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N° 228, Wednefda), November 21.

Pa-cuneialorcm fugito, nam Garrulus idem eft. Hor.

h e r e isa Creature who has all the Organs ef
T Speech, a tolerable good Capacity for conceiving

what is laid to it, together with a pretty proper
Behaviour in all the Occurrences of common Life;
but naturally very vacant of Thought in its felf, and
therefore forced to apply itfelf to foreign Affillarxes.
Of this Make is that Man who is very inquifitive.
You may often obferve, that tho' he fpeaks as good
Senle as any Man upon any thing with which he
is well acquainted,- he cannot truft to the Range of his
own Fancy to entertain himfelf upon that Foundation,
but goes on ftill to new Inquiries. | ’hus, tho’ you
know he is fit for the moft polite Converfation, you
lhall fee him very well contented to fit by a Jockey,
giving an Account of the many Revolutions m Ins
Horfe's Health, what Potion he made him talte, how
chat agreed with him, how aftcrwarus he came to his
Stomach and his Exercife, or any the like Imperti-
nence ; and be as well pleafed as if you talked to
biin on the moft important Truths. This Humour is
far from making a Man unhappy, tho’ it may ful™edt
him toRallery; for he generally falls in with a Perfon
who fcems to be born for him, which is your talkative
Fellow. It is fo ordered, that there is a lecret Bent, as
natural as the Meeting of difterent Sexes, in tiiefe two
Charafters, to fupply each other’s Wimts. | had the
Honour the other Day to fit in a publick Rooin, and
iliw an iuquifuive Man look with an Air of Satisfaction
upon the Approach of one of thefc Talkers. Jhe
of ready Utterance fat down by him, and rubbing his
Head, leaning on his Arm, and making an uncafy Coun-
tenance, he began; * There is no manner of News To-
* day. | cannot tell what is the Matter with me, but
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‘| fleptvery ill laft Night; whether | caught Cold or no,
‘| know not, but I fknfy I do not wear Shoes thick
* enough for the Weather, and | have coughed all this
‘ Week : It mull be fo, for the Cuftora. of walking my
‘ Head Winter and Summer with cold Water, prevents
‘ any Injury from the Seafon entring that Way ; fo it
mull come in at my Feet; But | take no Notice ofit ;
as it comes fo it goes. Moll ofour Evils proceed from
too much Tendernefs; and our Faces are naturally
as little able to relill the Cold as other Parts. Tire
Indian anfwered very well to an European, who asked
him how he could go naked; | am all Face.

| obferved this Dilcourfe was as welcome to my gene-
ral Inquirer as any other of more Confequence could
have been ; but fome Body calling our Talker to
another Part of the Room, the Inquirer told the nc/t
Man v.'ho fat by him, that Mr. fuch aone, who was
juft gone from him, ufed to walk his Head in cold
Water every Morning; and fo repeated almoft a)er-
hatim all that had been faid to him. The Truth is,
the Inquifttive are the Funnels of Converfation ; they
do not take in any thing for their own Ufc, but
merely to pafs it to another : Th.ey are the Channels
through which all the Good and Evil that is fpoken
in Town are conveyed. Such as are offended at them,
or think they fufter by their Behaviour, may them-
felves mend that Inconvenience r for they arc not a ma-
licious People, and if you will fupply them, you may
contradict any thing they have faid before by their own
Mouths. A farther Account of a thing is one of the
gratefulleft Goods that can arrive to them ; and it is fel-
dom that they arc more particular than to fay, { 'heTown
will have it, or | have it from a good Hand : So that
there is room for the Town to know the Matter more
particularly, and for a better Hand to contradidl what
was faid by a gtod one.

