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by ready Money, or as it is ordinarily called, bribing a Man 
to an Opinion. This Method has often proved fucccfsful, 
when all the others have been made ufe o f to no purpofe. 
A  Man who is furnifhed with Arguments from the Mint, 
w ill convince his Antagonift much fooner than one who 
draws them from Reafon and Philofophy. Gold is a won­
derful Clearer of the Underftanding; it dilfipates every 
Doubt and Scruple in an Inftant; accommodates it felf to 
tlie mcanell Capacities; filenccs the Loud and Clamorous, 
r.nd brinj ŝ over the moil Obftinate and Inflexible. Philip 
o f M ?fc7 «wasaM an ofmoft invincible Reafon this W ay. 
He refuted by it all the Wifdom Athens-  ̂ confounded 
their Statefmen, flruck their Omtors dumb, and at length 
argued them out o f all their Liberties.

H A V I N G  here touched upon the feveral Methods 
o f Difputing, as they have prevailed in different Ages of 
fhc World, I fhall very fuddenly give my Reader an Ac- 
count of the whole Art o f Cavilling ; which fhall be a full 
and fatisfaftory Anfwer to all fuch Papers and Pamphlet
as have yet appeared againft the S p E C T  A  T  0 a. C

N °  240. Wednefday, December 5.

AUter non fit, Amite, liber. Mart.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

* T  Am of one of the moft genteel Trades in the City,« I and underftand thus much of libenl Educ.ation, as
« to have an ardent Ambition of being ufeful to
‘ Mankind, and to think That the chief End of Being as
‘ to this Life. I had thefe good Impreffions given me 
‘  from the handfom Behaviour o f a learned, generous, 
« and wealthy Man. towards me when I lirft began the
• World. Some Diffatisfiiftions between me and ray 
‘ Parents made me enter into it with lefs Relifli o f  Bu- 
‘  finefs than I ought j and to turn off thisUneafmefs I 
‘ gave m y felf to criminal Pleafures, fome Exceffes, and 
‘  a general loofe Condud. I know not what the excel- 
‘ lent Man abovementioned faw in me, but hedefeended
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‘  from the Superiority o f his Wifdom and Merit, to throw 
‘ himfelf frequently into my Company. This made me 
‘ foon hope tliat I Jiad Ibmething in me worth cultivating; 
‘ and his Converfation made me fenfible o f Satisfaftions 
‘ in a regular W ay, which I had never before imagined. 
‘ When he was grown familiar with me, he opened him- 
‘ fclf like a good Angel,and told me, he had long laboured 
‘ to ripen me into a Preparation to receive his Friendfhip 
‘ and Advice, both which I Ihould daily command, and 
‘ the Ufe of any Part o f his Fortune, to apply the Mea- 
‘ fures he Ihould propofe to me, for the Improvement o f 
‘ my own. I affure you, I cannot recolleft the Goodnefs 
‘ andConfulion of the goodMan when he fpoke to thisPur- 
‘ pofe to me, without melting into Tears j but in a word,
‘ Sir, I mult hallen to tell you, that my Heartburns with 
‘ Gratitude towards him, andheis fo happy a Man,that it 
‘ can never be in my Power to return him his Favours in 
‘ Kind, but I am fure I have made him the moll agreeable 
‘ Satisfaftion I could pollibly,in being ready to ferve others 
‘ to my utmoll Ability, as far as is confident with the 
‘ Prudence he prefcribes to me. Dear Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ I do not owe to him only the Good-will and Elleemi 
‘ of my own Relations, (who are People o f Dillindlion} 
‘ theprefent Eafe and Plenty o f my Circumltances, but 
‘ alfo the Government of my Pallions, and Regulation o f 
‘ my Defires. I  doubt not. Sir, but in your Imagination 
* fuch Virtues as thefe of my worthy Friend, bear as 
‘ great a Figure as Aftions which arc more glittering 
‘ in the common Ellimation. What I would ask of you,
‘ is, to give us a whole S f e B a t o r Heroick Virtue 
‘ in common Life, which may incite Men to the fame 
‘ generous Inclinations, as have by this admirable Per- 
‘ fon been fhewn to, and rais’d in,

S I R ,  Tour fuojl humble Servant. 
Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

Am a Country Gentleman, o f a good plentiful 
Ellate, and live as the reft o f my Neighbours with 

great Hofpitality. I have been ever reckoned among 
the Ladies the bell Company in the World, and have 
Accefs as a fort of Favourite. I never came in Publick 
but I faluted them, tho’ in great Affemblies, all around, 
where it was fecn how genteelly I avoided hampering

my
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‘  my Spurs in tV.eir Petticoats, whilft I moved amongfl;
‘  them j and on the other fide how prettily they curtfied 
‘  and received me, Handing in proper Rows, and ad- 
‘  vancing as fall as they faw their Elders, or their Betters,
‘  difpatch’d by me. But fo it is, Mr . SPECT a t o  a,  that 
‘  all our Good-breeding is of late loll by the unhappy Ar- 
‘  rival of a Courtier, or Town Gentleman, who came 
‘  lately among us ; This Perfon wherever he came into a 
‘  Room made a profound Bow, and fell back, then reco- 
‘  vered with a foft A ir, and made a Bow to the next, and 
‘  fo to one or two more, and then took the Grofs o f the 
‘  Rcom, by palfingby them in a continued Bow till he 
‘  arrived at the Perfon bethought proper particularly to 
‘  entertain. This he did with fo good a Grace and Af- 
‘  furance, that it is taken for the prefen t Falhion; and 
‘  there is no young Gwitlewoman within fevcral Miles o f 
‘  this Place has been kilfed ever fince his firll Appearance 
‘  among us. W e Country Gentlemen cannot begin again
* and learn thefe fine and referved A irs; and our Conver-
* fation is at a Stand, till we have your Judgment for 
‘  or againll Kilfing, by way of Civility or Salutation ;
‘ which is impatiently expefted by your Friends of both 
‘  Sexes,- but by none fo much as

Tour humble Scr‘vani, Rullick Sprightly. 

Jlfr. S P E c T A T o R, • Decern. 0,. 1711.
‘ T Was the other Night at Philafier, where I  expelled 
‘  1 to hear your famous Trunk-maker, but was unhap- 
‘  pily difappointed of his Company, and faw another
* Perfon who had the like Ambition to dillinguilh him- 
‘ felf in a noify manner, partly by Vociferation or talk- 
‘  ing loud, and partly by his bodily Agility. This was a 
‘  very lully Fellow, but withal a fort of Beau, who get-
* tins; into one of the Side-boxes on the Stage before the
* Curtain drew, was difpofed to fhew the whole Audi-
* ence his Adlivity by leaping over the Spikes ; he pafs’d
* from thence to one o f the entring Doors, where he 
‘  took Snuff with a tolerable good Grace, difplay’d his

' ‘  fine Clothes, made two or three feint Paifes at the 
‘ Curtain with his Cane, then faced about and appear’d
* at t’other D oor: tiere he affedled to furvey the whole
* Houfc, bow’d and fmil’d at Random, and then fhew’d

‘  his
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