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on him for Life, to be furnifhed with Bamboos for Ope­
ras, Crabtree-Cudgels for Comedies, and Oaken Plants 
for Tragedy, at the publick Expence. And to the End 
that this Place fhould be always difpofed of according to 
M erit, I would have none preferred to it, who has not 
given convincing Proofs both o f a found Judgment and a 
lirong Arm, and who could not, upon Occafion, either 
knock down an O x, or write a Comment upon Horace't 
A rt o f Poetry. In ihort, I  would have him a due Com- 
pofition of Hercules and Apollo, and fo rightly qualified 
for this important Office, that the Trunk-snaker may not 
be miffed by our Pofterity. C.
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■ Dare Jura maritis.
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Mr.
‘  O  U  have not fpoken in fo direfl a Manner upon 
‘  ^  the Subjedl o f Marriage as that important Cafe
‘  deferves. I t  would not be improper to obferve
‘  upon the Peculiarity in the Youth of Great Britain, of 
‘  railing and laughing at that Inftitution ; and when they 
‘  fall into it, from a profligate Habit of Mind, being in- 
‘  fenfible o f the Satisfaftion in that W ay of Life, and 

treating tlieirWives with the moft barbarous Difrefpeft.
‘  P A R T IC U L A R  Circumftances and Caff o f  Tem- 

. ‘  per, mull teach a Man the Probability o f mighty Uneafi- 
‘  nefles in that State, (for unqueltionably fome there are 

. ‘  whofe very Difpofitions are ftrangely averfe to conjugal 
‘ Friendfhip;)  but no one, I  believe, is by bis ownnatu- 
‘  ral Complexion prompted to teaze and torment ano- 
‘  ther for no Reafon but being nearly allied to him : And 
‘  can there be any thing more bafe, or ferve to fink a 
‘  Man fo much below his own diftinguilhingCharafterif- 
‘  tick, (I mean Reafon) than returning Evil for Good in 
‘  fo open a Manner,as that o f treating an helplefs Creature 
‘  with Unkindnefs, who has had fo good an Opinion of 
‘  him as to believe what he faid relating to one o f the 
t  grcatcll Concerns of Life, by delivering her Happinefs

‘ in
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‘  in this World to his Care and Proteaion ? Muft not that 
‘  Man be abandoned even to all manner o f Humanity, 
‘  who can deceive a Woman with Appearances o f AfFefti-
* on and ICindneis, for no other End but to torment her
* with more Eafe and Authority ? Is any thing more un*
* like a Gentleman, that when Iiis Honour is engaged for 
‘ the performing his Promifes, becaufc nothing but that 
‘  can oblige him to it, to become afterwards felfe to his 
‘ Word, and be alone the Occafion ofM ifery to one whofe 
‘  Happinefs he but lately pretended was dearer to him 
‘  than his own ? Ought fuch a one to be trufted in his 
‘  common Affairs ? or treated but as one whofe Honefty 
‘ confided only in his Incapacity o f being otherwife ?

‘ T H E R E  is one Caufe o f this Ufage no lefs abfurd 
‘ than common, which takes Place among the more un- 
‘  thinking Men j and that is the Defire to appear to their 
‘ Friends free and at Liberty, and without thofe Tram-
* mels they have fo much ridiculed. To avoid this they 
‘  fly into the other Extreme, and grow Tyrants that they 
‘ may feem Maflers. Becaufe an uncontroulable Com- 
‘ mand o f their own Adlions is a certain Sign of in- 
‘  tire Dominion, they won’ t fo much as recede from the 
‘ Government even in one Mufcle o f their Faces. A  kind 
‘ Look they believe would be fawning, and a civil An- 
‘ fwer yielding the Superiority. T o  this mud we attri- 
‘ bute an Auderity they betray in every A£Uon : What 
‘ but this can put a Man out o f Humour in his W ife’s 
‘  Company, tho’ he is fo didinguifliingly pleafant every 
‘  where elfe ? The Bitternefs o f his Replies, and the Seve- 
‘  rity o f his Frowns to the tendered of Wives, clearly de-
* mondrate, that an ill-grounded Fear o f being thought 
‘  too fubmilTive, is at the Bottom o f  this, as I  am wil-
* ling to call it, affefted Morofenefs; but i f  it be fuch only,
‘ put on to convince his Acquaintance o f his intire Do- 
‘  minion, let him take care o f the Confequence, which 
‘ will be certain, and worfe than the prefent E v il; his 
‘ feeming Indifference will by Degrees grow into real 
‘ Contempt, and i f  it doth not wholly alienate the A f- 
‘  feilions o f liis W ife for ever from liim, make both him 
‘  and her more miferable than i f  it really did fo.

‘ H O W E V E R  inconfident it may appear, to be 
‘  thought a well-bred Perfon has no linall Share in this

‘  clowniih
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' clovvnifh Behaviour; A  Difcourfe therefore relating to 
' Good-breeding towardsaloving and a tender Wife, would 
‘ be o f great U le to this Sort of Gentlemen. Could you 
‘ but once convince them, that to be civil at Icaft is not 
‘ beneath the Character o f a Gentleman, nor even tender 
‘ Aft'efUon towards one who would make it reciprocal,
‘ betrays any Softnefs o f Effeminacy that the moll rnm- 
‘ culine Difpofition need be alhamed o f; could you 
‘ them of the Generofity o f voluntary Civility, and the 
‘  Greatnefs of Soul that is confpicuous in Benevolence 
‘  without immediate Obligations; could you recommend 
‘ to People’s Praaice the Saying o f the Gentleman quoted 
‘  in one o f your Speculations, he thought it incumbent
‘  upon him to 7>iake the Inclinations ofa Woman o f Merit go 
‘  along msith her Duty: Could you, I fay, perfuade theft 
‘ Men of the Beauty and Reafonablenefs o f this Sort of 
‘  Behaviour, I have fo much Charity for fome of them 
‘  at lead, to believe you would convince them of a 
‘  Thing they are only afhamed to allow : Befides, you
* would recommend that State in its trueft, and confe- 
‘  quently its moll agreeable Colours; and the Gentlemen
* who have for any Tim e been fuch proftfied Enemies to 
‘ it, when Occalion fhould ftrve, would return you their 
« Thanks for affilling their Interell in prevailing over 
‘ their Prejudices. Marriage in general would by this 
‘  Means be a more eafy and comfortable Condition; the
* Husband would be no where fo well fatisfied as in his 
‘  own Parlour, nor the Wife fo pleafant as in the Compa-
* ny o f her Husband : A  Defire of being agreeable in the 
‘  Lover would be increafed in the Husband, and the Mif- 
‘  trefs be more amiable by becoming the W ife. Befides 
‘  all which, I  am apt to believe we Ihould find the Race 
‘  of Men grow wifer as their Progenitors grew kinder, 
‘  and the Affecflion of the Parents would be confpicuous 
‘  in the Wifdom of their Children ; in Ihort, Men would 
‘ in general be much better Humoured than they are, did 
‘  not they fo frequently exercife the worfl Turns o f their 
‘  Temper where they ought to exert the bell.

A//-. S P E C T AT o R,
‘  T A M  a Woman who left the Admiration of thi* 
‘  JL vvhole Tow n, to throw my fclf (for Love ot

‘ Wealth)
Ayuntamiento de Madrid