I have not known this Humour more ridiculous than
in a Father, who has been carneftly folieitous to
have an Account hov/ his Son has pafled his leifure
Flours; if it be in aWay thoroughly infignificant, there
cannot be a greater Joy tlian an Inquirer difeovers in
feeing him follow fo hopefully his own Steps : ﬁﬁié‘



tkis Humour among Men is moft pleafant when they
are faying fomething which is not wholly proper for a
third Perfon to hear, and yet is in it felfindifferent.
The other Day there came in a well-drefled young.
Fellow, and two Gentlemen of this Species immediately
fell a whifpering his Pedigree. | could overhear, by
Breaks, She was his Aunt; then an Anfwer, Ay, fhe was
of the Mother’s Side; Then again in alittle lower Voice,-
His Father wore generally a darker W ig; Anfwer, Not
much. But this Gentleman wears higher Heels to lus
Shoes.

A S the Inquifitive, in my Opinion,are fuch merely
from a Vacancy in their own Imaginations, there is no-
thing, methinks, fo dangerous as to communicate Se-
crets to them } for the fame Temper of Inquiry makes
them as impertinently communicative: But no Man,
though he converfes with them, need put himfclf in
their Power, for they will be contented with Matters of
Icfs Moment as well. When there is Fuel enough, no
matter what it is--------- Thus the Ends of Sentences in
the News-Papers, a.', This ivants Ctnfirmation, This oc-
cafions many Speculations, and Time nuill difisver the
E'vent, are read by them, and confidered not as mere
Expletives.

O N E may fee now and then this Humour accompa-
nied with an infatiable Defire of knowing what palles,
without turning it to any Ufe in the world but merely
their own Entertainment. A Mind which is gratified this
Way is adapted to Humour and Pleafantry, and formed
fbr an unconcerned Charafler in the World j and, like
my felf, to be a mere Speftator. This Curiofity, with-
out Malice or Self-intereft, lays up in the Imagina-
tion a Magazine of Circumftances which cannot but en-
tertain when they arc produced in Converfation. |f one'
were to know from the Man of the firll Quality to the
meanell Servant the different Intrigues, Sentiments, Plea-
fures, and Interefts of Mankind, would it not be the
moft pleafing Entertainraeni imaginable to enjoy fo con-
ftant a Farce, as the ob.erving Mankind much more
different from therafelvcs in their fecrct Thoughts and
publick Ailions, than in tlicir Night-caps and long,
periwigs ?
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Mr. Spectator,

tells US, that Caius Gracchus, the
V. Roman, was frequently hurried by his Paffion in-
to fo loud and tumultuous a way of Speaking, andfo
itramed his Voice as not to be able to proceed? To re-
medy this Excefsjhe had an ingenious Servant, by Name
Licimus, always attending him witli a Pitch-pipe or
Inllrument to regulate the Voice; who, wheneve™ he
heard his Mafterliegm to behigh, immediately touched
a foft Note ;at which, 'tis faid, Caius would prelentlv
abate and grow calm.
‘U PO N recollcfting this Story, | have frequently
wondered that this ufeful Inllrument lliould have been
fo long difcontinued ; efpccially fince we find that this
good Office of L/cinius has preferved his Memory
for many hundred Years, which, methinks, fhould
have encouraged fome one to have fevived it, if not
for the pubiiclc Good, yet for his own Credit It

‘ may be objeded, that our loud Talkers are fo 'fond
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of their own Noife, that they would not take it
well to be checked by their Servants : But granting
this to be true, furely any of their Hearers have a
fo PI'V a foft Note in their own
Defence. To be lhort, no Licinitts appearing and
the None increafing, | was refolved to give tliis late
long Vacation to the Good of my Country ; and |
have at length, by the Affillance of an ingenious
Artift, (who works to the Royal Society ) almoll
completed my Defign, and (hall be ready in a lliort
Time to furnilh the Publick wiUi what Number of
tlicfe Inllruments they pleafe, either to lodge at Cof-
fee-houfes, or carry for their own private Ufe. In the;
mean time, | fhall pay that Refpeft to feveral Gen-
tlemen, who | know will be in Danger of offending
againll this Inllrument, to give them notice of it by
private Letters, in which 1 fhall only write. Geta
Licinius.
I Thould now trouble you no longer, butthat | mult
not conclude without defiring you to accept one of thefe-

. Pipes, which fhall be left for you with Buckley ; and
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