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‘  ?an to bethink themfelves o f returning to T o w n ; then it 
‘  was Mr.  S p e c t a t o r , that they legan  to fet them- 
‘  felves about the proper and diftinguiftiing Buhnefs ot 
‘  their Charaaer; and, as’ tis faid o f  evil Spirits, that they 
‘  are apt to carry away a Piece o f the Houfe they are abouC 
‘  to leave the Apes, without Regard to common Mercy, 
‘  C ivility, or Gratitude, thought fit to mimick and fall 
‘  foul on the Faces, Drefs, and Behaviour of their inno- 
‘  cent Neighbours, bellowing abominable Ceiiiures and 
‘  diferaceful Appellations commonly called N ick-name?, 
‘  on all of them; and in fhort, like true fine Ladies made
‘  their honefl Plainnefs and Sincerity Mattw of Ridicule.
* I could not but acquaint you with thefe Gnevanc^, as 
« well at the Defire of all the Parties injured, as from 
‘  my own Inclination. I hope. Sir, i f  you can’ t propofe 
‘  intirely to reform this Evil, you will take fuch Notice
* o f it in feme o f your future Speculations, as may put
‘  the defer\'ino- Part o f our Sex on their Guard againfl 
‘  thefe Creatm-es; and at the fame Time the Apes may 
'  be fenfible, that this fort of Mirth is fo far from an in- 
‘ nccent Diverfion, that it is in the highefl Degree that 
‘  V ice which is faid to comprehend all others.

I  am, S I R ,  Tour humble Servant, 
Conftantia Field.

N° 245. Tuefday, December ii.

fiaa Foluptaiis causa fint proxima verts. Hor.

T h e r e  is nothing which one regards fo much 
with an Eye o f Mirth and Pity as Innocence, 
when h h L  in it a Dafh of Folly. A t the fame 

time that one eReems the Virtue, one is

7f1 he“i T - V- " r rS°"uf'̂ n “  o£
d w ' t s h r t o l  A S s . ‘ T he Corleliers tell a Storj^̂ of
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their Founder St F/-a«aV, that as he paffed the Streets in 
 ̂ ^ 'ening, he difcovered a young Fellow 

with a Maid in a Corner j upon which the good Man fay 
they, lifted up his Hands to Heaven with a lecret Thankf- 

f'j^^he'-e'vasftillfom uch Chriftian Charity in 
the J  orld The Innocence o f the Saint made hiiii milfake 
the Kifs o f a Lover for a Salute of Charity. I  am heartily 
concwned when I  fee a virtuous Man without a compe- 
tent Knowledge o f the W orld; and i f  there be any Ufe in 
thefe my Papers it is this, that without re p r in tin g  
\  ice under any felfe alluring Notions, they give my Rea­
der an Infight into the Ways o f Men, and reprefcnt hu­
man Nature m all its changeable Colours. The Man who 
has not been engaged in any o f the Follies o f the World
OT.as!>A^YpearcxpreKesh,/,acineydi,itieirayjofMe»’’
may here find a Pifture o f its Follies and Extravagancies*. 
The Virtuous and the Innocent may know in Speculation 
what they could never arrive at by Praftice, and by this 
Means avoid the Snares o f the Crafty, the C orrup tiis o f  
the V icious, and the Reafonmgs o f the Prejudiced. Their- 
Minds may be opened without being vitiated.

Mr "t -*' following Correfpondent,’
Mr. Timothy Doodle, who feems a very well-meaning
I n"?, thislhort Preface, to whichi lhall fubjom a Letter from the faid M r. Doodle.

S I R ,

[ could heartily wilh that you would let us know your 
Opinion upon feveral innocent Diverfions which 

are in ufe among us, and which are very proper to pafsa- 
way a Winter Night for thofe who do not c i  to tlirow 
away their Time at an Opera, or at the Play-houfe. I

l^otion you have
Hot-Cockles j as alfo whether you think that Quefti- 

ons Md Commands, Mottoes, Similics, and crofs ^ r p o -

‘ha" ‘ h i e
publick Diverfions which are grown fo very falhionable 
^^ong us. J f you would recommend to our Wives and 
Daughters, who read your Papers with a, great deal o f  
Plealure, fome of thofe Sports and Pafiimes that may be 
^ ft ife d  within Doors, and by the Fire-fide, we who are 
Mailers o f Families Ihould be hugely obliged to you. I

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N *2 9 0  S p e c t a t o r .

