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T h e r e  is nothing which lies more within the Pra 
Vince o f a Spedator than publick Shows and Diver- 
lions ; and as among thefe there are none which 

can pretend to vie with thofe elegant Entertainments that 
are exhibited in our Theatres, I  think it particularly in­
cumbent on me to take notice o f every thing that is re­
markable in fuch numerous and refined Affemblies 

I T  is obferved, that o f late Years there has been a cer­
tain Perfon in the upper GaUery o f the Play-houfe, who 
when he is p ^ fe d  with any thing that is afted upon the

a loud Knock upon 
the Belches or the \Vainfcot, which may beheard over the 
whole Theatre. Tliis Perfon is commonly known by the 

of tne Truni-f.'iahr in the upper Gallery. Whether 
It be, that the Blow he gives on thefe Occafions refembles 
that which is often heard in the Shops o f fuch Artifans or 
that he was fuppofed to have been a real Trunk-maker 
who after the finilliing ofhis D ay’s W ork ufed to unbend 
his Mind at thefe publick Diverfions with his Hammer in 
his H ^ d , I cannot certainly tell. There are fome, I  know 
who have been foolifli enough to imagine it is a Spirit 
which haunts the upper Gallery, and from time to time 
makes thofe ftrange Noifes; and the rather becaufe he is 
obferved to be louder than ordinary every time the Gholl 
o f Hamlet appears. Others have reported, that it is a 
dumb Man, who has chofen this W ay o f uttering him- 
felf when he is tranfported with any thing he fees or 
h^rs. Others will have it be to the Play-houfeThunderer 
that exerts himfelf after this manner in the upper Gal­
lery, when he has nothing to do upon the Roof.

B U T  having made it my Bufmefs to get the beft In­
formation I could in a Matter o f this Moment, I  find that 
tke Trunk-maker, as he is commonly called, is a larec

black
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black Man, whom no body knows. He generally leans 
forward on a huge Oaken Plant with great Attention ta 
every thing that palTes upon the Stage. He is never feen 
to fmilc ; out upon hearing any thing that pleafes him, 
he takes up his Staff with both Hands, and lays it upon 
the next Piece of Timber that ftands in his way with ex­
ceeding Vehemence; After which, he compofes himfelf 
in his former Pofture, till fuch Time as fomething new 
fets him again at Work.

I T  has been obferved, his Blow is fo well timed, that 
the moll judicious Critick could never except aeaind it. 
As foon as any Ihining Thought is expreffed in the Poet, 
or any uncommon Grace appears in the Adtor, he fmites 
the Bench or Wainfeot. I f  the Audience does not con­
cur with him, he fmites a fecond Time, and if  the Au­
dience is not yet awaked, looks round liim with great 
W rath, and repeats the Blow a third Time, which never 
fails to produce the Clap. He fometimes lets the Audi­
ence begin the Clap of themfelves, and at the Conclufion 
o f their Applaufe ratifies it with a fingle Thwack.

H  E is of fo great Ufe to the Play-houfe, that it is faid 
a former Diredlor o f it, upon his not being able to pay 
his Attendance by reafon of Sicknefs, kept one in Pay to 
officiate for him till fuch time as he recovered ; but the 
Perfon fo employed, tho’ he laid about him with incre­
dible Violence, did it in fuch wrong Places, that the Aur 
dience foon found out that it was not their old Friend 
the Trunk-maker.

I T  has been remarked, that he has not yet exerted 
himfelf with Vigour this Seafon. He fometimes plies at 
the Opera ; and upon Nicolini's firff Appearance, was 
faid to have demoliihed three Benches in the Fury of his 
Applaufe. He has broken half a dozen Oaken Plants up­
on Dogget, and feldom goes away from a Tragedy of 
Shakefpear, without leaving the Wainfeot extremely 
fhattered.

T F IE  Players do not only connive at his obllrepe- 
rous Approbation, but very chearfully repair at their own 
Coll whatever Damages he makes. They had once a 
Thought o f creeling a Blind of Wooden Anvil for his 
U fe that Ihould be made o f a very founding Plank, in 
order to render his Strokes more deep and mellow j but
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as this might not have been diftinguifhed from the Mu- 
fick o f a Kettle-Drum, the Projeil was laid afide.

I N  the mean while, I  cannot but take notice o f the 
great Ufe it is to an Audience, that a Perfon fliould thus 
prefide over their Heads like the Direftor of a Confort, 
in order to awaken their Attention, and beat Time to 
their Applaufes ; or, to raife my Simile, I  have fometimes 
fanlled the Trunk-maker in the upper Gallery to be 
like VirgiPs Ruler o f the Wind, feated upon the T op 
of a Mountain, who, when he llruck his Sceptre upon 
the Side.of it, roufed an Hurricane, and fet the whole 
Cavern in an Uproar.

I T  is certain, theTrunk-maker has faved many a good 
Play, and brought many a graceful Aftor into Reputation, 
who would not otherwile have been taken notice of. 
It is very vilible, as the Audience is not a little abafhed, 
if  they find themfclves betrayed into a Clap, when their 
Friend in the upper Gallery does not come into i t ; fo the 
Aflors do not value themfelves upon the Clap, but regard 
it as a mecT Bi ufum fulmen, or empty Noife, when it has 
not the Sound o f the Oaken Plant in it. I know it has 
been given out by thofe who are Enemies to the Trunk- 
maker, that he has fometimes been bribed to be in the 
Intereft o f a bad Poet, or a vicious Player ; but this is a 
Surmife which has no Foundation ; his Strokes are al­
ways juft, and his Admonitions feafonable ; he does not 
deal about his Blows at Random, but always hits the 
right Nail upon the Head. The ine.vpreffible Force 
wherewith he lays them on, fufficiently Ihcws the Evi­
dence and Strength of his Conviftion. His Zeal for a 
good Author is indeed outrageous, and breaks down 
every Fence and Partition, every Board and Plank, that 
ftands within the ExpreSion o f his Applaufe.

A  S I do not care for terminating my Thoughts in 
barren Speculations, or in Reports o f pure Matter o f 
Faft, without drawing fomething from them for the Ad­
vantage o f my Countrymen, I  fhall take the Liberty to 
make an humble Propofal, that whenever the Trunk- 
maker fliall depart this Life, or whenever he fhall have 
loft the Spring o f his Arm by Sicknefs, old Age, Infir­
mity, or die like, feme able-bodied Critick fhould be ad­
vanced to tins Poft, • and have a competent Salary fettled
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