
224 S p e c t a t o r . -N° *27.̂
with thofehe had to fell, I fear’d I fhould lofe an O cc^ o n  
o f  fcrving a Man of W ortli, in omitting to fpeak o f liw 
Auftion.
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IN  my laft Thurfd^iys Paper I made mention o f a 
Place called The 'Lovers leap, which I find has raifed 
a great Curiofity among feveral o f my Correfpon- 

dents. I there told them that this Leap was ufed to be 
taken from a Promontoiy o f Leucas. This Lcucas was 
formerly a Part o f Aearnania, being joined to it by a nar­
row Neck o f Land, which the Sea has by Length of 
Tim e overflowed and wafhed aw ay; fo that «at ptelent 
Leucas is divided from the Continent, and is a little Ifland 
in the Ionian Sea. T he Promontory of this Ifland, from 
•whence the Lover took his Leap, was formerly call d 
Leucate. I f  the Reader has a mind to know bo^  the 
Ifland and the Promontory by their modern Titles, 
he will find in his Map the ancient Ifland of Leucas 
under the Name of St. Mauro, and the '  ro-
montory of Leucate under the Name of the Tie Cape of.
ISt. Mauro. .. . • t n. i

S I N  C  E I  am engaged thus far in Antiquity, 1 mult oU- 
fervethat in the Motto prefixed to my Paper, de-
feribes one of his defpairing Shepherds addrefling 
to his Miftrefs after the following Manner ; Alas ! What 
•ivill become o f me! Wretch that la m  ! W ill you not hear 
me? I ’ l l  thronv off my Clothes, and take a Leap into that 
Part o f the Sea which is fo ?mtch frequented Olphis tae
Fijherman. And tho' Ifloould efcapewith my Life, I  know 
you w ill be pleafedwith it. I fhall leave it with the Crmcks
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to determine whether the Place, which this Shepherd lb 
larticularly points out, was not the above-mentioned 
' cu ca te, or at leaft fniiie other Lover’s Leap, which wal 

luppofed to have had the fame EfFciEl. I  cannot believe, 
as all the Interpreters do, that the Shepherd means no­
thing farther here than that he would drown himfelf, 
fince he reprefents the Iffue o f his Leap as doubtful, by ad­
ding, That i f  he fliould efcape with Life, he knows his 
Millrefs would be plcafed with i t ; which is accordino- to 
our Interpretation, that Ihe would rejoice any way t(?get 
rid o f a Lover who was fo troublefom to her.

A F T E R  this fliort Prefece, I fhall prefent my Rea­
der with fome Letters which I have received upon this 
Subjeft. The firft is fent me by a Phyfician.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

T H  E Lover’s Leap, which you mention in your 
 ̂ 223d Paper, was generally, I believe, a very ef-

‘  feftual Cure for Love, and not only for I,ove, but for 
‘ all other Evils. In (hort. Sir, I am afraid it w.as fuch a 
* Leap as that which Hero took to get rid o f her Paf- 
‘ lion for Leander. A  Man is in no Danger o f breakinT"
‘ his Heart, who breaks his Neck to prevent it. I know 
‘ very well the Wonders which ancient Authors relate 
‘  concerning this Leap; and in p.articular, that very 
* many Perfons who tried it, efcaped not only with 
‘ their Lives but their Limbs. I f  by this Me.ans they 
* got rid o f their Love, tho’ it may in part be afcribed 
‘ to the Reafons you give for it; why may not we 
‘ fuppofe that the cold Bath into which they plunged 
‘ themfelvcs, had alfo fome Share in their Cure? A  
‘ Leap into the Sea or into any Creek of Salt Waters, 

very often gives a new Motion to the Spirits, and a new 
‘ Turn to the Blood; for which Reafon we preferibe it 
‘ in Diftempers which no other Medicine will re.ich. I 
‘ could produce a Quotation out o f a very venerable 
‘ Author, in which die Frenzy produced by Love, is 
'■  compared to that which is produced by the Biting of a 
‘ mad. Dog. But as this Comparifon is a little too coarfe 
‘ for your Paper, and might look as i f  it were cited to 
‘ ridicule the Author who has made ufe of i t ; I fliali on- 
‘ ly liint at it, and defire you to confidcr whether, if-ciie 

K 5, ‘ Frenzy
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* Frenzy produced by thefe two different Caufes be of 
‘  the fame Nature, it may not very properly be cured by
*  the fame Means.

la m , S I  Py
Yeur moft Humhie Servant, 

and IVell-vjiJher. 
A E S C U L A P I U S .

