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 ̂ why tlie Judge of the whole Earth has fuffer’d this 
IhiUK to come to pafs : The Child is the Occalion that

. Murderer o f  thatwJuia s rather.

N® 238. Mojiday, December 3.

Nequicquam populo bihulas donaateris Aures ;
Refpue quod non e s -------- - Perfeus, Sat. 4.

Am o n g  all the Difeafes o f the Mind, there is not 
one more epidemical or more pernicious than the 
Love o f Flattery. For as where the Juices o f the 

Body are prepared to receive a malignant Influence, there 
the Difeafe rages with moft Violence ; fo in this Diftem- 
per o f the Mind, where there is ever a Propenfity and In­
clination to fuck in the Poifon, it cannot be but that the 
whole Order of reafonable Aftion mull be overturn’d, 
for, like Mufick, it

----- So foftens and difarms the Mind,
That not one Arrotu can Refjtancefind.

F I R S T  we flatter our felves, and then the Flattery 
of others is fare o f Succefs. It awakens our Self love with­
in, a Party which is ever ready to revolt from our better 
Judgment, and join the Enemy without. Hence it is, tliat 
the Profufion of Favours we fo often fee poured upon the 
Parafite, arc reprefented to us, by our Self-Love, as Ju-' 
ftice done to the Man, who fo agreeably reconciles us to 
our felves. When we arc overcome by fuch foft Infinua- 
tions and enfnaring Compliances, we gladly recompenfc 
the Artifices that are made ufe o f to blind our Reafon, 
and which triumph over the Weaknefles o f our Temper 
and Inclinations.

B U T  were every Man perfuaded from how mean 
and low a Principle this Paflion is derived, there c.an be 
no doubt but the Perfon who Ihould attempt to gratify 
it, would then be .as contemptible as he is now fuccefs- 
ful. ’ Tis the Defire of fome Quality we are not pof- 
fefled of, or Inclination to be fomethins; we are nor, 
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which are the Caufes of our giving our felves up to that 
Man, who beftovvs upon us the Charafters and Qualities o 
others-; which perhaps fuit us as ill and were as little de- 
fi<rn’d for our wearing, as their Clothes. Inftead o f going 
out of our own complexioiul Nature into that of others, 
’ twere a better and more laudable ^duftry to improve 
our own, and inftead of a miferable Copy become a good 
O riginal; for there is no Temper, no Difpofition fo rude 
and untraaable, but may in its own peculiar Call and 
Turn be brought to fome agreeable U fem  Converfation, 
or in the Affldrs of Life. A  Perfon of a rougher Deport­
ment, and lefs tied up to the ufual Ceremonies o f Beha- • 
viour, will, like M a n ly  in the Play, pl^fe by the_ Grace 
which Nature gives to every Aftion wherein llie is com­
plied with i the Brisk and Lively will not want their 
Admirers, and even a more referved and melancholy 
Temper may at fome times be agreeable.

W H E N  there is not Vanity enough awake m a Man 
to undo him, the Flatterer ftirs up that dormant Weak- 
nefs, and infpircs him with Merit enough to be a Cox­
comb. But if Flattery be the moft fordid A ft that can be 
complied with, the Art of Praifmg juftly isascommend- 
*ble ■ For ’ tis laudable to praife we l l ; as Poets at one 
and the fame time give Immortality , and receive it them- 
felvcs for a Reward ; Both are pleafed, the one whi ft he 
receives the Recompence of Merit, the other whilft h 
fhews he knows how to difeern i t ; but above all, that 
Man is happy in this A rt, who, like a skilful Painter, re­
tains the Features and Complexion, but ftill foftens the 
Pidlure into the mofl agreeable Likenefs.

T H E R E  can hardly, I believe, be imagin d a more 
defirable Pleafure, than that of Praife unmix d with any 
Poflibility of Flattery. Such was that which G a j a m e u s  
enjoyed, when, the N ight before a Battle, de^rous of 
fome fincere Mark of the Efteem of his Legions for him, 
he is deferibed by T a citu s  liftening m a Difguife to the 
Difeourfe o f a Soldier, and wrapt up m the Fruition oi 
his Glory, whilftwich an undefigned Sinwrity they praif- 
edhis noble and majeftick Mien, his 
lour, Condua, and Succefs in W ar. How muft a Man 
have his Heart full-blown with Joy in fuch an ^rtio 
G lory as this ? W hat a Spur and Encourngemen^ftiH to

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



^ " ' ' 38. S p e c t a t o r . 1 6 7
proceed in thofe Steps which had already brought him to 
fo pure a Tafte o f the grcatcll o f mortal Enjoyments ?

