, I  have feen, from the Iteration of a 
Man’s Name, hiding one Thought of him, and explain­
ing what you hide, by faying fomething to his Advantage 
when you.fpeak, a Merchant hurt in his C redit; and him 
who, every Day he lived, literally added to the Value of 
his Native Country, undone by one who was only a Bur­
den and a Blemilh to it. Since every Body who knows the

World

N °

W'-oi 
Mar 
fibl) 
the ] 
the I 
that 
Han 

I
Wai
tune 
litth 
to t
ciou 
to b; 
llanc 
and 
Call 
Plac
triv< 
read 
no i 
the 
Dill
llruf 
the I 

F 
Hur
grea
enoi
felf
urge 
ferei 
to f; 
Jud; 
mor. 
of tl 
whil 
a mi 
2cns 
whe

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N ' 2 ‘ S- S P E C T A T O  R. 193
World isfenfible o f this great Evil, how careful ought a 
Man to be in his Language o f a Merchant ? It may pof- 
fibly be in the Power o f u very fhallow Creature to lay 
the Rum of the bell Family in the moll opulent C ity ; and 
themore fo, the morehighly hedeferves of his Country ; 
that IS to fay, the farther he places his Wealth out o f his 
Hands, to draw home that of another Climate.

I N  this Cafe an ill Word may change Plenty into 
Want, and by a rafli Sentence a free and generous For­
tune may in a few Days be reduced to Beggary. How 
little does a giddy Prater imagine, that an idle Phrafe 
to the Dismvour o f a Merchant, may be as perni­
cious in the Confequence, as the Forgery o f a Deed 
to bar an Inheritance would be to a Gentleman ? Land 
Hands where it did before a Gentleman was cidumniated, 
Md the State o f a great AClion is jull as it was before 
Calumny was offered to diminifli it, and tliere is Tim e, 
Place and Occafion, expeiled to unravel all that is con­
trived againlt thofe Charaaers; but tlic Trader who is 
ready only for probable Demands upon him, can have 
no Armour againll the Inquifitive, the Malicious, and 
the Envious, who are prepared to fill the Cry to his 
Dilhonour. Fire and Sword are flow Engines o f De- 
llruaion, in Comparifon of the Babbler in the Cafe o f 
the Merchant.

F O R  this Reafon I thought it an i.mitable Piece o f 
Humanity of a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, who had 
great Variety o f Affairs, and ufed to talk with Warmth 
enough againll Gentlemen by whom he thought him- 
felf ill dealt with ; but he would never let any thing be 
urged againh a Merchant (with whom he had any D if­
ference) except in a Court of Jullice. He ufed to fay, that 
to fpeak ill o f a Merchant, was to begin his Suit with 
Judgment and Execution. One cannot, I  think, fay 
more on this Occafion, than to repeat. That the Merit 
of the Merchant is above that o f  all other Subjefts ; for 
while he is untouched in his Credit, his Hand-writing is 
a more pormble Coin for the Service o f his Fellow-cfti- 
zens, and his Word the Gold o f Ophir to the Country 
wherein he refides.

VoL. nr. Saturdcy,
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