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to valuable well-chofen Objedls: When thefe have point­
ed out to us which Courfe we may lawfully fleer, ’ tis no 
Harm to fet out all our S ail; i f  the Storms and Tempells 
o f  Adverfity fhould rife upon us, and not fuffer us to 
make the Haven where we would be, it will how’ever 
prove no fmall Confolation to us in thefe Circumilances, 
that we have neither millaken our Courfe, nor fallen in­
to Calamities ofour own procuring.

R E L I G I O N  therefore (werewe to confider it no 
farther than as it interpofes in the Affairs of this Life) is 
highly valuable, and worthy o f great Veneration ; as it 
fettles the various Prctenfions, and otherwife interfering 
Interells o f mortal Men, and thereby confults the Harmo­
ny and Order of the great Community; as it gives a Man 
Room to play his Part, and exert his Abilities ; as it ani­
mates to Aftions truly laudable in themfelves, in their Ef- 
fefls beneficial to Society ; as it infpires rational Ambi­
tion, correfts Love and elegant Defire.

N° 225. Saturday^ November 17.

Nullum numen abejl Ji Jit Prudentia - Juv.

I Have often thought if  the Minds o f Men were laid 
open, we ihould fee but little Difference between 
that o f the wife Man and that of the Fool. There 

are infinite Re-vcries, nuraberlcfs Extravagancies, and a 
perpetual Train of Vanities which pafs through both. T he 
great Difference is that the firll knows how to pick and 
cull his Thoughts for Converfation, by fupprcffing fome, 
and communicating others; whereas the other lets them 
all indifferently fly out in Words. This fort o f Difcre- 
tion, however, has no Place in prir^te Converfation be­
tween intimate Friends. On fucli Occafions the wifell 
Men very often talk like the weakell j for indeed the talk­
ing with a Friend is nothing elfe but thinking aloud.

T U L L T  has tlierefore very .juftly expofed a Precept 
delivered by fome ancient Writers, That a Man fhould 
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live with his Enemy in fuch a Manner, p  might leave 
him Room to become his Friend ; and with his Ft'end 
;n fuch a Manner, that i f  he became his Enemy, it Ihould 
not be in his Power to hurt him. The firft Part of this 
Rule which regards our Behaviour towards an Enemy, 

indeed very reafonable, as well as very prudential: but 
the latter Part o f it, which regards our ^hav.our towards 
a Friend, favours more of Cunning tlian o f Dilcretion, 
L d  would cut a Man off from the greateft PIpfures of 
T fe which are the Freedoms of Converfation with a 
Bofo’m Friend. Befides that, when a Friend is turned in­
to an Enemy, and, (as the Son of S tr a c b  calls him) a ^ -  
wrayer ofS^rets, the W orld is juft enough to acoife the 
Perfidioufnefs of the Friend, rather than the Indifcreuon 
o f  the Perfon who confided in him.

d i s c r e t i o n  does not only fhe\v it felf in 
Words, but in all the Circumftances o f Aftion ; and is 
like an Under-Agent o f  Providence, to guide and direft
us in the ordinary Concerns o f Life. _ ^  ,

t h e r e  arc many more fhimng (^alities m the 
Mind of Man, but there is nonefo ufcful as Difcretion ; 
ft is this indeed which gives a Value to all the reft, which 
fets them at work in their proper Times and Places, and 
turns them to the Advantage o f the Perfon who is pof- 
feffed of them. Without it Learning is Pedantry, and 
W it Impertinence ; Virtue it felf looks like Weaknefs, 
the beft Parts only qualify a Man to be more fprightly in 
Errors, and adUve to his own Prejudice.

n o r  does Difcretion only make a Man theMafterfef 
his own Parts, but o f other Mens. T he difcreet Man 
finds out the Talents o f thofe he converfes w uh, and 
knows how to apply them to proper Ufes. i^cordingly 
S  we look into parricular Communities and Divifions of 
h t o  we may o fcrv e  that it is the Difcreet Man, not the 
W fttV. nor the Lep.rned, nor the Brave, who g«tdes the 
Converfation, and gives Meafures to the Society A  Man 
with great Talents, but void of Difcretion, is like P o ly  

p W  in the Fable, ftrong and blind 
irrefiftible Force, which for want of Sight is of no Ulc

“ t H O  u g h  a Man has all other Perfeftions, and 
wants Difcretion, he will be o f no great Confequence^jn
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tjie World ; but i f  he has this fingle Talent in Perfeftio:! 
and but a common Share ofothers, he may do what he 
p'eafes in his particular Station of Life.

