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to Difhonour. This is fuch a Poornefs of Spirit, fuch a
defpicable Cowardife, fuch a degenerate abjedt State of
Mind as one would think human Nature incapable of,
did we not meet with frequent Inftances of it in ordi-
nary Converfation.

T H E R E is another Kind of vicious Modefty which
makes a Man afliamed of his Perfon, his Birth, his Pro-
feffign, his Poverty, or the like Misfortunes, which it was
not in his Choice to prevent, and is not in his Power to
redlify. 1fa Man appears ridiculous by any of the afore-
mentioned Circumftances, he becomes much more fo by
being out of Countenance for them. They lhould rather
give him Occafion to exert a noble Spirit, and to palliate
thofe Imperfedlions which are notin his Power, by thofe
Perfectionswhich are; or to ufeavery witty Allufion ofan
eminent Author, he fliould imitate Crsfar, who, bccaufe
his Head was bald, covered that Defedt witJi Laurels. C

N? 232. Monday™ November 26.

Nihil largiundo gloriam adeptus ejl. Salluft.

divides himfclf almoft equally between the Town

and the Country : His Time in Town is given

up to the Publick, and the Management of his private
Fortune ; and after every three or four Days fpent in this
Manner, he retires for as many to his Seat within a few
Miles of the Town, to the Enjoyment of himfelf, his
Family, and his Friend. Thus Bufmef? and Pleafure,
or rather, in Sir Andrew, Labour and Reft, recom-
mend each other: They take their Turns with fo
qguick a Viciffitude, that neither becomes a Habit, or
takes Polfellion of the whole Man; nor is it poffible
he fliould be forfeited with either. | often fee him at
our Club in good Humour, and yet fometimes too
with an Air of Care in his Looks: But in his Coun-
try Retreat he is always unbent, and fuch a Compa-
L 2 nion

I\/Iy wife and good Friend, Sir Andrew Freeport,
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nion as | could defire ; and therefore | feldom fdl to make
one with him when he is pleafed to invite me

t h e other Day, as foon aswe were got into his Cha-
riot. two or three Beggars on each Side kung upon the
Doors, and folicited our Charity with the ufual Rk”~onck
of afick Wife or Husband at home, three or four kelplefs
little Children all ft*rving with Cold and Hunger. We
were forced to part with feme Money to get rid of their
Importunity; Ld then we proceeded on our Journey
with the Bleffings and Acclamations of thefe People.

“ W ELL then, fays Sir Andre~Ji, we go oil with the
Prayers and good Wilhes of the Beggars, and ~rhaps
too our Healths will bedrunk at the next Aledioufe :
So all we Ihall be able to value that
we have promoted the Trade ofthe Viauall™ and the
Excifes of the Government. But how few OunMs of
Wooll do we fee upon the Backs of thofe pwr Crea-
tures ? And when they lhall next fall in °ur Way, they
will hardly be better dreft; they nmft always live m
Rags to look like Objeds of Compaffion. If their Fa-
milies too are fuch as they are repn*nted, tis certain
diey cannot be better clothed, and mull be greju
deal worfe fed ; One would think Potatoes lliou.d be
all their Bread, and their Drinkthc pureElement; and
then what goodly Cuftomers are the Farmers like to
have for their Wooll, Corn and Cattle ? Such CuRo-
mers, and fuch a Confumption, cannot choofe but ad-
vance the Landed Intereft, and hold up the Rents of
“ the Gentlemen. . 1 r ¢
' BUT ofall Men living, we Merchants, who Inx by
Baying and Selling, ought never to fneourage Beg-
pars The Goods which we export are indeed the Pro-
aud of the Lands, but much the greatell Part of their
Value is the Labour of the People: But how much o
thefe Peoples Labour Ihall we export whilft we hire
them to lit Hill ? The very Alms they recewe from
< us are the Wages of ldlenefs. | have often bought

that no Man lliould be permitted to ta”e Relic, fiom
the Pariili, or to ask it in the Street, till he has firft pur-
{zhafﬁd as much as poffible of his ov/n Livelihood by
< e abOUr of his own Hands; and then the Publicic
« ought only to be taxed to make good the Deficiency”™
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I f this Rule was ftriftly obfcrved, we fhoiild feeevejy
where fuch a multitude of new Labourers, as would
in all Probability reduce the Prices efall our Manufac-
tures. It is the very Life of Merchandife to buy cheap
and fell dear. The Merchant ought to make his Out-Set
as cheap as poffible, that he may find the greater Profit
upon his Returns; and nothing will enable him to do
this like the ReduiSlion of the Price ofLabour upon all
our Manufaflures. This toowould be the ready Way
toincreafc the Number of our Foreign Markets; The
Abatement of the Price of the Manufaflure would pay
for the Carriage of it to more diftant Countries; and
this Confequcnce would be equally beneficial both to
the Landed and Trading Interefts. As fo great an Ad-
dition of labouring Hands would produce this hapj.y
Confequenceboth totheMerchantandtheGcentlemanj
our Liberality to common Beggars; and every other
ObAruftion to the Increafe of Labourers, muA be
equally pernicious to both.

