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* grieves me to obferve and confider how many poor
* Children are daily ruin’d by carelefs Nurfes ; and ycc
how tender ought they to be ofa poor Infant, fince the
* leaft Hurt or Blow, efpecially upon the Head, may make
‘it fenfelefs, ftupid, or otherwife miferable for ever }
BUT I cannot well leave this Subjedlas yet; for it
feems to me very unnatural, thata Woman that has fed
* a Child as part of her felf for nine Months, fhould have
no Defireto nurfe it farther, when brought to Light and

‘ Affiftance and the OiRce ofa Mother. Do not the very

* Careand Delight imaginable ? For how can llie be call’d
a Mother that will not nurfe its young ones. The
Earth iscall’d the Mother ofall Things, not becaufe file

*

Defire, but the Care of it argues Virtue and Choice. |
am not ignorant but that there are fome Cafes of Necef-

*
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very few, that I am fure in a Thoufand there is hardly

' one real Inftancej for if a Woman does but know that
* her Husband can fpare about three or fix Shillings a
Week extraordinary, (altho’ this is but feldom confide-
red) flie certainly, with the Affiftance of her Goffips,

will foon perfuade the good'M.an to fend the Child to
Nurfe, and eafily impofe upon him by pretending In..
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Nature gives Place to Cuttom.
T S1R, Your humble Servant.
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Tuv 6 dH.d,iAa.T@- fiti avS'n
'Ea “ofecLrcov riS'tla Hef.

\A T E are told by fome ancient Authors, that Socrates
~ 7 was inftrudled in Eloquence by a Woman, whofe

Name, if I am not miftaken, was Afpafsa, | have indeed
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before her Eyes, and when by its Cry it implores her

cruelleft of Brutes tend their young ones with all the

produces, but becaufe lhe maintains and nurfes what ihe
produces ? The Generation of the Infant is the EfFeft of

fity where a Mother cannot give Suck, and then out of
two Evils the leaft muft be chofen ; but there are fa

difpofition. This Cruelty is fupported by Falhion, and.

IS



very often looked upon that Art as the moft proper for
the Female Sex, and | think the L'niverfities would do
well to confider whether they fliould not fill the Rhe-
torjck Chairs with She Profeffors.

T has been faid in the Praife of fome Men, that they
could talk whole Flour? together upon any Thing; but it
jnuft be owned to the Honour of the other Sex, that there
are many among them w'ho can talk whole Hours together
upon Nothing. | have known aWoman br~ch out i'ntoa
long Extempore Differtation upon the Edging of a Petti-
coat, and chide her Servant for breaking a China Cup, in
all the Figures of Rhetorick.

W ERE Women admitted to plead in Courts ofjudicature,

am perfuaded they would carry the Eloquence of the
Bar to greater Fleights than ithas yet arrived at. Ifanyone
doubts this, lethim but be prefentat thofe Debates which
frequently arife among the Ladies of the Britijh Fifhery.

%_F|Eyfirft Kind therefore of Female Orators which |
Ihall take notice of, are thofe who are employed in llir-
ring up the Paffions, a Part of Rhetorick in which Socra-

his Wife had perhaps made agreater Proficiency than
Jiis above-mentioned Teacher.

THE fecond Kind of Female Orators are thofe who
deal in Inveftives, and who are commonly known by the
Kame ofthe Cenforious. The Imagination and Elocution
of this Set of P.hetoricians is wonderful. W ith what a
Fluency of Invention, and Copioufnefs of Expreffion, will
they enlargeupon every little Slip in the Behaviour ofano-
ther? With how many different Circumftances, and with
whatVariety ofPhrafes, will they tell over the fame Story ?
| have known an old Lady makean unhappy Marriage the
Subjeflofa Month’s Converfation. She blamed the Bride
in onePlace; pitied her inanother;laughedat herin athird;
wondered at her in a fourth ; was angry with her in a
fifth; andin fhort, wore out a Pair of Coach-Horfes in
expreffing her Concern for her. At length, after having
quite exhaufted the Subjeft on this Side, lhe made a Vi-
fit toahe new-married Pair, praifed the Wife for the pru-
dent Choice lhe had made, told her the unreafonable Re-
flexions which fome malicious People had call upon her,
and defired that they might be better acquainted. The
Cenfure and Approbation of this Kind of Wome{] ez?ge
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therefore only to be confider'd as Helps to Difcourfe.

