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it intire in his W orks, as a Pattern of Perfeftion in the 
Strufture o f  it.

L O N G I N U S  has quoted another Ode of this 
creat Poetefs, which is likewife admirable in its Kind, 
and has .been tranflated by the fame Hand with the 
foregoing one. I (hall oblige my Reader with it in ano­
ther Paper. In the meanwhile, I cannot but wonder, 
that thefe twofinilhed Pieces have never been attemptel 
before by any of our own Country-men. But the Truth 
o f it is, the Compolitions o f the Ancients, which have 
not in them any of thofe unnatural Witticifms that are 
the Delight o f ordinary Readers, are extremely difficult 
to render into another Tongue, fo as the Beauties of 
the Original may not appear weak and faded in th  ̂
Tranflation. ^

N° 224. Friday, November 16.

___Fulgente trabit couftriHos Gloria curru
Non minus ignotos generojis —  Hor. Sat. 6.

IF welook abroad upon the greatMultitude ofMankind, 
and endeavour to trace out the Principles o f Aftion 
in every Individual, it will, I think, leem highly pro­

bable that Ambition runs through the whole Species, and 
that every Man in Proportion to the Vigour o f his Com­
plexion is more or left ailuated by it. It is indeed no 
ancommon Thing to meet with Men, who. By the na­
tural Bent o f their Inclinations, and without the Difci- 
pline o f Philofophy, afpire not to the Heights of Power 
and Grandeur; who never fet their Hearts upon a nume­
rous Train of Clients and Dependencies, nor other gay 
Appendages ofGreatneft; who are contented with a Com­
petency, and will not moleft their Tranquillity to gain an 
Abundance : But it is not therefore to be concluded that 
fuch a Man is not Ambitious ; his Defires may have cut 
out another Channel,anddeterminedhim to other Purfuits; 
the Motive however may be ftill the lame j  and in thefe
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Cafes likewife the Man may be equally pulhed on with 
the Defire o f Diftinftion.

T H O U G H  the pure Confcioufnefs o f worthy Adli- 
ons, abftrafted from the Views o f popular Applaufe, be 
to a generous Mind an ample Reward, yet the Defire of 
Diftinftion was doubtlefs implanted in our Natures as 
an additional Incentive to exert our felves in virtuous 
Excellence.

T H I S  Paflion indeed, like all others, is frequently 
pen'erted to evil and ignoble Purpofes ; lb that we may 
account for many of the Excellencies and Follies o f Life 
upon the fame innate Principle, to wit, the Defire of be­
ing remai-kable; For this, as it has been differently culti­
vated by Education, Study and Converfe, will bring forth 
fuitable Effefts, as it falls in with an ingenuous Difpo- 
fition, or a corrupt Mind ; it does accordingly exprefs 
it felf'in Afts o f Magnanimity or felfilh Cunning, as it 
meets with a good or a weak Underftanding. As it has 
been employed in embellifhing the Mind, or adorning 
the Outfide, it renders the Man eminently praife-wor- 
thy or ridiculous. Ambition therefore is not to be con­
fined only to one Paflion or Purfuit; for as the fame Hu­
mours, in Conftitutions otherwife different, affeft the 
Body after different Manners, fo the fame afpiring Prin­
ciple within us fometimes breaks forth upon one Objeft, 
fometimes upon another.

I T  cannot be doubted, but that there is as great a Defire 
of Glory in a Ring of Wreftlcrs or Cudgel-Players, as in 
any other more r^ned Competition for Superiority. No 
Man that could avoid it, would ever fuffer his Head to be 
broken but out o f a Principle o f  Honour. This is the fe- 
cret Spring that pufhes them forward; and the Superiori­
ty which they gain above the undiftinguifh’d many, does 
more than repair thofe Wounds they have received in the 
Combat. ’ Tis Mr. Waller's Opinion, that Julius C/efar, 
had he not been Mailer of the Reman Empire, v/ould in 
all Probability have made an excellent Wreftler.

