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N° 219. Saturday, November 10.

F ix  ea nojira <voco Ovid.

T H  E R E are but few Men, who are not ambitious 
o f diftinguifliing themfelves in the Nation or 
Country where they live, and of growing confi- 

derable among thofe with whom they converfe. There 
is a Kind o f Grandeur and Refpeft, which the meanefl 
and moft infignificant Part of Mankind endeavour to 
procure in the little Circle o f their Friends and Acquain­
tance. The poorcll Mechanick, nay the Man who lives 
upon common Alms, gets him his Set o f Admirers, and 
delights in that Superiority which he enjoys over thofe 
who are in fome Refpefts beneath him. I'his Ambition, 
which is natural to the Soul o f Man, might methinks 
receive a very happy T u rn ; and, if it were rightly di- 
refted, contribute as much to a Perfon’s Advantage, as it 
generally does to his Uneafinefs and Difquiet.

I fhall therefore put together fome Thoughts on this 
SubjeiR, which I have not met with in other ViTiters ; and 
fliall fet them down as they have occurred to me, with­
out being at the Pains to connedl or methodife them.

A L L  Superiority and Preeminence that one Man can 
have over another, m.ay be reduced to the Notion of 
^ a lity ,  which, confidered at large, is either that of For­
tune, B(^y, or Mind. The firll is that which confilb in 
Birth, Title, or Riches; and is the moft foreign to our 
Natures, and what we can the lead call our own of any of 
the three Kinds o f Quality. In relation to the Body, Qua­
lity arifes from Health, Strength, or Beauty ; which are 
nearer to us, and more a Part of our felves than the 
former. Q udity, as it regards the Mind, has its Rife 
from Knowledge or Virtue ; and is that which is more 
efl'ential to us, and more intimately united with us than 
cither of the other two.
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T H E  Quality o f Fortune, tho’ a Man has lefs Reafon 
to value himfelf upon it than on that o f the Body or 
Mind, is however the kind of Quality which makes the 
moft fhining Figure in the Eye o f the World.

A S  Virtue is the moll reafonablc and genuine Source 
of Honour, we generally find in Titles an Intimation o f 
fome particular Merit that Ihould recommend Men to the 
high Stations which they poflefs. Holinefs is aferibed to 
the Pope ; Majelly to Kings ; Serenity or Mildnefs o f 
Temper to Princes; Excellence or Perfeftion to AmbalTa- 
dors; Grace to Archbilhops; Honour to Peers; Wor- 
lliip or Venerable Behaviour to Magillrates ; and Reve­
rence, which is o f the fame Import as the former, to the 
inferior Clergy.

I N  the Founders of great Families, fuch Attributes o f 
Honour are generally correfpondent with the Virtues of 
the Perfon to whom they are applied ; but in the Defcen- 
dents they are too often tlie Marks rather o f Grandeur 
than of Merit. The Stamp and Denomination Hill con­
tinues, but the intrinfick Value is frequently loll.

T H E  Death-bed lliews the Emptinefs o f Titles in a 
trug Light. A poor difpirited Sinner lies trembling under 
the Apprehenfions o f the State he is entring on ; and is 
asked by a grave Attendant how his Holinefs does ? Ano­
ther hears himfelf addrelled to under the Title o f Highnefs 
or Excellency, who lies under fuch mean Circumltances 
ofM ortality asarethe Difgrace ofhuman Nature. Titles 
at fuch a time look rather like Infults and Mockery than 
Refpeft.

T H E  Truth of it is. Honours are in this World un­
der no Regulation ; true Quality is negleiSled, Virtue is 
opprelTed, and V ice triumphant. The lall D.ay will rec­
tify this Diforder, and alTign to every one a Station 
fuitable to the Dignity o f his Charadler j Ranks will be 
then adjulled, and Precedency fet right.

M E T H I N K S  we lliould have an Ambition, i f  not 
to advance our felves in another World, at le.all to pre- 
ferve our Poll in it, and outlhine our Inferiors in Virtue 
here, that they may not Ise put above us in a State svhich 
is to fettle the Dillinflion for Eternity.

