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I would always have it tuned by Good-nature, Truth,
Difcretion and Sincerity. C

N° 248. Friday, November 14.

Hoc maxime Officii eji, ut quiffiue maxime opis indigeaty
ita ei potiffimitm opitulari. Tull.

in the Efteera of Mankind, who do not make it
theirEndeavour to be beneficial to Society;andwho

upon all Occafions which their Circumftances of Life
can adminiller, do not take a certain unfeigned Pleafure
in conferring Benefits of one kind or otJier. Thofe whofe
great Talents and high Birth have placed them in con-
fpicuous Stations of Life, are indifpenfably obliged to
exert fome noble Inclinations for tlte Service of the
World, or elfe fuch Advantages become Misfortunes, and
Shade and Privacy are a moreeligiblePortion.WhereOp-
portunities and Inclinations are given to the fame Perfon,
we fometimes fee fnblime Inflances of Virtue, which fo
dazzle our Imaginations, that we look with Scorn on all
which in lower Scenes of Life we may our felves be able
to praEUfe. But this is a vicious way of thinking ; and it
bears fome fpice of romantick Madnefs, for a Man to
imagine that he mull grow ambitious, or feek Adven-
tures to be able to do great Aftions. It is in every Man’s
Power in the World who is above mere Poverty, not only
to do Things worthy but heroick. The great Foundation
of civil Virtue is Self-denial 1, and there is no one above
the Neceffities of Life, but has Opportunitiesof excrcifing
that noble Quality, and doing as much as his Circum-
ftances will bear for the Eafe and Convenience of other
Men; and he who docs more than ordinary Men prac-
tife upon fuch Occafions as occur in his Life, delcrves
the Value of his Friends as if he had done Enterprizes
which arc ufually attended with the higheft Glory. Men
ef publick Spirit differ rather in their Circumftances than
their Virtuei and the Man who does all he can in a low
Station, ismore a Hero than he who omitsany worthy Ac-
tion
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tion he isable to accomplifli in a.great one. It is not ma-
ny Years ago Lapirius, in Wrong of his elder Bro-
ther, came to a great Hftate by Gift of his Father, by rea-
fon of the dilTolute Behaviour of the Firft-born. Shame
and Contrition reformed theL ifeof the difinherited” outh,
and he became as remarkable for his good Qualities as
formerly for his Errors. Lapirius, who obferved his
ther’s Amendment, font him on aNew-Year’'s Day in the
Morning the following Letter;

Honoured Brother,
- T Inclofe to you the Deeds whereby my Father gave
‘N me this Houfe and Land ; Had he lived 'till now, he
would not have bellowed it in that manner ; he took it
* from the Man you were, and | fellore it to the Man you
‘are. | am,

SIR, Tour affeBionate Brother,
and humble Servant, P. T.

A'S great and exalted Spirits undertake the Purfuit of
hazardous Aaions for the Good of others, at the fame
time gratifying their Paffion for Glory ; fo do worthy.
Minds in the domeflick way of Life deny themfelves,ma-
ny Advantages, to fatisfy a generous Benevolence which'
they bear to their Friends oppreffed with Diflreffes and
Calamities. Such Natures one may call Stores of Provi-
dence, which are aauated by a fecret Celellial Influence,
to undervalue the ordinary Gratifications of Wealth, to
give Comfort to an Heart loaded with Affliflion, to fave
a falling Family, to preferve a Branch of Trade in their
Neighbourhood, and give Work to the Indullrious, pre-
ferve the Portion ofthe helplefs Infant, and raife the Head
ofthe mourning Father. People whole Hearts are wholly
bent towards Pleafure, or intent upon Gain, never hear
of the noble Occurrences among Men of Indullry and
Humanity. It would FOOCinkeaCity Romance, to tell them
of the generous Merchant, who the other Day fent this Bil-
let to ™ eminent Trader under Difficulties to fuppoVt him-
fclf, in whofe Fall many hundreds befides hirafelf had pe-
rifhed ; but becaufe | think there is more Spirit and true
Gallantry in it than in any Letter |1 have ever read from
Strephon to Phillis, | fhall infert it even in the mercan-

»ilc hctfieft Stile in wBcb it was fent. .
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SIR,
‘1T Have heard ofthe Cafualties which have involved you
' in extreme Diftrefs at this time; and knowing you
‘ to be a Man ofgreat Good-nature, Induftry and Pro-

‘ bity, have refolved to Hand by you. Be ofgood chcar, .

‘ the Bearer brings with him five thoufand Pounds, and
‘ has my Order to anfwer your drawing as much more
‘ on my Account. | did this in hade, for fear I fhould
* come too late for your Relief; but you may value your
‘* felfwith me to the Sum of fifty thoufand Pounds; for |
‘'‘can very chcarfully run the Hazard of being fo much
‘ lefs rich than I am now, to favc an honell Man whom
“'l love. Tour Triend and Serwant, W. P.

I think there is fomewhere in Montaigne mention m.ade
ofa Family-book, wherein all the Occurrences that hap-
pened from one Generation of that Ploufe to another were
recorded. Were there fuch a Method in the Families
which are concerned in this Generofity, it would be an
hard Task for the greatell: in Europe to give, in their own,

an Infiance of a Benefit better placed, or conferred with .

a more graceful -Air. It has been herptofore urged how
barbarous and inhuman is any unjuft Step made to the
Difadvantage of a Trader; and by how much fuch an Aft
towards him is deteftable, by fo much an Aft of Kind-
nefs towards him is laudable. | remember to have heard
a Bencher of the Temple tell a Story ofa Tradition in their
Houfe, where they had formerly a Cufiom ofchoofing
Kings for fuch a Seafon, and allowing him his Expences
at the Charge of the Society : One of our Kings, faid my
Friend, carried his Royal Inclination a little too far, and
there was a Committee ordered to look into the Manage-
ment of his Treafury. Among other Things it appeared,
that his Majefly walking rmrog'. in the Cloilter, had over-
heard a poor Man fay to another, fuch a fmall Sum would
make me the happiefi Man in the World. The King out
of his Royal Compaffion privately inquired into his Cha-
rafter, and finding him a proper Objeft of Charity, fent
him the Money. When the Committee re.ad the Report,
the Houfe palled his Accounts with a Plaudite without far-
ther Examination, upon Recital of this Article in them,
1 S. d.
For making a Man happy 10 : 00 : 00
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