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Rumore/que ferit varies > V irg.

S I R ,

W H  Y  will you apply to »iy Father for my 
lo v e  ? I cannot help it i f  he will give you my 
Perfon; but I affure you it is not in his Power, 

nor even in my own, to give you'my Heart. Dear Sir, 
do but conlider tlie ill Confeauence o f fuch a Match ; 
you are Fifty five, I Twenty one. You are a Man of 
Buftnefs, and mightily converfant in Arithmetick and 
making Calculations j be plcafed therefore to confider 
what Proportion your Spirits bear to mine, and when 
you have made a juft Eftimate o f the neceffary Decay 
on one Side, and the Redundance on the other, you 

‘ will atSl accordingly. This perhaps is fuch Language 
' as you may not expeft from a young Lady ; but my 

Happinefs is at Stake, and I mufttalk plainly. I mor- 
‘ tally hate you ; and fo, as you and my Father agree,
‘ you may take me or leave m e; But i f  you will be fo good 
’ as never to fee me more, you will for ever oblige,

S I R ,  Tour moft humble Servant,
H e n r i e t t a .

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

T H  E R E are fo many Artifices and Modes o f falfe 
W it, and fuch a Variety o f Humour difeovers 

it felf among its Votaries, that it would be impofllble 
to exhauft fo fertile a Subjeft, i f  you would think fit to 
refume it. The following Inftances may, i f  you think 
fit, be added by way o f Appendix to your Difeourfes 
on that Subjeft.
‘ T H A T  Feat of Poetical A ftivity mentioned by 

Horace, o f an Author who could compofe two hundred 
Verfes while he flood upon one Leg, has been imitated 
(as I have heard) by amodern W riter j who priding him^
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‘  felf on the Hurry of his Invention, thought it no fmall 
‘ Adiiition to his Fame to have each Piece minuted with 
‘ the cxaft Number ox" Hours or Days it coft him in the 
‘ Compofitlon. He could tafte no Praife till he had ac- 
‘ quainted you in how ihort Space o f Tim e he had de- 
‘ ferved i t ; and was not fo much led to an Ollentation 
‘ of his A rt, as of his Difpatch.

Hor;

■ Ac dpt f i  njis,
Accifiam tabulas ; detur nobis locus, bora,
Cujiodis: njideamus uter flus Jcribere fojjit,

‘  T H I S  was the whole o f his Ambition ; and there­
fore I cannot but think the Flights of this rapid Author 
very proper to be oppofed to thofe laborious Nothings 
which you have oblei ved were the Delight o f the Ger­
man Wits, and in which they fo happily got rid of fuch 
a tedious Quantity of their Time.
‘ I have known a Gentleman of another T urn of Hu­
mour, who, defpifing the Name of an Author, never 
printed his Works, but contrafted his Talent, and by 
the help o f a very fine Diamond which he wore on 
his.little Finger, was a confiderable Poet upon Glafs. 
He had a very good Epigrammatick W itj and there 
was not a Parlour or Tavern-Window where he 
vifitcd or dined for fome Years, which did not re­
ceive fome Sketches or Memorials of it. It was his 
Misfortune at laft to lofe his Genius and his Ring to a 
Sharper at Play, and he has not attempted to make a 
Verfe fince.
‘ B U T  of all Contraftions or Expedients for W it, I 
admire that o f an ingenious Projeftor whole Book I  
have feen. This Virtuofo being a Mathematician, h a v  
according to his Tafte, thrown the Art of Poetry into 
a ihort Problem, and contrived Tables by which any 
one without knowing a Word of Grammar or Senfe,

' may, to his great Comfort, be able to compofe, or ra­
ther to eredl Latin Verfes. His I'ables are a Kind of 
Poetical Logarathims, which being divided into feveral 
Squares, and all inferibed with ib many incoherent 
Words, appear to the Eye fomewhat like a Fortune- 
telling Screen. What a Joy muft it be to the unlearned 

I 4 Opera-
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Operator to find that thefe Words being carefully col- 
Icfted and writ down in Order according to the Pro­
blem, ftart o f themfelves into Hexameter and Penta­
meter Verfes ? A  Friend of mine, who is a Student in 
Aflrolcgy, meeting with this Book, preformed the O- 
peration, by the Rules there fet down j he ihewed his 
Verfes to the next of his Acquaintance, who happened 
to underftand Latin ; and being informed they deferibed 
a Tempeft of W ind, very luckily prefixed them, toge­
ther with a Tranflation to an Almanack he was juft 
then printing, and was fuppofeJ to have foretold the 
laft great Storm.
‘ I Slink the only Improvement beyond this, would 
be that which the late Duke of Buckingham mentioned 
to a ftupid Pretender to Poetry, as the Projeft o f a 
Dutch Mechanick, njitt. a Mill to make Verles. This 
being the moft compendious Method of all which have 
yet been propofed, may deferve the Thoughts of our 
modern Virtucfi who are employed in new Difeoveries 
for tlie publick G ood: and it may be worth the while 
to confider, whether in. an Illand where few are con­
tent without being thought W its, it will not be a com­
mon Benefit, that W it as well as Labour Ihould be 
made cheap.

I'am, S I R ,
Tgur humble Servant, See.

Mr: S p e c t a t o r ,

IO F T  E N  dine at a Gentleman’s Houfe, where there 
are two young Ladies in themfelves very agreeable, 
but very cold in their Behaviour, becaufe they under­

ftand me for a Perfon that is to break my Mind, as the 
Phrafe is, very fuddenly to one of them. But I take 
this W ay to acquaint them, that I am not in Love with 
either o f them, in Hopes they will ufe me with that 
agreeable Freedom and Indifference which they do all 
the reft o f the V/orld, and not to drink to one anotjier 
only, but fometimes call a kind Look, with their Ser­
vice to,

S I R ,  Tour humble Servant.
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M r. S p e c t a t o r ,

I A M  a young Gentleman, and take it for a Piece of 
Good-breeding to pull oiF my Hat when I fee any 

thing peculiarly charming in any 'Woman, whether I 
know her or not. I take care that there is nothing 
ludicrous or arch in my Manner, â  i f  I  were to betray 
a Woman into a Salutation by way of Jeft or Humour 
and yet except I  am acquainted with her, I  find Ihe 
ever takes it for a Rule, that (he is to look upon this 
Civility and Homage I pay to her fuppofed Merit, ds 
an Impertinence or Forwardnefs which (he is to pb- 
ferve and negleft. I  wi(h. Sir, you would fettle the

I (hall refill the fudden Impulfe I  have to be civil to 
what gives an Idea o f M erit; or tell thefe Creatures 
how to behave themfelves in Return to the Efteerti I  
have for them. M y AiFairs are fuch, that your Deci- 
fion will be a Favour to me, i f  it be only to fave the 
unnecelTary Expence of wearing out my Hat fo fall 
as I  do at prefent.

P ..S . ‘  T H E R E  are fome that do know me, and 
won’ t bow to me. T['
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