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I
 Have very often lamented and hinted my Sorrow in 

feveral Speculations, that the A rt o f Painting is 
made fo little U fe o f to the Improvement of our 

Manners. When we confider that it places the Adion 
of the Perfon reprelented in the moft agreeable Afped 
imaginable, that it does not only exprefs the Paffion or 
Concern as it fits upon him who is drawn, but has un­
der thofe Features the Height o f the Painter’s Imagina­
tion, What ftrong Images of Virtue and Humanity mio-ht 
we not exped would be inftilled into the Mind from the 
Labours o f the Pencil ? This is a Poetry v/hich would 
be underftood with much lefs Capacity, and lefs Expeiicc 
of Time, than what is taught by W ritings; bat the Ufe 
ofit is generally perverted, and that admirable Skill p'-o- 
ftituted to tlie bafefi: and moft unworthy Ends. Who 
is the better Man for beholding the moft beautiful Venus, 
the bell v.’rought Bacchanal, the Images o f fleeping Cu­
pids, languifhing Nymphs, or any o f the Repreienta- 
tions of Gods, Goddeffes, Demigods, Satyrs, Poly- 
phemes. Sphinxes, or Fawns? B ut"if the Virtues and 
Vices, which are fometimes pretended to be reprefented 
under fuch Draughts, were given us by the Painter in 
the Charaders of real Life, and the Perfons o f Men and 
Women whofe Adions have rendered them laudable 
or infamous; we fhould not fee a good Hiftory Piec® 
without receiving an inftrudive Ledure. 'Fhere needs 
no other Proof o f this Truth, than the Teftimony of 
every reafonafale Creature who has feen the Cartons in 
Her Majefty’s Gallery at Hampton-Court: I ’liefeare Re- 
prefentations o f no lefs Adions than thofe o f our blef- 
fed Saviour and his Apoftles. As I now fit and recoi­
led the warm Im ^es which the admirable Raphael has 
railed, it is impolfiblc even from thefaint Traces in one’s
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Memory o f what one has net fee'n thefe two Years, to 
be unmoved at the Horror and P.tverence which appear 
in the whole Affernbly when the mercenary Man feli 
down dead ; at the Amazement ot tlie Man born blind, 
when he firft receives Sight ; or at the gracelefs Indigna­
tion of the Sorcerer, when he is ftrack blind. The Lame, 
when they firft find Strength in their Feet, fland doubt­
ful o f their new Vigour. The heavenly Apoftles ap­
pear aaing thefe great T h in gs with a deep Senfe of 
the Infirmities which the>' relieve, but no Valu i ofthem- 
fclves who adminifter to their Weaknefs. They know 
themfelvcs to be but inftruments j and the generous D L 
ftrefs they are painted in when divine Honours are of- 
ftTcd to them, is a Reprefentation in the moft exquifite 
Denree of the Beauty o f Holinefs. When St. Paul is 
preaching to the Athenian!, with what wonderful Art 
areal moft all the different Tempers of Mankind repre- 
fented in that elegant Audience ? You fee one credulous 
o f all that is faid, another wrapt up in deep Sufpence, 
another faying there is fame Rcafcn in what he fays, 
another angry that the Apoftle deftroys a favourite Opi­
nion which he is unwilling to give u^, another wholly 
convinced and holding out his Hands in Rapture, while 
the Generality attend, and wait for the Opinion of 
thofe who are of leading Charafters in the Affernbly. I 
w ill not pretend fo much as to mention that Chart on 
which is drawn the Appearance of our bleffed Lord after 
his Refurreaion. Prefent Authority, late Suffering, 
Humility and Majefty, defpotick Compaand, and divine 
Love, are at once feated in his celeftial Afpeft. T lie Fi­
gures o f the eleven Apoftles are all in the fame Paffion of 
Admiration, but difeover it differently according to their 
Charafters. Peter receives his Matter’s Orders on his 
Knees with an Admiration mixed with a more particu­
lar Attention ; T h e two next with a more open Ecflafy, 
though ftill conftrained by the Awe o f the divine Pre­
fence, : T h e beloved Difciple, whom I take to be the 
Right o f the two firft Figures, has in his Countenance 
Wonder drowned in Love ; and the laft Perfonage, whofe 
Back is towards the Speflators, and his Side towards the 
Prefence, one would fanfy to be St. nomas, as abalhed 
by the Confeience o f his former Diffidence j. which per­
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plexed Concern it is poffible Raphael thought too hard a 
Task to draw but by this Acknowledgment o f the Diffi­
culty to deferibe it.

T H E  whole W ork is an Exercife o f the higheft Piety 
in the Painter ; and all the Touches o f a religious Mind 
are exprelTed in a Manner much more forcible than can 
poffibly be performed by the moll moving Eloquence. 
Thefe invaluable Pieces are very juftly in the Hands of 
the greateft and moft pious Sovereign in the World ; and 
cannot be the frequent Objeft of every one at their own 
l^ifure; But as an Engraver is to the Painter what .a 
Printer is to an Author, it is worthy Her Majelly’s Name, 
that Ihe has encouraged that noble Artift, Monfieur Do- 
rigiiy, to publilli thefe Worlcs o f Raphael. W e have o f 
this Genleman a Piece o f tlie Transfiguration, which, 
I think, is held a W ork fecond to none in the World.

M E T H I N K S  it would be ridiculous in our Peo­
ple of Condition after thetr large Bounties to Foreigners 
of no Name or Merit, fliould they overlook this^Oc- 
c.ifion of having, for a triflin® Subfeription, a W ork 
which, it is impoffible for a Man of Senfe to behold, 
without being warmed with the noblell Sentiments that 
can be infpired by Love, Admiration, Companion, Con­
tempt o f this World, and Expeftation of a better.1 T  is certainly the greateft Honour we can do our 
Country, to difiinguifh Strangers o f Merit who apply 
to us with Modefty and Diffidence, which generally ac­
companies Merit. No Opportunity o f this Kind ought 
to be negledled j and a modeft Behaviour ftiould alarm 
us to examine whether we do not lofe fomething ex­
cellent under that Difadvantage in the PoffefTor o f that 
Quality. M y Skill in Painting.', where one is not di- 
letted by the Paffion o f the Pidiures, is fo inconfidera- 
ble, that I  am in very great Perplexity when I offer 
to fpeakof any Performances of Painters, o f Landskips, 
Buildings, or fingle Figures. This makes me at a l.V s  
liow to mention the Pieces which Mr. Boul expofes to 
Sale by AudUon on Wednefday nest m S.handois-flreet t 
But having heard him commended by thofe who Itave 
bought o f him heretofore for great Integrity in his Deal­
ing, and overheard him. himfelf (tho’ a laudable Painter) 
fay, nothing of his own was fit to coma into the Room
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