Great Julius, on the Mountains bred.
A  Flock perhaps or Herd had led;
He that the Worldfubdu d, had beets 
But the befi Wrefiler on the Green.
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That lie fubdued the World, was owing to the A c ­
cidents of Art and Knowledge ; had he not met w'ith 
thofe Advantages, the fame Sparks o f Emulation would 
have kindled within him, and prompted him to diftin- 
guilh himfelf in fome Enterprize of a lower Nature. 
Since therefore no Man’s Lot is fo unalterably fixed in tliis 
Life, but that a thoufand Accidents may either forward 
or difappoint his Advancement, it is, methinks, a plea- 
fant and inoffenfive Speculation, to confider a great Man 
as divefted of all the adventitious Circumftances o f For­
tune, and to bring him down in one’s Imagination to that 
low Station of Life, the Nature o f which bears fome dif- 
tJint Refemblance to that high one he is at prefent pof- 
fefled of. Thus one may view him exercifing in Minia­
ture thofe Talents of Nature, which being drawn out by 
Education to their full Length, enable him for the Dif- 
charge of fome important Employment. On the.other 
hand, one may raife uneducated Merit to fuch a Pitch of 
Greatnefs as may feem equal to the poffible Extent of 
his improved Capacity.

T H U S  Nature furnilhes a Man with a general A p­
petite o f G lory, Education determines it to this or that 
particular Objedt. The Defirc of Diftindlion is not, I 
think, in any Inftance more obfervable than in the Va­
riety o f Outfides and new Appearances, which the 
modifli Part o f the World are obliged to provide, in 
order to make tliemfelves remarkable ; for any Thing 
glaring and particular, either in Behaviour or Apparel, 
is known to have this good EflFedl, that it catches the 
Eye, and will not fuffcr you to pafs over the Perfon fo 
adorned without due Notice and Obfervation. It has 
likewife, upon this Account, been frequently refentcd 
as a very great Slight, to leave any Gentleman out o f a 
Lampoon or Satire, who has as mucli Right to be there 
as his Neighbour, becaufe it fuppofes the Perfon not 
eminent enough to be taken notice of. T o  this paffio- 
nate Fondnels for Diftinftion are owing various fro- 
lickfom and irregular Pradlices, as fallying out into 
Nodlurnal Exploits, breaking of Windows, finging of 
Catches, beating the W atch, getting drunk twice a 
P a y , killing a great Number o f Horfes; with many 
other Enterprizes o f the like fiery Nature : For certainly
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many a Man is more rakifh and extravagant than he 
would willingly be, were there not others to look on and 
give their Approbation.

O N E  very common, and at the fame time the moll 
abfurd Ambition that ever Ihewed it felfin human N a­
ture, is that which comes upon a Man with Experience 
and old Age, the Seafon when it might be expefted he 
lliould be wifeft ; and therefore it cannot receive any of 
thofe lelTening Circumftances which do, in fome meafure, 
excufethediforderly Ferments o f youthful Blood: I  mean 
the Paffion for getting Money, exclufive o f the Gharafler 
of the provident Father, the aftedlionate Husband, or the 
generous Friend. It  may be remarked, for the Comfort 
of honeft Poverty, that this Defire reigns moll in thofe 
who have but few good Qualities to recommend them. 
This is a W etd that will grow in a barren Soil. Huma­
nity, Good-nature, and the Advantages o f a Liberal Edu­
cation, are incompatible with Avarice. ’Tis ftrange to 
fee how fuddcnly this abjeft Pallion kills all the nobis 
Sentiments and generous Ambitions that adorn human 
Nature ; it renders the Man who is over-run with it a 
peevilli and cruel Mailer, a fevere Parent, an unfocia- 
ble Husband, a diftant and millruliful Friend. But it is 
more to the prefent Purpofe to confider it as an abfurd 
Pafilon of the Heart, rather than as a vicious Affeilion 
of the Mind. As there are frequent Inhances to be met 
with o f a proud Humility, fo this Paffion, contrary to 
moll others, affefts Applaufe, by avoiding all Show and 
Appearance j for this Rcafonitwill notfometimes endure 
even the common Decencies of Apparel. A  covetous 
Man vein call hhnfelf poor, that you n:ay footh his Vattity 
by contradiiling him. Love, and the Defire of G lory, 
as they are the moll natural, fo they are capable of being 
refined into the moll delicate and rational Paffions. ’Tis 
true, the wife Man who llrikes out of the fccret Paths 
of a private Life, for Honour and Dignity, allured by the 
Splendor o f a Court, and the unfelt Weight o f publick 
Employment, whether he fucceeds in his Attempts or no, 
ufuaily comes near enough to this painted Greatnefs to 
difeern the Dawbing ; he is then defirous of extricating 
himfelfout o f the Hurry o f Life, that he may pafs away 
the Remainder ofhis Days in Tranquillity and Retirement.
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