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Homines ad Deos nulla re propius accedsmt, quam falutem 
Hominibus dando. Tull.

Hu m a n  Nature appears a very deformed, or a 
very beautiful Objeft, according to the different 

, Lights in which it is viewed. When we fee Men 
of inflamed Paffions, or o f wicked Defigns, tearing one 
another to Pieces by open Violence, or undermining 
each other by fecret Treachery -; when we obferve bafe 
and narrow Ends purfucd by ignominious and difhonelt 
M eans; when we behold Men mixed in Society as i f  it 
were for the Deftruaion of i t ; we arc even afliam^ of 
our Species, and out of Humour with our o\\'n Being ; 
Eat in another Light, when we behold them mild, gt’ d̂) 
■ and bens/o'eat, full o f a genero'us Regard for tne public c 
Profpcri-:y, compiflioiating each otiier’s Diftreifts, and 
relieving each other’s Wants, we can hardly b dieve tlie/ 
are Creatures o f the fame Kind. In this Vie-Af they 
appear Gods to each other, ia the Exercife of the no- 
b'.cll Power, that o f doing Good ; and the greated 
Compliment we have ever been ab'e to make to our 
own Being, has been by calling this Difpofition of 
Mind Humanity. W e cannot bat obferveji Pleafure 
arifing in our own Breaft upon the feeing or hearing 
o f a generous A£tion, even when we are wholly dil- 
interefted in it. I cannot give a more proper Inftance 
o f this, than by a Letter from 'Pliny, in which he re­
commends a Friend in the mofl: handfom manner, 
and, methinla, it would be a great Pleafure to know 
the Succefs o f  this Epiille, though each Party con­
cerned in it has been fo many hundred Years in his 
Grave.
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To M A X I M U S .

W H  A T  I fliould gladly do for any Friend o f 
yours, I think 1 may now with Confidence 

requeft for a Friend of mine. Arrianus Maturius is the 
moft confiderable Man of his Country ; when I call him 
fo, I do not fpeak with Relation to his Fortune, though 
that is very plentiful, but to his Integrity, Juilice, Gra­
vity, and Prudence; his Advice is uleful to me in Bufi- 
nefs, and his Judgment in Matters of Learning : His F i­
delity, Truth, and goodUnderftanding, are very great; 
befides this, he loves me as you do, than which I can­
not fay any thing that fignifies a warmer AfFeftion. He

To

an interior KanK ; yet 1 think my 
‘ my Endeavours to fcrve and promote him ; and would 
‘ therefore find the Means o f adding fomething to his 
‘ Honours wliile he neither expefts nor knows it, nay,
‘ though he fhould refufe it. Something, in fliort, I  
‘ would have for him that may be honourable, but not 
‘ troublefom ; and I intreat that you will procure him 
‘ the firll; thing of this kind that offers, by which ;you 
‘ will not only oblige me, but him alfo ; for though he 
‘ does not covet it, 1 know he will be as grateful in ac- 
‘ knowledging your Favour as i f  lie had asked it.

Mr. S p ECT ATOR,
‘ H  E Reflexions in fome of your-Papers.on the fcr- 
‘ vile manner of Education now in Ufc, have given
‘ Birth to an Ambition, which, unlefs you difcountenance 
‘ it, will, I doubt, engage me in a very difficult, tho’ not 
‘ ungrateful Adventure. I  am about to undertalte, for the 
' fake o f the Britijh  Youth, to inftruft them in fuch a 
‘ manner, that the moft dangerous Page in V irgil or Hc- 
' mcr may be read by them with much Pleafure, and with 
‘ perfeft Safety to their Perfons.

‘ C O U L D  I prevail fo far as to be honoured with the 
‘ Prote(ftion o f fome few of them, (for I am not Hero 
‘ enough to refcue many) my Delign is to retire  ̂with 
‘ them to an agreeable Solitude; though within the Neigh­

bourhood of a C ity, for the Convenience of tlieir being
‘ inlliucl-
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inftruaed in Mufick, Dancing, Drawing, Defigning. 
or any other Inch Accomplifliments, which it is con­
ceived may make as proper Diverfions for them, gnd 
almoft as pkaCint, as the little fordid Games which 
dirty School-boys are fo much delighted with. It  may 
eafily be imagined, how fuch a pretty Society, conver- 
fing with none beneath themfelves, and fometimes ad­
mitted as perhaps not unentertaining Parties amongft 
better Company, commended and careffed for their lit­
tle Performances, and turned by fuch Converfations to

* a certain Gallantry of Soul, might be brought early 
' acquainted with feme of the moll polite Eng/i/;> Wri-
‘ ters. This having given tliem feme tolerable Tafte of 
‘ Books, they would make themfelves Mailers of the La- 
‘ tin Tongue by Methods far eafier than thofe in Lilly,
' with as little Difficulty or Reludlance as young Ladies
' learn to fpeak/> f»f/j, or to f m g O p e r a s .  When
‘ they had advanced thus far, it would be time to form 
‘ their Tafte fomething more exaflly : One that had 
‘ any true Reiilh o f fine W riting, might, with great 
‘ Plwfure both to himfelf and them, run over together
* with them the bell Rofftan Hiftorians, Poets, and Or?.- 
‘ tors, and point out their more remarkable Beauties ;
‘  give’ them a Ihort Scheme o f Chronology, a little View 
‘ of Geography, Medals, Aftronomy, or what elfe might 
‘ bell feed the bufy inquifitive Humour fo natural to 
■* that Age. Such of them as had the Icaft Spark of 
‘ Genius, when it was once awakened by the Ihining 
‘ Thoughts and great Sentiments o f thofe admired Wri- 
‘ ters, could not, I believe, be eafily withheld from 
‘  atte’mpling that more difficult Sifter Language, whofe 
‘ exalted Beauties they would have heard fo often ce-
* lebrated as the Pride and Wonder o f the whole 
‘ Learned World. In the mean while, it would be 
‘  requifite to exercife their Stile in Writing any light 
‘ Pieces that ask more of Fancy than of Judgments and 
‘ that frequently in their Native language, which every 
‘  one methinks fliould be moll concerned to cultivate, e- 
‘ fntcially Letters in which a Gentleman mull have fo 
‘  frequent Occafions to diftinguilh himfclf. A Set ofgen- 
‘ tecl gcod-natu.ed Youths fallen into fuch a Manner of 
‘ Life, would form almoft a little Academy, and doubt-

‘ Icfs
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