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-------- Tanquam hiec fint noftri medicina furoris,
Jint Deus ills malts hominum mitefcere difcat. V irg.

I
 Shall, in this Paper, difcharge my lelf o f the Promife 

I have made to the Publick, by obliging them with a 
Tranflation of the little Greek Manufcript, which i» 

laid to have been a Piece of thofe Records that were pre- 
ferved in the Temple o f Apollo, upon the Promontory of 
Leucate: It is a Ihort Hillory o f the Lover’s Leap, and it 
infcribed. An Account o f  Pcr/ons Male and Female, ’who 
offered up their Vc’wsin the Temple o f  Pythian Apollo, 
in the FortyJtxth Olympiad, and leaped from the Promon- 
torj o f  Leucate into the Ionian Sea, in order to curt 
thcmfel’ves o f  the Paffton o f  Loose.
■ T H I S  Account is very dry in many Parts, as only 
mentioning tlie Name o f the Lover who leaped, the 
Terfon he leaped for, and relating, in ihort, that he was 
either cured, or killed, or maimed by the Fall. It in­
deed gives the Names of fo many who died by it, that 
it  would have looked like a Bill of M ortality, had I tranf- 
lated it at full length ; I have therefore made an Abridg­
ment o f it, and only extradfed fuch particular Pailitges as 
have fomething extraordinary, either in the Cafe, or in 
the Cure,, or in the Fate o f the Perfon who is mentioned 
in it. After tliis Ihort Preface takd the Account as fol- 
lows.

B  A T T U S , the Son cAMenalcas the Sicilian, leaped for 
Bombyca the Mufician: Got rid of his Paffion with the Lofs 
ofhis Right I eg and Arm, which were broken in theFall.

M E  L  I S S  A, in Love with Daphnis, very much bruif- 
cd, but cfcapcd with Life.

C T N / S C ^ , the Wife o f being in Love
with Lycus ; and Aifchineslxet Husband being in Love 
with Eurilla j (which had made this married Couple 
very uncafy to one another for feveral Y ears) both the

Husband
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Husband and the Wife took the Leap h j  Confent; they 
both of them efcaped, and have lived very happily to­
gether ever fince.

L J R I S  S J ,  a Virgin o f 7j&f^/y,defcrted by Plexip- 
ftu , after a Courtlhip o f three Yerrs ; fhe flood upon the 
Brow of the Promontory for fome Time, and after having 
thrown down a Ring, a Bracelet, and a little Pifture, with 
other Prefents which Ihe had received from Plexippus, fhe 
threw herfelf into the Sea, and was taken up alive.

N. B . Larijfa, before fhe leaped, made an Offering to 
a Silver Cupid in the Temple of Apollo.

S IM ./E T H A , in Love with ths Myndiau,
perifhed in the Fall.

C H A R I X U S ,  the of Sappho, in Love with
Bhodcpc the Courtefan, having fpent his whole Eflate up­
on her, was advifed by his Sifter to leap in the Beginning 
of his Amour, but would not hearken to her till he was 
reduced to his laft T alen t; beingfbrfaken by Rhodope, at 
length refolved to take the Leap. Perifhed in it.

A  R I D A iU S ,  a beautiful Youth of Epirus, in Love 
with Praxinoe, the 'W ikofThefpis, efcaped without Da­
mage, faving only that two of his Fore-teeth were ftruck 
cut and his Nofe a little flatted.

C L E 0  R A , a Widow of Ephefus, being inconfolable 
for the Death of her Husband, was refolved to take tliis 
Leap in order to get rid o f her Pafllon for his Memory ; 
but being arrived at the Promontory, fhe there met with 
Dimmachtts the Miletiati, and after a fhort Converfation 
with him, laid afide the Thoughts ofher Leap, and mar- ' 
tied him in the Temple o f Apollo.

N. B . Her Widow’s Weeds are ftill to be feen hang­
ing up in the Weftern Corner o f the Temple.

O L P H I S ,  the Fifherman, having received a Box on 
the Ear from ‘Thejlylis the Day before, and being deter­
mined to have no more to do with her, leaped, and 
efcaped with Life.

A T A L  A N T  A, an old Maid, whofe Cruelty had fc- 
vcral Years before driven two or three defpairing Lovers 
to this Leap j being now in the fifty fifth Year o fh er 
Age, and in Love with an Officer o f Sparta, broke her 
Neck in the Fall.

■ I w':ll

L S H I P -
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H I P  P - ^ R C  H U S  being paffionatly fond of his own 

W ife, who was enamoured o f Batlyllus, leaped, and died 
o f his F a ll; upon which his W ife married her Gdlant.

T E T P T X ,  theDancing-mafter, in Love with 
an AthenianMzXxon, threw himfelf from the Rock with 
great A gility, but was crippled in the Fall.

D  I  A G  O R A S ,  the Ufurer, in Love with his Cook- 
Maid ; he peeped feveral times over the Precipice,
Heart mifgivmg him, he went back, and married her 
that Evening.

C I N  jE  D U S ,  after having entred his own Name in 
the Pythian Records, being asked the Name of the Per- 
fon whom he leaped for, and being aihamed to difcover 
it, he was fet afide, and not fuffered to leap.

E U D  1 C A,2. Maid o f Paphos, n g ti Nineteen, m Love 
with Eurylates. Hurt in the Fall, but recovered.

H. B. This was her fecond Tim e of her Leaping.
H E  S P  E  R U S , z  young Man oiTarentum, in Love 

with his Matter’s Daughter. Drowned, the Boats not 
coming in foon enough to his Relief.

S A P P H O ,  the Lesbian, in Love with P/^«fl«,arrived dt 
the Temple o i Apollo, habited like a Bride in Garments as 
white as Snow. She wore a Garland of Myrtle on her 
Head, and carried in her Hand thelittleMufical Inttrument 
o f  her own Invention. After having fung an Flyinn to 
Apollo, fhehungup her Garland on one Side of his Altar, 
and her Harp on the other. She then tuck’d up her Veft- 
ments, like a Spartan V irgin, and araidft thoufands of 
Speflators, who were anxious for her Safety, and offered 
up Vows for her Deliverance, marched direftly forwards 
to the utmott Summit o f the Promontory, where after ha­
ving repeated a Stanza of her own Verfes, which we could 
not hear, (he threw herfelf off the Rock with fuch an Intre­
pidity as was was never before obferved in any who had at­
tempted that dangerous Leap. Many who were prefent re­
lated, that they fawher fall into the Sea, from whence fhe 
never rofe again; tho’ there were others who affirmed, that 
fee never came to the Bottom of her Leap, but that Ihe 
was changed into a Swan as fhe fell, and that they faw her 
hovering in the Air under that Shape. But whether or no 
the Whitenefs and fluttering o f her Garments might not 
deceive thofe who looked upon her, or whether fhe might

not
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