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• Ab 0 '̂s 
JJfque ad hlala----- Hor.

W H E N  I have finifhed any of my Speculations, 
it is my Method to confider which of the an­
cient Authors have touched upon the Subjedi 

that I  treat of. By this means I meet with fome cele­
brated Thought upon it, or a Thought o f my own ex- 
preffed in better Words, or fome Similitude for the II- 
luftration o f my Subjeft. This is what gives birth to the Motto o f a Speculation, which I rather chcofe to take out 
o f  the Poets than the Profe-writers, as the former gene­
rally give a finer Turn to a Thought than the latter, and 
by couching it in few Words, and in harmonious K'um­
bers, make It more portable to the Memory.

M  Y  Reader is therefore fure to meet with at leaft one 
good Line in every Paper, and very often finds his Imagi­
nation entertained by a Hint that awakens in his Memory 
fome beautiful Paffage of a Claffick .Author.

I T  was a Saying of an ancient Philofopher, which I 
find feme of our Writers have aferibed to Queen EU%a- 
leth, who perhaps might have taken occafion to repeat 
it. That a good Face is a Letter o f Recommendation. It 
naturally makes the Beholders inquifitive into the Per- 
fon who is the Owner o f it, and generally prepolTcfles 
them in his Favour. A  handfom Motto has the fame 
EfFedl. Befides that, it always gives a fupernumerary 
Beauty to a Paper, and is fometimes in a manner necef- 
fary when the Writer is engaged in what may appear a 
Paradox to vulgar Minds, as it Ihews that he is fup- 
ported by good Authorities, and is not fingular in his 
Opinion.

I inuft confefs, the Motto is o f little Ufe to an un- 
learned Reader, for which Reafon I confider it only as a 
Word to the Wi/e, But as for my unlearned Friends, if

they
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they cannot relifli the Motto, I take care to make Pro- 
vifion for them in the Body of my Paper. I f  they do 
not underftand the Sign that is hung out, they know very 
well by it, that they may meet with Entertainment in 
the Houfe; and I think I was never better pleafed than 
with a plain Man’s Compliment, who, upon his Friend’s 
telling him that he would like the SpcSlator much better 
i f  he underftood the Motto, replied. That good Wine 
needs no Bujh,

I have heard of a Couple o f Preachers in a Country 
Tow n, who endeavoured which fliould out-lliine one 
another, and draw together the greateft Congregation. 
One of them being well verfed in the Fathers, ufed to 
quote every now and then a Latin Sentence to Ids illite­
rate Flearers, who it feems found thcmfelvcs fo edified 
by it, that they Hocked in greater Numbers to tliis learn­
ed Man than to his Rival. The other finding his Congre­
gation mouldering every Sunday, and hearing at length 
what was the Occafion o f it, refoivcd to give his Parilh 
a little Latin in his Turn; but bding unacquainted with 
any of the Fathers, he digefted into his Sermons the 
whole Book o f Genus, adding however fuch Ex­
plications to it as he thought might be for the Benefit 
o f his People. He afterwards entered upon J s  in pras- 
fenti, which he converted in the fame manner to the 
Ufe of his Parifliioners. This in a very little time 
thickned his Audience, filled his Church, and routed 
his Antagonift.

T H E  natural Love to Latin, which is fo prevalent 
in our common People, makes me think that my Specu­
lations fare never the worfe amon® them for that little 
Scrap which appears at the Head of them; and what 
the more encourages me in the Ufe of (Rotations in an 
unknown Tongue, is, that I hear the Ladies, whofe Ap­
probation I value more than that of the whole learned 
World, declare themfelves in a more particular manner 
pleafed with my Greek Motto’s.

D E S I G N I N G  this Day’s W ork for a Differtation 
upon the two Extremities o f my Paper, and haying alrea­
dy difpatch’d my M otto,I fhall,in the next place, dtfcourfe 
upon thofe fingle Capital Letters, which are placed at the 
End of it, and which have afforded great Matter o f Specu-
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lation to the Curious. I  have heard various Conjedlures 
upon this Subjedl. Some tell us that C  is the Mark of 
thofe Papers that are written by the Clergyman, though 
others afcribe them to the Club in general. That the 
Papers marked with R were written by my Friend Sir 
R o g e r . That L  hgnifies the Lawyer, whom I have 
deferibed in my Ibcond Speculation ; and that T  flands 
for the Trader or Merchant; But the Letter X , which 
is placed at the End o f fome few of ray Papers, is 
that which has puzzled the whole I'own, as they can­
not think of any Name which begins with that Let­
ter, except Xenophon and Xerxes, who can either o f 
them be fuppofed to have had any Hand in thefe 
Speculations. '

I  N  Anfwer to thefe inquifitive Gentlemen, who have 
many of them made Inquiries o f me by Letter, I muR 
tell them the Reply of an ancient Philofophcr, w'ho car­
ried fomething hidden under his Cloke. A  certain A c ­
quaintance denring him to let him know what it w'as he 
covered fo carefully ; I  co<ver it, fays he, on ptirpofe that 
you Jhould not knonu. I  have made ufc of thefe obfeure 
Marks for the fame Purpofe. They are, perhaps, little 
Amulets or Charms to preferve the Paper againft the 
Fafeination and Malice o f evil Eyes ; for which Reafon 
I would not have my Reader furprifed, i f  hereafter he 
lees any o f my Papers marked with a a Z ,  a Y ,  an 
& c. or with the Word Abracadabra.

I lhall, however, fo far explain my fclf to the Reader, 
as to let him know that the Letters C , L , and X , are 
Cabaliftical, and carry more in them than it is proper 
for the World to be acquainted with. Thofe who arc 
verfed in the Philofophy of Pythagoras, and fwear by the 
^etrachtys, that is the Number Four, will know vei7 well 
that the Number ‘Ten, which is fignified by the Letter X , 
^and which has fo much perplexed the Town) has iq 
k  many particular Powers; that it is called by Platonick 
Writers the Complete Number; that One, T w o, Three 
and Four put together make up the Number T e n ; and 
that Ten is all. But thefe are not Myllcries for ordinary 
Readers to be let into. A  Man muft have fpent many 
Years in hard Study before he can arrive at the Xnow- 

■ them.
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