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lefs prove no fuch contemptible Companions, as might 
not often tem ptawifer Man to mingle himfelf in their 
Diveriions, and draw them into fuch ferious Sports as 
might prove nothing Icfs inilruaing than the graveft 
Lelfons. I doubt not but it might be made fSne o f 
their favourite Plays, to contend which o f them lliould 
recite a beautiful Part o f a Poem or Oration, moft grace­
fully, or fometimes to join in afting a Scene o f Terence, 
Sophocles, or our own Shakefpear. T he Caufe o f 
Milo might again be pleaded ixforc more hivourable 
Judges, Cafar  a fecond time be taught to tremble, and 
another Race esiAthenians be afrelh enraged at the Am ­
bition of another Philip. Amidll thefe noble Amufe- 
ments, we could hope to fee the early Dawnings o f 
their Imagination daily brighten into Senle, their In­
nocence improve into Virtue, and their unexperienced 
Good-nature diredled to a generous Love o f their 
Country,
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O Pudor !  O Pictas ! Mart,

Lo o k i n g  over the Letters which I have lately 
received from my Correfpondents, I  met with the 
following one, which is written with fuch a Spirit 

of Politenefs, that I could not but be very much pleafej 
with it my felf, and queftion not but it will be as accep­
table to the Reader.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ Y O U ,  who are no Stranger to Publick AlTemblies, 
* I- cannot but have obferved the Aw e they often 
‘ ftrike on fuch as are obliged to exert any Talent before 
‘ them. This is a fort o f elegant Diflrefs, to which in- 
‘  genuous Minds arc the molt liable, and may therefore 
‘ deferve fome Remarks in your Paper. Many a brave

'  Fellow,
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Fellow, who has put his Enemy to Flight in the Field, 
has been in the utmoll Diforder upon making a Speech 
before a Body of his Friends at home: One would thin.< 
there was feme kind of Fal'cination in the Eyes o f a 
laree Circle o f People, when darting altogether upon 
one Perfon. I have feen a new A fter in a ’I ragedy fo 
bound up by it as to be fcarce able to fpeak or move, 
and have expefted he would have died above three Afts 
before the Dagger or Cup of Poifon were brought in. 
I t  would not be amifs, if  fuch an one were at firft in­
troduced as a Ghoft, or a Statue, till he recovered lus 
Spirits, and grew fit for fome living Part 
« fudden IDefcrtioii o f one s fclfihewsa Dini-
dence, which is not difpleafmg, it implies at the fame 
time the greateft Refpeft to an Audience that can be.

‘ It is a fort o f mute Eloquence, which pleads for their 
Favour much better than Words could do; and we find 
their Generofity naturally moved to fupport thofe who 
are in fo much Perplexity to entertain them. I was ex­
tremely pleafed with a late Inftance of this Kind at the 
Opera o f Almahide, in the Encouragement given to a 
voune Singer, whofe more than ordinary Concern on 
her firii: Appearance, recommended her no lefs than her 
agreeable \^ ice, and juft Performance. Meer Balh- 
fSnefs without Merit is aukward ; and Merit without 
Modefty, infolent. But modeft Merit lias_ a double 
Claim to Acceptance, and generally meets with as ma­
ny Patrons as Beholders.

&c.

I T  is impofllble that a Perfon fliould exert hiififelf 
to Advantage in an Affembly, whether it be his P.wt 
cither to fing or fpeak, who lies under too great Opprefli- 
ons o f Modefty. I remember, upon talking with a Friend 
of mine concerning the Force of Pronunciation, our Dii- 
courfc led us into the Enumeration of the fevcral Organs 
o f Speech which an Orator ought to have m Perfeftion, 
as the I'ongue, the Teeth, the Lips, the Nofe, the Palate, 
and the Wind-pipe. Upon which, fays my Friend, you 
have omitted the molt material Organ of them all, and 
that is the Forehead. ‘ B U T
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B U T  notwithftanding an Excefs o f Modelly obftrudh 
riie Tongue, and renders it unfit for its Offices, a due 
Proportion o fit is thought fo requifite to an Orator, that 
Rhetoricians have recommended it to their Difciplesas a 
Particular in their Art. Cicero tells us that he never liked 
an Orator, who did net appear in fome little Confufion at 
the Beginning of his Speech, and confeffes that he himfelf 
never entered upon an Oration without Trembling and 
Concern. It is indeed a kind o f Deference which is due 
to a great AfTembly, and feldcm fails to raife a Benevo­
lence in the Audience towards the Perfon who fp&iks. 
M y Correfpondent has taken notice that the braveli 
Men often appear timorous on thefe Occafions, as indeed 
we may obferve, that there is generally no Creature mors 
impudent than a Coward.