Mr. S p e c t a t o r :,.

I am a young Woman crolTed in Love. M y Story is 
very long and melancholy. T o  give you the Heads 

of i t : A  young Gentleman, after having made his A p­
plications to me for three Years together, and filled my 
Head with a thoufand Dreams o f Happinefs, fome few 
Days fince married another. Pray tell me in what Part 
o f the World your Promontory lies, which you call Yhe 
Lover't 'Leap, and whether one may go to it by Land ? 
But, alas, I am afraid it has loft its Virtue, and that a 
Woman of our Times would find no more Relief in 
taking fuch a Leap, than in finging an Hymn to Y en u s. 
So that I muft cry out with Dido in Dryden's, Virgil, 
Ah ! cruel Heaven,, that made no Cure fo r  Love !

Your difconfolate Servant
A T H E N A I S ’.

I

M i s t e r  S p i c t a t u r ,

My  Heart is fo full o f Lofes and Paflions for 
Mrs. Gnuinifrid, and {he is fo pettifh and over­

run with Cholers againft me, that i f  I had the good 
Happinefs to have my Dwelling (which is placed by 
my Great-Cranfether upon the Pottom o f an Hill) no 
fitrther Diftance but twenty Mile from the Lofer’s Leap, 
I  would indeed indeafour to preak my Neck upon 
it on Purpofe. N ow, good Miller S p i c t a t u r  o f 
Crete Rrittain, you muft know it there ifs in Caer- 
narvanjhire a very pig Mountain, the Clory o f all 
Wales which is named Fenmainmaure, and you 
muft alfo know, it ifs no great Journey on Foot from 
m e; but the Road is ftony and bad for Shooes. Now^ 
there is upon the Forehead of this Mountain a very
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* j ’Sĵ  Rock, {like a Parilh Steeple) that cometh a huo-e 
« the Sea j  fo when I am in my Melancholies,

and I do throw my felf from it, I do defire my fery 
 ̂ good Friend to tell me in his Spia^tur, if  I  lliall be 

cure o f my griefous Lofes; for there is the Sea clear as 
Olafs, and as creen as the L eek; Then likewife if  I  be
drown, and preak my Neck, i f  Mrs. a -w M fiu i syill
not lofc ine afterwards. Pray be fpeedy in your An- 
fvvers, for I  am in Crete Hafte, and it is my Tefires to

. rr. Time. I remain with
‘  cordial AlFeaions, your ever lofing Friend,

Da<vytb ap Shenkyn,'

, Raw-fuits have brought me to London, but
 ̂ 1 have loft my Caufes; and fo have made my Refolu- 

tions to go down and leap before the Frofts begin j for 
I  am apt to take Colds.

r i d i c u l e , perhap.s, is abetter Expedient again ft 
ove than fo^r Advice, and I am o f Opinion, that Ih -  

^ ir a j  and Den ^ iixofe  may be as eftcclual to cure the 
bxtravagan^cies o f this Paffion, as any o f the old Philo- 
fopliers. I  lhall therefore publifh very fpeedily, the 
Tranllation of a little Greci Manufeript, which is fent 
me by a learned Friend. It  appears to have been a Piece 
of thofe Records which were kept in the Temple o f 
^po/h, that f t ^  upon the Promontory at' Leucatc.. T h e 
Keader will find it to be a Summary Account o f feveral 
Perfons who tried the I.x)ver’s Leap, and of the Succefs 
they found in it. As tiiere feem to be in it foine Ana- 
chronifms and Deviations from the ancient Orthographv, 
i  am not wholly fatisfied my felf that it isauthentick; and 
not rather the Produdion of one o f thofe Grecian So-̂  
phifters who have impofed upon the World feveral fpu- 
nous Works o f this Nature. I  fpeak this by way of 
precaution, becaufe I know there are feveral Writers, o f 
^common Erudition, who would not fail to expofe my 
ignorance, i f  they caught me tripping in a Matter, o f 
io great Moment. q

^  ed n efd a j,.
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