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‘ to be black. In fliort, the young Hufleys would per-
~ fuade me, that to believe one’s Eyes is a fure w.ay to be
~ deceived j and have often advifed me, by no means, to
A trull any tiling fo fallible as my Senfes. What | have
~ to beg of you now is, to turn one Speculation to the
~ due Regulation of fenule Literature, fo far at lead, as
~ to make it connllentwith the Quiet of fuch whole Fate it
‘ is tobe liable to its Infults j and to tell us the Difference
~ between a Gentleman that fhould make Cheelecakes
~and raife Fade, and a Lady that reads Locke, and under-
~ dands the Mathematicks. In which you will extremely
oblige
Tour hearty Friend and humble Servant,
n Abraliam Tlirifty.

N° 243. Saturday™ December 8.

Formam quidem ipfam, Marce Jili, {ff tanquam faciem
Honejiimides: qurejioculis cerncretur,mirabiles a?noret
(ut ait Plato) exdtaret Sapienties. Tull. Offic.

D O not remember to have read any Difeourfe written
I exprelly upon the Beauty and Lovelinefs of Virtue,,
without confidering it as a Duty, and as the Means of
making us happy both now and hereafter. 1 defign there-
Speculation as an Elfay upon that Subjefl, in
~lhall confider Virtue no farther than as itisinit

lelf of an amiable Nature, after having premifed, that |
by the Word Virtue fuch a general Notion as
Maffixed to it by the Writers of Morality, and which by
generally goes under the Name of Religion,

and by Men of the World under the Name of Honour.
HYPOCRISY it felfdoes great Honour, or rather
Judice, to Religion, and tacitly acknowledges it to be
an Ornament to human Nature. The Hypocrite would
not be at fo much Pains to put on the Appe.arance of
Virtue, if he did not know it was the mod proper and
efteftual Means to gain the Love and Edeem of Mankind.
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WEIlcam from Hierocles, it was a common Saying
among the Heathens, that the Wife Man”\Jiates no Body,
but only loves the Virtuous.

7TULLThssa. very beautiful Gradation of Thoughts
to lliew how amiable Virtue is. We love a virtuous
Man, fays lie, who lives in the rerao.teft Parts of the
Earth, though we are altogether out of the Reach of his
Virtue, and can receive from it no Miumer of Benefit ;
nay, one who died feveral Ages ago, raifes a fecret
Fondnefs and Benevolence for him in our Minds, w'hea
we read his Story : Nay what is Hill more, one who has
been the Enemy of our Country, provided his Wars
were regulated by Juftice and Humanity, as in the In-
llance of Pyrrhus, whom Pully mentions on this Occafi-
on in Oppofition to Hannibal. Such is the natural BeauS
ty and Lovelinefs of Virtue.

STOICISM, which was the Pedantry of Virtue,
aferibes all good Qualifications of what kind foever, to
the virtuous Man. Accordingly Cato, in the Charafter
Tully has left ofhim, carried Matters fo far, that he would
not allow any one but a virtuous Man to be handfom.
This indeed looks more like a Philofophical Rant than the
real Opinion of a Wife Man; yet this was that Cato
very ferioufly maintained. In fhort, the Stoicks thought
they could not fufficiently reprefent the Excellence of
Virtue, if they did not comprehend in the Notion of it
all pofiible Perfedtions; and therefore did not only fup-
pofe, that it was tranfcendently beautiful in itfelf, but
that it made the very Body amiable, and banifhed every
Kind of Deformity from the Perfon in whom it re-
fided.

I T is a common Obfervation, that the mofl: aban-
doned to all Senfe of Goodnefs, are ~t to wifh thofe.
who are related to them of a different Charadler ; and
it is very obfervable, that none are more ftruck with
the Charms of Virtue in the fair Sex, than thofe who
by their very Admiration of it are carried to a Defire
of ruining it.

A virtuous Mind in a fair Body is indeed a line Pifture
in'a good Light, and therefore it is no Wonder that it
makes the beautiful Sex all over Charms.
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A S Virtue in general is of an amiable and lovely Na-
ture, there are fome particular Kinds of it which are more
fo than others, and thefe are fuch as difpofe us to do Good
to Mankind. Temperance and Abllinence, Faith and De-
votion, are in themielves perhaps as laudable as any other

Virtues; but thofe which make a Man popular and be-.

loved, are Juftice, Charity, Munificence, and, in fliort,
all the good Qualities that render us beneficial to each
other. For which Reafon even an extravagant Man, who
has nothing elfeto recommend him but a falfe Generofity,
is often more beloved and elleemed than a Perfon of a
much more finilhed Charafter, who is defeftive in this
Particular.

T FIE tw'o great Ornaments of Virtue, which lhew her
in the moil advantageous Views, and make her altogether
lovely, are Chearfulncfs and Good-nature. Thefe general-
ly go together, asa Man cannot be agreeable to others
who is not eafy within himfelf. They are both very rc-
quilite in a virtuous Mind, to keep out Melancholy from
the many ferious Thoughts it is engaged in, and to hin-
der its natural Hatred of Vice from louring into Severity
and Cenforioufnefs.

I F Virtue is of thisamiable Nature, what can we think
of thofe who can look upon it with an Eye of Hatred
and Il1-will, or can fuffertheir AverfionforaParty to blot
out all the Merit of the Perfon who is engaged in it. A
Man mull be exceflively llupid, as well as uncharitable,
who believes that there is no Virtue but on his own Side,
and that there are not Men as honell as himfelf who may
dift'er from him in Political Principles. Men may oppofe
one another in fome Particulars, but ought not to carry
their Hatred to thole Qualities which are of fo amiable a
Nature in themfelves, and have nothing to do with the
Points in Difpute. Men of Virtue, though of different
Interells, ought to confider themfelves as more nearly uni-
ted with one another, than with the vicious Part of Man-
kind, who embark with them in the fame civil Concerns.
W e flimuld bear the lame Love towards a Man of Honour,
who is a living Antagonift, which Tu//y tells us in the
forementioned PalTage every one naturally does to an
Enemy that is dead. In lliort, we fhould efteem Virtue
though in a Foe, and abhor Vice though in a Friend.
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