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‘  his Teeth, which were feme of them indeed very w hite: 
‘ After tliis he retired behind the Curtain, and obliged us 
‘  with feveral Views of his Perfon from every Opening.

‘ D U R I N G  the Time of AiEling, he appeared fre- 
‘ quently in the Prince’s Apartment, made one at the 
‘  Hunting-match, and was very forward in the Rebellion.
‘  I f  there were no Tnjunftions to the contrary, yet this 
‘ Pradlice muil be confefs’d to diminilh the Pleafure o f 
‘  the Audience, and for that Reafon prefumptuoiis and 
‘ unwarrantable; But fince her Majefty’s late Command 
‘  has made it criminal, you have Authority to take notice 
‘  o f it. S I R ,  Tour humble Servant,
T  Charles Eafy.

241. I'hurfday^ Decem ber 6 .

-Semperque relinqui
Sola f i l l ,  femper longam incomitata videtur
Ire v iam ---------  V irg .

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

T h o u g h  you have confidered virtuous Love 
in moft of its Diftreffes, I do not remember that 
you have given us any DilTertation upon the Ab- 

fence of Lovers, or laid down any Methods how they 
(hould fupport themfelves under thofe long Separa­
tions which they are fometimes forced to undergo. I  
am at prefent in this unhappy Circumilance, having 
parted with the bell o f Husbands, who is abroad in the 
Service o f his Country, and may not poflibly return 
for fome Years. His warm and generous Affeftion 
while we were together, with the Tendernefs which he 
expreffed to me at parting, make his Abfence almolt 
infupportable. I think of him every Moment of tha 
Day, and meet him every Night in my Dreams. Eve­
ry tiling I fee puts me in mind of him. I apply my 
fclf with more than ordinary Diligence to the Care o f 
his Family and his Eftate j but this, inllead of relieving 
me, gives me but fo many Occafions o f wilhing for his 
Return. I frequent the Rooms where I ufed to con- 
verfe with him, and not meeting him there, fit down

‘ in
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* in his Chair, and fell a weeping. I  love to read the 
‘  Books he delighted in, and to converfe with the Per- 
‘  fons whom he efteemed. I vifit his Piflure a hundred 
‘ .times a Day, aiid place my felf over-againft it whole 
‘  Hoars together. I  pafs a great part o f my I'line in the 
‘  Walks where I ufed to lean upon his Arm, and recolleft 
‘  in my Mind the Difeourfes which have there pafl'cd 
‘  between us : I look over the feveral Profpefls and Points 
‘  o f View which we ufed to furt'ey together, fix my Eye 
‘  upon the Okjefts which he has made me take notice 
‘  of, and call to mind a thoufand agreeable Remarks 
‘ which he has made on thofe Occafions. 1 write to him 
‘  by every Conveyance, and contrary to other People, • 
‘  r.m alw'ays in Good-humour when an Eall-Wind 
‘ blows, becaufe it feldom fails o f bringing me a Letter 
‘ from him. Let me intreat you. Sir, to give me your 
*. Advice upon this Occafion, and to let me know how I 
‘ may relieve my felf in this my Widowhood.

1  am, S I R ,  Tour ’very humble Ser’vatit,
A S T E R I A .

A B S E N C E  is what the Poets call Death in Love, 
and has given occafion to abundance o f beautiful Com­
plaints in thofe Authors who have treated of this Paflion 
in Verfe. 0 -i;/W’s Epiftles are full of them. O/ouaj’s 
Movimia talks very tenderly upon this Subjedl.

~ ■ - It ’was not kind
To lea’ve me like a Turtle, here alone.
To droop and mourn the Abfence o f my Mate.
When thou art from me, e’veiy Place is defert i 
And  /, methinks, am fa ’vage and forlortt.
Thy Prcfence only ’’tis can make me bleffed.
Heal my unquiet Mind, and tune my Soul.
T H E  Confolaticns of Lovers on thefe Occafions are 

very extraordinary. Befides thofe mentioned by Afteria, 
there are many other Motives of Comfort, which are 
made ufe o f by abfent Lovers.

I remember in cne of Scudery'% Romances, a Couple 
of honourable Lovers agreed at their parting to fet afide 
one half Hour in the Day to think of each then during 
a tedious Abfencc. The Romance tells us, h it they both 
of them pundiually obferved the Time thus agreed upon ; 
and that wlratever Company or Bufinefs they were en­

gaged
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gnged in, they left it abruptly as foon as the Clock warn­
ed them to retire. The Romance further adds. That the 
Lovers expeded the Return o f this ftated Hour with as 
much Impatience, as i f  it had been a real Affignation 
and enjoyed an imaginary Happinefs that was almoft as 
pleaiing to them as what they would have found from a 
real Meeting. It was an inexpreffible Satisfaflion to thefe 
divjded Lovers, to be allured that each was at the fame 
time employed in the fame kind o f Contemplation, and 
making equal Returns ofTendernefs and AfFedlion.

I F !  may be allowed to mention a more ferious E.x- 
pedient for the alleviating o f  Abfence, I  fliall take no­
tice o f one which I have known two Perfons pradlife 
who joined Religion to that Elegance o f Sentiments 
with which the Paflion of Love generally infpires its 
Votaries. This was, at the Return o f fuch an Hour, to 
offer up a certain Prayer for each other, which they had 
agreed upon before their Parting. The Plusband, who is 
a Man that makes a Figure in the polite World, as well 
as in his own Family, has often told me, that he could 
not have fupported an Abfence of three Years without 
this' Expedient.

S T R  J D  A, in one o f his Prolufions, gives an Account 
of a chimerical Coriefpondcnce between two Friends by 
the Help o f a certain Loadllone, which had fuch V ir­
tue in it, that if  it touched two fevcral Needles, when 
one of the Needles fo touched began to move, the other, 
tlio’ at never fo great a Diftance, moved at the fame 
1  ime, and in the fame Manner. He tells us, that the 
two Friends, being each o f them poffelTed of one o f thefe 
Needles, made a kind of a Dial-plate, inferibing it with 
the four and twenty Letters, in the fame manner as 
the Hours of the Day are marked upon the ordinary 
Dial-plate. They then fixed one of the Needles on 
each of thefe Plates in fuch a manner, that it could move 
round without Impediment, fo as touch any of 
the four and twenty Letters. Upon their Separating 
from one another into diilant Countries, they agreed tq 
withdraw themfelves punflually into their Clofets at 
a certain Flour o f the Day, and to converfe with one 
another by means o f this their Invention. Accordingly 
when they were feme hundted Miles afundcr, each df

them
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