S IR Jndre’iu then went on to affirm, That the R«-

duftion of the Prices of our Manufiiclures by the Ad-
dition of fo many new Hands, would be no Inconve-
nience to any Man : But obferving | was fomething
Aartled at the AAcrtion, he made a fhort Paufe, and
then refumed the Difeourfe. “ Itmayfeem, fays he,

“

a Paradox, that the Price of Labour fhould be reduced
without an Abatement of Wages, or that Wages can
be abated without any Inconvenience to the La-
bourer, and yet nothing is more certain than that
both thefe Things may happen? The Wages of the
Labourers make the greateA Part ofthe Price of every
Thing that is ufeful ; and if in Proportion with the
Wages the Prices ofall other Things Aiall be abated,
every Labourer with lefs Wages would fiill be able
to purchafe as many Ncceffarics of Life, where then
would be the Inconvenience ? But the Price of Labour
may be reduced by the Addition of more Hands to a
Manufacture, and yet the Wages of Perfons remain ;;s
high as ever. The admirable Sir Willmm Pettj has giv-
en Examples of this in fome of his Writings: One of
them, as| remember, is that,ofa Watch, which | fhall
endeavour to explain folzisfgall fuit my prefent Purppfe.
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It is certain, that a fingle Watch could not be made fo
cheap in Proportion by one only Man, as a hundred
Watches by a hundred ; for as there isvaft Vwiety in
the Work, no one Perfon could equally fuit himfelf to
all the Parts of it j the Manufafture would be tedious,
and at laft but clumfily performed: Butifan hundred
Watches were to be made by a hundred Men, the Cafes
may be afligned to one, the Dials to another, theWheels
to another, the Springs to another,and every other Part
to a proper Artill:; as there would be no need of per-
plexing any one Perfon with too much Variety, every
one would' be able to perform his fingle Part with
»rreater Skill and Expedition; and the hundred Watches
would be finiflied in one fourth Part ofthe Time of the
firft one, and every one of them at one fourth Part of
the Colt, though the Wages of every Man were equal.
The Reduftion of the Price of the Manufadure would
increafe the Demand of it, all the fame Hands would
be Hill employed and as well paid. The fame Rule will
hold in the Clothing, the Shipping, and all other Trades
whatfoever. And thus an Addition of Hands to our
Manufeftures will only reduce the Price of them ; the
Labourer will ftill have as much Wages, and will con-
fequently be enabled to purchafe more Conveniencies
of Life ; fo that every Interell in the Nation would
receive a Benefit from the Increafe of our Working
People. . .

“ "BESIDES, 1 feeno Occafion for this Chanty to
common Beggars, fince every Beggar is an Inhabitant
ofaParifh, and e”ery Parifli is taxed to the Mainte-
nance oftheir own Poor. For my own part, | cannot
be mightily pleafed with the Lawswhich have donethis,
which have provided better to feed than employ the
Poor. We have a Tradition from our Forefathers,
that ~ er the firft of thofe Laws was made, they were
infultedwith that famous Song ;

Hang Sorrow, and caji away Care,

The~PariJh is bound tofind us. See.
And ifwe will be fo good-natured as to maintain them
without Work, they can do no lefs in Return than
fing us fbe Merry Beggars, «WH
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“ WHAT then? Am | agamftall Ails of Charity ?
God forbid ! | know ofno Virtue in the Gofpel that
is in more pathetick ExpreiSons recommended to our
PrafUce. | 'washungry andye gave me noMeat, thir-
fly and ye ga'ue me no Drink, naked andye clothed me
not, a Stranger and ye took me not in, jtck and in
?rifon andye vijited me not. Our Blefled Saviour
treats the Exercife or Negleft of Charity towards a
poor Man, as the Performance or Breach ofthis Duty
“ towards himfdf. 1 ihall endeavour to obey the Will
ofmy Lordand Mailer : And therefore if an induilri-
ous Man fhall fubmit to the hardeft Labour and coarfefl
Fare, rather than endure the Shame of taking Relief
from the Pariih, or asking it in the Street, this is the
“ Hungry, the Thirfly, the Naked ; and | ought to
believe, if any Man is come hither for Shelter againll
Perfecution or OpprefGon, this is the Stranger, and
“ 1 ought to take him in. I1fany Countryman of our
own is fallen into the tiands of Infidels, and lives
in a State of miferable Captivity, this is the Man in
Prifon, and T fhould contribute to his Ranfom. |
ought to give to an Hofpital oflnvalids, to recover
as many uleful Subjefts as | can; but | fhall bellow
none of my Bounties upon an Alms-houfe ofidle Peo-
pie j and for the fame Reafon | fhall not think it 3
Reproach to me if I had withheld my Charity from.
thofe common Beggars. But we preferibe better Rules
than we are able to pra&ife; we are afhamed not to
give into the miflaken Culloms of our Country ; Bui
at the fame Time, | cannot but think it a Reproach
worfe than that of common Swearing, that the Idle
and the Abandoned are fuffered in the Name of Hea-
ven and all that is facred, to extort from chriflian.
and tender MindsaSupply toa profligate Way of Life,
that is always to be fupported, but never relieved.

Tuefday,