A third ICind of Female Orators may be comprehended
under the Word Goffips. Mrs. Fiddle Fuddle is perfeftly
accomplilhed in this Sort of Eloguence; llie lanches out
into Defcriptions of Chriftenings, runs Divilions upon an
Head-drefs, knows every Di(h of Meat that is ferved up
in her Neighbourhood, and entertains her Company a
whole Afternoon together with the Wit of her little Boy,
before he is able to ipeak.

THE Coquette may be looked upon as a fourth Kind of
Female Orator. To give herfelfthe larger Field for Dif-
courfe, file hates and loves in the fame Breath, talks to her
Lap-dog or Parrot, isuneafy in all kinds of Weather, and
in every Part of the Room: She has falfe Quarrels and
feigned Obligations to all the Men ofher Acquaintance j
fighs when Ihe is not fad, and laughs when lhe is not
merry. The Coquette is in particular a great Miftrefs of
that Part of Oratory which is called Aftion, and indeed
feems to fpeak for no other Purpofe, but as it gives her
an Opportunity offtirring a Limb, or varying a Feature,
of glancing her Eyes, or playing with her Fan.

A'S for News-mongers, Politicians, Mimicks, Story-
tellers, with other Charaftcrs of that Nature, which
give Birth to Loquacity, they are as commonly found
among the Men as the Women j for which Reafon I
lliall pafs them over in Silence.

I have often been puzzled to affign a Caufe why Women
Ihould have this Talent ofa ready Utterance in fo much
greater Perfeilionthan Men. | havefometimesfanfied that
they have notaretentivePower,ortheFacul ty offupprefling
their Thoughts, as Men have, liut that they are neceffitated
to fpeak every thing they think, and if fo, it would per-
haps furnifh avery ftrong Argument to the Cartefians, for
the fupporting of their Dodtrine, that the Soul always
thinks. But as feveral are of Opinion that the Fair Sex are
not altogether Strangers to the Art of Diflembling and con-
cealing their Thoughts, | have been forced to relinquifli
that Opinion, and have therefore endeavoured to feek af-
ter fome-better Reafon. In order to it, a Friend mine,
who is an excellent Anatomill, has promifed me by the
firll Opportunity to diffedl aWoinan’sTongue, and to exa-
mine whether they may not be init certain Juices which
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render it fo wonderfully voluble or flippant, or whether
the Fibres of it may not be made up of a finer or rnore
pliant Thread, or whether there are not in it fome particu-
lar Mufcles which dart it up and down by fuch hidden
Glances and Vibrations; or whether in the laft place, there
may not be certain undifcovered Channels running from
the Head and theHeart, to this little Inftrument of Loqua-
city, and conveying into it a perpetual Affluence of ani-
malSpirits. Nor muft I omittheReafon which Hudibras has
given, why thofe who can talk on Trifles fpeak with the
greareft Fluency; namely, that the Tougue is like a ILice-
Horfe, which runs thefafter the lefler Weight it carries.

W H I CH of thefe Reafons foevermay be looked upon
as the moll; probible, I think the Jrijnman'i Thought was
very natural, who after fome Hours Converfation with a
Female Orator, told her, that he believed her Tongue was
very glad when lhe was afleep, for that it Irad not a Mo-
ment’s Reft all the while (lie was awake.

THAT excellentold Ballad ofthe WantonWifeofJSath,
has the following remarkable Lines.

I think, quoth Thomas, Wvnens fongues
O f Jfpen Leaves are made.

AND Ovid, tho’ in the Defeription ofavery barbarous
Circumftance, tells us, That when the Tongue of a beau-
tiful Female was cut out, and thrown upon the Ground,
it could not forbear muttering even in that Pofture.

Comprenfam forcipe linguam
Jbftulit enfefero. Radix micat ultima lingua.
Ipfajacet, terraque tremens immurmurat atra\
Vtquefalire foiet mutilata cauda colubra

IF aTongue would be talking without a Mouth, what
could it have done when it had ml its Organs of Speech,
and Accomplices of Sound about it ? I might here men-
tion the Story of the Pippin Woman, had not | fome Rea-
fon to look upon jt as fabulous.

I muft confers L am fo wonderfully charmed with the
Mufick of this little Inftrument, that | would by no means
difeourage it. All that I aim at by this Differtation is, to
cure it of fcveral difa'greeable Notes, and in particular of
thofe little larrings and DilTonances which anfe Ircrni
Anger, Cenforioufnefs, Goffipingand Coquetry. In lhort,