A T  the fame time that I  think Diferetion the moli 
ufeful Talent a Man can be Mailer of, I look upon Cun­
ning to be the Accomplilhment o f little, mean, uno-ene- 
rous Minds. Diferetion points out the noblcll Ends to 
us, and purfues the mod proper and laudable Methods o f 
attaining them : Cunning has only private felfilh Aims, 
and dicks at nothing which may make them fucceed’. 
Diferetion has large and extended Views, and, like a well- 
formed Eye, commands a whole Horizon ; Cunnino- is a 
Kind o f Short-fightcdnefs, that difeovers the minuted 
Objefls which are near at Hand, but is not able to dif- 
cern Things at a Didance. Diferetion the more it is dif- 
covered, gives a greater Authority to the Perfon who pof- 
felTes i t : Cunning, when it is once deteded, lofes its 
horce, and makes a Man incapable of bringing about 
etxn thofe Events which he might have done, had 
he paired only for a plain Man. Diferetion is the Per- 
feftion of Reafon, and a Guide to us in all the Duties o f  
Life ; Cunning is a kind o f Inllind, that only looks out 
after our immediate Intcred and Welfare. Diferetion is 
only found in Men o f drong Senfe and good Underlland- 
mgs : Cunning is often to be met with in Brutes them- 
felves, and in Perfons who are but the feweft Removes 
from them. In Ihort Cunning is only the Adimick o f 
Diferetion, and may pafs upon weak Men, in the fame 
manner as Vivacity is often millaken for W it, and Gravi­
ty for Wifdom.

T H E  Cad of Mind which is natural to a difcrcet 
Man, makes him look forv/ard into Futurity, and con- 
fider what will be his Condition Millions o f Ages hence, 
as well £s what it is at prefent. He Icnows that the 
Mifery or Happinefs which are referv’d for him in another 
World, lofe nothing of their Reality by being placed at fo 
great a Didance from him. The Objedls do not appear 
little to him becaufc they are remote. He confiders tliat 
thofe Pleafures and Pains which lie hid in Eternity, ap­
proach nearer to him every iMoment, and will be prefent 
with him in their full W eight and Meafure, as much 
as thofe Pains and Pleafures which he
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very For this Reafon he is careful to fecure to
himfelf that which is the proper Ha{)pinefs of his Nature, 
and the ultimate Defign of his Being. He caries his
Thoughts to the End of every A & o n , and confiders the 
moft diftant.as well as ‘ ^e moa immediate Effeas o f it. 
He fuperfcdes every little Profpea o f Gam and Advaii- 
mee which offers itfelf here, if  he does not find it con- 
filtent with his Views of an Flcreafter. In a word, his 
Elopes are full of Immortality, his Schemes are large and 
glorious, and hisCondua fuitable to one who knows h.s 
lu e  Intereff, and how to purfue it by proper Methods.

I have, in this Effay upon Difcretion, confidered it both 
as an Accomplifhment and as a Virtue and h.ave therefore 
deferibed it in its full E xtent; not only as it is converfont 
about worldly Affairs, but as it regards our whole Ex- 
illence ; not only as it is the Guide o f a mortal Cr&v 
iure but as it is in general the D ireaor o f a reafonable 
Iking. It is in this^Light that Difcretion is reprefen ed 5y the wife Man, who fometimes mentions it under the 
Kam e o f Difcretion, and fomeumes under that o f W iff 
dom It is indeed (a^defcribed in the latter Part o f this 
PaoeVl the greateft Wifdom, but at the fame Time in the 
Pow erofevery one to attain. Its Advantages are infi­
nite but its Acquifition eafy ; or, to fpeak of her m tn 
Words of the Apocryphal Writer whom I quoted in my 
M  Lr«r</^/s P.ipcr, Wifdom is glonous and ne-ver 
ialt oan y g  ,  o f them that lonse her,

{^nd found offtich as feck her. She preventeth them th^  
d e fJ e  her, in making herfelf firfi knonssn unt  ̂ them He
that feeketh her early, Jhall have no great fra-vel: for
1 e /hall End her Et/‘ "S think therefore

h i  is Perfeaion o f Wifdom, and n̂ hofo veatcheth 
for her fh a ll quickly he vsithout Care. Forpe geeth a- 

hout reeking fuch as are -wort.y of her, pevseth herfelf 
fa L u L b ly  unto them in the Ways, and meeteth them m

every fbought.
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