------ Lingua melior, fed frigida hello
Dextera ——

A  bold Tongue, and a feeble Arm, are thcQua’ ificatlons 
tif Dranees in V irg il; as Homer, toexprefs a Man both 
timorous and faucy, makes ufc o f a kind o f Point, which 
is very rarely to be met with in his Writings ; namely, 
that hp had the Eyes o f a Dog, but the'Heart o f a Deer.

A  juft and reafonable Modefty does not only recom­
mend Eloquence, but fets off every great Talent which a 
Man can be poffeffed of. It heightens all the Virtues which 
it accompanies j like the Shades in Paintings, it raifes and 
rounds every Figure, and makes the Coloure more beauti-- 
ful, though not fo glaring as they would be without it.

M  O  D  E S 1 ' Y  is not only an Ornament, but alfo a 
Guard tp Virtue. It is a kind of quick and delicate 
Feeling in the Soul, which makes her Ihrink and with­
draw her felf from every thing that has Danger in it. 
It is fucli an exquifite Senfibility, as warns her to fhun 
the firll Appearance o f every thing which is hurtful.

I  cannot at prefent recolleft either the Place or Time 
of what I am going to mention j but I  have read fome- 
wherc in the Hiftory o f Antient Greece, that the Women 
of the Country were feized with an un.accountable Me­
lancholy, which difpofed fcveral o f them to make away 
with thcmfelves. The Senate, after having tried many 
Expedients to prevent this Self-Murder, which was fo fre- 

V o  L. I I I .  L  quent
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quent among them, publifhed an Edi£t, That i f  any W o­
man whatever ihould lay violent Hands upon herfelf, her 
Corps Ihould be expofed naked in the Street, and dragged 
about the City in the moft publick Manner. This Edidl 
immediately put a Stop to the Praaice which was before 
fo common. W e may fee in this Inftance the Strength 
o f  Female Modelly, which was able to overcome the Vio­
lence even of Madnefs and Defpair. The Fear o f Shame 
in the Fair Sex, was in thofe Days more prevalent than 
that o f Death.

I F Modefty has fo great an Influence over our Aaions, 
and is in many Cafes fo impregnable a Fence to Virtue ; 
what can more undermine Morality than that Politenefs 
which reigns among the unthinking Part o f Mankind, 
and treats as unfalhionable the moll ingenuous Part of 
our Behaviour; which recommends Impudence as Good­
breeding, and keeps a Man always in Countenance, not 
becaufe he is Innocent, but becaufe he is Shamelefs ?

S E N E C  J  thought Modefty fo great a Check to Vice, 
that he preferibes to us the Praftice o f it in Secret, and 
advifes us to raife it in our felves upon imaginary Occa- 
fions, when fuch as are real do not offer themfelves; for 
this is the Meaning o f his Precept, that when we arc by 
our felves, and in our greateft Solitudes, we Ihould fanfy 
that Cato Hands before us and fees every thing we do. In 
ftiort, i f  you banilh Modefty out o f the World, Ihe car­
ries away with her half the Virtue that is in it.

A F T E R  thefe Reflexions on Modefty, as it is a 
V irtue; I  mull pbferve, that there is a vicious Mo­
defty, which juftly deferves to be ridiculed, and which 
thofe Perfons very often difeover, who value themfelves 
moft upon a well-bred Confidence. This happens when 
a Man is alhamed to aft up to his Reafon, and would not 
upon any Confideration be furprifed in the Praftice of 
thofe Duties, for the Performance o f which he was font 
into the World. Many an impudent Libertine would bluih 
to be caught in a ferious Difeourfe, and would fcarce be 
able to Ihew his Head, after having difclofed a religious 
Thought. Decency o f Behaviour, all outward Show of 
Virtue, and Abhorrence o f Vice, are carefully avoided 
by this Set of Shame-faced People, as what would difpa- 
rat̂ e their Gaiety o f Temper, and infallibly bring them 
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