1 1  fomctimes happens, that even Enemies andenviou. 
^rfons bellow the Imcercll Marks o f Elleem when they 
leaft defign it. Such afford a greater Pleafure, as extorted 
by M em , and freed from all Sufpicion of Favour or Flat- 
tery. Thus it is with M a M io  ; he has W it, Learniiiir. 
and Difcernment, but temper’d with an Allay of Envy. 
Self-Love Md Detraftion : Malvolio turns pale at the 
Mirth and Good-humour of the Company, ifft center not 
in his Perlon j he grows jealous and difpleafed when he 
crafes to be the only Perfon admired, and looks upon the 
Conamendations paid to another as a Detraaion from his 
Merit, and an Attempt to leffen the Superiority heaffcas; 
but by this very Method, he bellows fuch Praife as caa 
never be- fufpeaed of Flattery. His Unealinefs and D if- 
talles are fo many fure and certain Signs o f another’s 
Title to that Glory he defires, and has the Mortific.ation 
to find himfelf not poffeffed of.

A  good Name is fitly compared to a precious Ointment, 
and when we are prailed with Skill and Decency, ’ tis in­
deed the moll agreeable Perfume, but i f  too llrongly ad- 
niitted into a Brain of a lefs vigorous and happy Texture, 
’ twill, like too llrong an Odour, overcome tlie Senfes, and 
prove pernicious to thofe Nerves ’ tvvas intended to refrelh. 
A  generousMind is o f all others the moll fenfible o f Praife 
and Difpraife ; and a noble Spirit is as much invigorated 
with its due Proportion of Honour and Applaufe, as ’ tis 
depreffed by Negleftand Contempt; But ’ tis only Perfons 
far above the common Level who are thus affeiled with ei­
ther ofthefe Extremes j as in a Thermometer, ’ tisonly the 
purell and moll fublimated Spirit that is either contradkd 
or dilated by the Benignity or Inclemency of the Seafon, 

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
T n  H  E Tranllations which you have lately given us 

from the Greek, in feme o f yoiir lall Papers, 
have been the Occafion o f my looking into fome o f 
thofe Authors J among whom I chanced on a Colleaion 

'vhich pafs under the Name of Arift^netus. 
O f all the Remains of Antiquity, I believe there can be 
Nothing produc’d o f an Air fo gallant and polite ; each 
Letter contains a little Novel or Adventure, which is 
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‘  told with all the Beauties of Language, and heightened
« with a Luxuriance of W it. There are feveral of them
• tranflatcd, but with fuch wide Deviations A e  Oi i-
, and in a Stile fo far differing from the Autlmr s,
‘ that ’the Tianllator feems rather to ^ v e  taken Hints
* for the expreffing his own Senfe and Thoughts, than
‘  to have endeavoured to render thofe of Artjianeius. In 
‘  t L  following Tranflation, I  have kept as near the 
‘  Meaning of the Greek as I could, and have only added 
‘  a few Words to make the Sentences in Englijhjil to 
‘  gether a little better than they would otherwife have 
‘ done. The Story feems to be taken from that o f I zg- 
‘  S L  and the Statue in O^id: Some of the Thoughts 
■< are of the fame Turn, and the whole is written in a
‘  kind of Poetical Profe.

Phzlopizzax to ChromaUon. -
“  T V T E V E R  was Man more overcome with fo 
«< i N  fantaftical a Paffion as mine. I have painted 

a beautiful Woman, and am defpainng, dying for the 
“  Piftiire. M y own Skill has undone me ; tis not the 
.« Dart of Velziz, but my own Pencil has thus wounded 
“  me. Ah m i ! with what Anxiety am I neceffitated 
“  w  adore my own Idol ? How milerable am 1, whilft 

every one L f k  as much pity the Painter as he praifes 
“  the Piaure, and own my Torment more than equal.
-  to mv Art. But why do I thus com plainH ave therenot been more unhappy and unnatural Paflions than
“  mine ’  Yes, I have feen the Reprefcntations o f P U -  
» Z ,  Narcifus,zvA Paf.phae. Phzedra^s  unhappy m 
- h e r  Love ;lh at of Pafiphae was monllrous; nnd whilft
-  die other caught at his beloved Likenefs he deftroyed
-  the watery Image, which ever eluded his Embraces.
-  ’The F o u Z in  reprefented to himfelf, and
-  the Piaure both that and him, thirftmg after his
-  S i e d  Image. But 1 am yet lefs unhappy, I enjoy
-  her Prefence continually, and if  I touch her, I de 
“  kroy not the beauteous Form, but fhe looks plenfed'
-  and a fweet Smile fits in the charming Space which
-  divides-her Lips. One would fwear-  Speech were iffuing out, and that one s Lais felt the

. -  meWious Sound. “How often have I deceived by a
-  U v e r ’s Credulity, hearkned i f  fhe had not̂  fome-
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