‘  need not tell you that I would have thefe Sports and Paf- 
< • - nnf onlv meny but innocent, for which Reafon I
i  r .? „ ”  nor
.  d S rffo m .ch arO n n n n 'l'rk n 'y-

« tedious w inter Evenings with a great deal ° f  Pleafure
.  Tho’ Ihebe young, and handfom, and good-hurnoured
‘  7o a M lrade! (he^does not care for gadding abroad like

L f u . ,  cpv There is a very tnendly Man, a Co-
hi A r l y ,  w “ m I on. lig h tlly  obliged . .  for 

i  S . i l h L  t S  come, .0 fee me almog every N rg h ,,
‘  L  he is not one of thofe giddy young Fellows that can- 

tor he IS no pi When we are together,

we very often make a Party at Blind-Man’s-Buff, which 
. • that I like the better, becaufe there is a good
. t o U f  E veS  ft in S . The Colonel end I are blinded by 
‘  S r n s  and you will laugh your Heart out to fee what 
.  Pains my Dear takes to hoodwink us, fo that it is impof- 
. S  S s t o f e e t h e l e a f t G l i m i f f e o f L .g ^  The poor 
‘  S o n e l  fometimes hits his Nofe againft a Poft, and 
* makes us die with laughing. I  have generally the go 
. S S  to hurt my Telf, but am very often above h d f 
« mn Hour before I can catch either of them; for you muff 
‘ know we hide our felves up and down in 
‘ x^m ay have the more Sport. I only give you this Hint 
‘  r e s a m p le  of fuch innocent Diverlions as I  would 
‘  have you recommend ; and am, p ■ j
■ W  r / i W  S I R .

T H E follow in g Letter was occafion edb ym ylaft?W ' 
d/rtv’s Paper upon the Abfence of Lovers, and the Methods 
f Z e i n  inentioned of making fuch Abfence fupportable.

. V  M O N O  the feveral Ways o f Confolation vyhich 

. A  abfent Lovers make ufe o f while their
« in that State of Departure, which you fay is Death m 
‘  Love, therearefom every materid ones, that have ef
. c i e d  your Notice. Among thefe, firft and mod
. received is a crooked Shilling, ^hich has adm niftrtd
‘  great Comfort to our Fore-fathers, and is foil m̂ ^̂
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ufe ofonthisOccafion with very good EfFcft in moft 
Parts o f Her Majetty’s Dominions. There are fome I  
know, who think a Crown Piece cut into twoequal Parts 
and preferved by the dilknt Lovers, is ofmore fovereicrn 
Virtue than the former. But fince Opinions are dividl-d 
m this Particular, vvhy may not the fame Perfons make 
ufe o f both ? The Figure o f a Heart, whether cut in 
Stone or caft in Metal, whether bleeding upon an Altar • 
ftuck with Darts, or held in the Hand oTa has^ l 
ways been looked upon as Talifmanick in DirtrefTes o f 
th^s^,ature. la m  acquainted with many abraveFellow 
who carries his Miltrefs in the Lid o f hk Snuff-box, Tni 
by that Expedient has fupportcdhimfelf under the Ab- 
fence o f a whole Campaign. For my own part, I have 
tried all thefe Remedies, but never found fonnich Bene­
fit trom any as from a Ring,in which my Miftrefs’s HmV 
IS platted together very artificially in a kind o f True- 
Lover s Knot. As I have received great Benefit from  
this Secret, I  think my felf obliged to communicateTt 
to the Publick, for the Good of my Fellow-Subjecis I 
defire you will add this Letter as an Appendix to vn.,r 
Confolations upon Abfence, and am, ”

Your -very humble Servant, T . B.

® Letter from an Uni- 
verfity Gentleman, occafioned by my Iqft TucfJay's Pa 
per, wherein I  gave fome Account o f the g r i T F e S ;  
which happened formerly in thofe learned Bodies, be­
tween the modern Greeks and Trojans.

S I R ,

" T  F irs will give you to underlland, that there is at pre-
v7  whereof I  am a Member, a

ry confiderableBody o f who, upon a proper
Occafion would not fail to declare our felves. In tlis 
mean while we do all we can to annoy our Enemies by

attack M ?  T  Opportunity to
^tack Mr JoJlsua Barnes, whom we look upon as the
^r/W/«of theoppofiteParty. As For my felf, L a v e  had

trulty Trojan and am refolved never to give Quarter to 
the imalleil Particle o f  Greek, where-ever f  d i^ c e  to 
meet it. It is for this Reafon I take it very ill of vou.thac

N  2 ' ‘ yoa .
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