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been told with fome entertaining Circumllances,

tell it over again with Particulars that dellroy the
Jeft, but give Light into the Truth of the Narration..
This fort ofVeracity, though it is impertinent, has fome-
tlimg amiable in it, becaufe it proceeds from the Love
of Truth, even in frivolous Occafions. |If fuch honell
Amendments do not promife an agreeable Companion,
they do a fincere Friend; for wliich Reafon one lhould
allow them fo much ofour Time, if we fall into their
Company, as to fet us right in Matters that can do us no
manner of Harm, whether the Fafts be one Way or the
other. Lies which are told out of Arrogance and Oilen-
tation a Man lhould deted in his own Defence, becaufe
he ihould not be triumphed over; Lies which are told out
of Malice he ihould expofe, both for his own fake and.
that of tlie reft of Mankind, becaufe every Man lhould

rife

Y OU very often hear People, after a Story has
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rife againft a common Enemy : But the officious Liar ma
ny have argued is to be excufed, becaufc it does fomcMan
good, and”~Man hurt. The Man who made more than
irdinary fpecd froma Fight in which the

beaten, Md told them they Ipd acomplete Vifto
vy, and put the whole City into the utmoft Joy

tLon, was checked by the Ma~ftmtes for I''/ >
but excufed himfelf by faying, O Jth~tans /am | >0«
Enemy becaufe | gave ye two happy Days ? This Fellmv
did to awhole People what an Acquaintance of mine d”s
every Day he lives in fome eminent Degree to particular
PerfOTS. He isever lying People into good Humour, and,
as ?lato faid, it was allowable in Phyficians to lye to their
Patients to keep up their Spints, I am

ther my Friend’s Behaviour is not as excusable. His

ner is to exprefs himfelf furprifed at thechearful Counte-
mnceofaLnwhom he obferves diffident of himfe”;
and generally by that means makes his Lye a Truth, tie
wilUMas if hedid notknow any thing of the Circumftance,
ask one whom he knows at Variance with another, what
is the Meaning that Mr. fuch a one, naming his -Adver-
dary, does not applaud him with that Heartinefs which
formerly he has heard him ? He faid indeed, (continue,
he) | would rather have that Man for my Friend Aan
any Man in England; but for an Enemy i*
«TltrXeVeSAnnnnn who expeaed nothing but
dotvnright Rallcry from that Side. According as he fee*
his Praaiccs fucceed, he goes to the oppofite Party, and
tells him, he eannot imagine how it happens that fbnne
People know one another fo little ; you fpoke with fo
much Coldnefs of a Gentleman who faid more Good
of you, than, let me tell you, any Man living deferves.
The Succefs of one of thefe Incidents w”s, that the
next Time that one of the Adverfaries fpicd tlie other,
he hems after him in the publick Street, and they
mull crack a Bottle at the next lavern, that ufed to
turn out of the other's Way to avoid one another s Eye-
Jhot He will tell one Beauty lhe Was commended by
another, nay, he will fay fhe gave the Woman he fpeidts
to, the Prefererice iH a Particular for whieh Ihe h€rfclfis
admired. The pleafanteft Confufion imagmab.c isin”e
through the whole Town by my Fnenus mdirea™ Of-
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fices; you fhall have a Vifit returned after halfa Yearns
Abfence, and mutual Railing at each other every Day of
that Time. They meet with a thoufand Lamentations for
fo long a Separation, each Party naming herfelf for the
greatell Delinquent, if the other can poffibly be fo good
as to forgive her, which (he has no reafon in the world,
but from the Knowledge of her Goodnefs, to hope for.
Very often a whole Train of Railers of each Side tire
their Horfes in fetting Matters right which they have
faid during the War between the Parties; and a whole
Circle of Acquaintance are pat into a thoufand pleafing
Paffions and Sentiments, inftead of the Pangs of Anger,
Envy, Detraffion, and Malice.

T H E worft Evil | ever obferved this Man’s Falfhood
occafion, has been that he turned Detra£lion into Flattery.
He is well-skilled in the Manners of the World, and by
over-lookingwhat Men really are, he grounds his Artifice*
upon what they have a mind to be. Upon this Foundation,
if tsvo diliant Friends ai-e brought together, and the Ce-
ment feems to be weak, he never reits till he finds new
Appearances to take ofl'all Remains oflll-will,and that by
new Mifunderftandings they are thoroughly reconciled.

To the Spectator.

SIR, Devonjhire, No'v. 14. lyiiT
*'N' HERE arrived in this Neighbourhood two Days
ago one ofyour gay Gentlemen ofthe Town, who
being attended at his Entry with a Servant of his own,
befides a Countryman he had taken up for a Guide,
excited the Curiofity ofthe Village to learn whence and
what he might be. The Countryman (to whom they
applied as moft cafy of Accefs) know little more than
that the Gentleman came from London to travel and
fee Fafhions, and was, as he heard fay, a Free-thinker:
What Religion that might be, he could not tell j and
for his own Part, if they had not told him the Man was
a Free-thinker, he lhould have gue(Ted, by his way of
talking, he was little better than a Heathen ; except-
ing only that he had been a good Gentleman to him,
and made him drunk twice in one Day, over and a-

bove what they had bargained for.
‘1 do notlook upon the Simplicity of this, and feve-
n ‘ ral
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ral odd Inquiries with which I fhall trouble you, to be
wondered at, much lefs.can | think that our Youths of
lineW it, and enlarged Underftandings, have any reafon
to laugh. There is no Neceflity that every Squire in
Great Britain lhould know what theWord Free-thinker
Hands for ; but it were much to be wi(hed,that they who
value themfelves upon that conceited Title were alittle
better inftrufted in what it ought to Hand for; and that
they would not perfuade themfelves a Man is really and
truly a Free-thinker in any tolerable Senfe, merely by
virtue of his being an Atheift, or an Infidel ofany other
DiftinfUon. It may bedoubt” with good Rcafon, whe-
ther tltereever was in Nature a moreabjeft, llavifh, and
bigotted Generation than the Tribe of Beaux Efprits,
at prefent fo prevailing in this llland. Their Pretenfion
to be Free-thinkers, is no other than Rakes have to be
Free-livers, and Savages to be Free-men, that is, they
can think whatever they have a mind to, and give them-
felves up to whatever Conceit the Extravagancy of their
Inclination, or tlreir Fancy, lhall fuggeft ; they can
think as wildly as they talk and a£t, and will not endure
that their Wit Ihould be controuled by fuch formal
Thin»s as Decency and common Senfe ; Deduftion,
Coherence, Confiftency, and all the Rules of Reafon
they accordingly difdain, as too precife and mechani-
cal for Men of a liberal Education.

* THIS, asfaras| couldever learn from theirWritings,
or my own Obfervation,is a true Account ofthe Britijk
Free-thinker. Our Vifitant here, who gave occafion to
this Paper, has brought with him a new Syftein ofcom-
mon Senfe, the Particulars of which | am not yet ac-
quainted with,but will lofe no Opportunity of informing
myfelfwhether it contain any thing worth Mr. Spec-
T ATor’sNotice. In the mean time. Sir, | cannot but
think it would be for the good of Mankind, if you would
take this Subjeft into your own Confideration, and con-
vince the hopellil Y outh ofour Nation, that Licentiouf-
nefs is not Freedom; or, if fiich a Paradox will not be
underllood, that aPrejudice towards Atheifm isnot Im-
partiality. lam, SIR, Tour mojl humble Ser-vant,
' PHILONOUS.

Thur/daj,