M E N  in Scripture are called Strangers and Sojourners 
upon Earth, and Life a Pilgrimage. Several Heathen, as 
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well as Chriftian Authors, under the fame kind o f 
Metaphor, have reprefented the World as an Inn, which 
was only defigned to furniih us with Accommodations 
in this our Pallage. It is therefore very abfurd to think 
o f fetting up our Reft before we come to our Journey’s 
End, and not rather to take care o f the Reception wc 
fliall there meet, than to fix our Thoughts on the little 
Conveniences and Advantages which we enjoy one above
another in the W ay to it. .  .  ,

E P I C T E  f U S  makes ufe o f another Kind or 
Allufion, which is very beautiful, and wonderfully pro­
per to incline us to be fatisfied with the Poll m which 
Providence has placed us. W e are here, fays he, as 
in a Theatre, where every one has a Part allotted to 
him. The great Duty which lies upon a Man is to aft 
his Part in Perfeftion. W e may indeed fay, that our 
Part does not fuit us, and that we could a d  another 
better. But this (fays the Philofophcr) is not our 
Bufinefs. All that we are concerned in is to excel 
in the Part which is given us. I f  it be an improper 
one, the Fault is not in us, but in him who has 
our feveral Parts, and is the great Difpofer o f the

^  T*H E Part that was a£led by this Philofopher him- 
felf was but a very indifferent one, for he lived and died 
a Slave. His Motive to Contentment in this Particu­
lar receives a very great Enforcement from die above- 
mentioned Confideration, if we remember that our 
Parts in the other World will be neiv ca jl, and that 
Mankind will be there ranged in different Stations of 
Superiority and Preeminence, in Proportion as they 
have here excelled one another in Virtue, and performed 
in their feveral Pofts o f Life the Duties which belong
to them. _ „  . ,

T H E R E  are many beautiful Pauages in the Uttle
Apocryphal Book, entituled, The Wi/dom o f  Solomon, 
to fet forth die Vanity o f Honour, and the like tem­
poral Bleffiiigs which are in fo great Repute among 
Ivlcn, and to comfort thofe who have not the Ponci- 
bon of them. It reprefents in very warm .and noble 
Terms tliis Advancement of a good Man in the other 
World, and the great Surprife which it will produce 
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among thofe who are his Superiors in this. ‘ Then fhall 
‘  the righteous Man Hand in great Boldnefs before the 
‘  Face o f fuch as have afflifted him, and made no Ac- 
‘ count o f his Labours. When they fee it, they (hall he 
‘  troubled with terrible Fear, and fliall- be amazed at 
‘ the Strangenefs o f his Salvation, fo far beyond all that 
‘ they looked for. And they repenting and groning 
‘ for Anguilh o f Spirit, lhall fay within themfelves; This 
‘ was he whom we had fometime in Derifion, and a Pro- 
‘ verb o f Reproach. W e Fools accounted his Life Mad- 
‘ nefs, and his End to be without Honour. How is he 
‘ numbered among the Children of God, and his Lot is 
‘ among the Saints L

I f  the Reader would fee the Defeription o f a Life 
that is paued atvay in Vanity and among the Shadows o f 
Pomp and Greatnefs, he may fee it very finely drawn in 
the fame Place. In the mean time, fiiice it is ncceffary 
in the prefent Conftitution of Things, that Order and 
Dillindtion Ihould be kept in the World, we ihould 
be happy, i f  thofe who enjoy the upper Stations in it, 
would endeavour to furp.afs others in Virtue, as much as 
in Rank, and by their Humanity and Condefeenfion 
make their Superiority eafy and acceptable to thofe who 
are beneath them ; and if, on the contrary, thofe wlio 
are in meaner Pofts o f Life, would confider how they 
may better their Condition hereafter, and by a juft Defe­
rence and Submiflion to their Superiors, make them hap. 
py in thofe BlelTings with whichHProvidence has thought 
fit to diftinguifk •{hem. ' . C
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