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Lately Publijh'd,

h e Mifcellaneous Works, in Verfe and Profe, of
T the late Right Honourable JOSEPH DDI-
SON, Efq; in Three Volumes. Confifting of fuch as
were never before printed in izmo. With fome Account
of the Life and Writings of the Author, by Mr. Tickell.

N. B. Thefe Three Volumes, with the fatlers, Spec-
tators, Guardians, Freeholder, and Remarks on federal

Parts of ltaly, complete Mr. Addifon'& Works in
Twelves.
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To the Right Honourable

7homas Earl of Wharton.

MT LORD,

N H E Author of the SpeBa-
tor having prefix’d before
each of his Volumes the

Name of fome great PSj™on to
whom he has particular Omigati-
ons, layshis Claim to your Lord (hip’s

A z Patro-
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Patronage upon the fame Account.
| mull: confefs, my Lord, had not
| already received great Inftances of
your Favour, | fliould have been
afraid of fubmittinga Work of this
Nature to your perufal. You are
fo thoroughly acquainted with the
Charaders of Men, and all the Parts
of human Life, that it is impolfible
for the lead: Mifreprefentation of
them to efcape your Notice. It is
Your Lordlliips particular Diftin-
dion that you are Mailer of the
whole Compafs of Bufinefs, and
have fignalized Your Self in all the
different Scenes of it. We admire
fome for the Dignity, others for the
Popularity of their Behaviour ~*fome
for their Clearnefs of Judgment,
othe?;™ for their Happinefs of Ex-
preffion-, fome for the laying of
Schemes, and others for the putting

of
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of them in Execution : It is Your
Lordihip only who enjoys thcfe fe-
veral Talents united, and that too
in as great Perfeilion as others pof-
elefs them fingly. Your Enemies ac-
knowledge this great Extent in Your
Lordlhip’s Charader, at the fame
time that they ufe their utmoft In-
duftry and Invention to derogate
from it. But it is for Your Honour
that thole who are now Your Ene-
mies were always fo. You have
aded in lo much Confillency with
Your Self, and promoted the In-
terefts of your Country in fo uniform
a Manner, that even thofe who
would mifreprefent your Generous
Dehgns for the Publick Good,
cannot but approve the Steadinefs
and Intrepidity with whif]® You
purfue them. It is a moft lenlible
Pleafure to me that | have this

A Oppor-
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Opportunity of profeffitlg my {elf
one of your great Admirers, and,
In a very particular Manner,

m\Vy L 0 RDj

Tai\V LordJhip*s
m jI - OhHgedj
and mojl Obedient,

Humble Servant”

7he Spectator.



SPECTATOR.

VOL. V.
322. Monday, March 10. 1712.

— humum mcerore grai'i deducit (s* angit.  Hor.

T is often faid, after a Man has heard a

Story with extraordinary Circumtlances,

It is a very good one if it be true : But

as for the following Relation, 1 fhoiild be

glad were | fure it were falfe. It is told

with fuch Simplicity, and there are fo
many artlefs Touches of Diftrefs in it, that | fear it comes
too much from the Heart.

Mr. Spe ctator,

Q OME Years ago it happened that | lived in the
fame Houfe with a young Gentleman of Merit;
with whofe good Qualities | was fo mutjr taken, as to
make it my Endeavour to lliew as many asSf*Avasable in .
my felf. Familiar Converfe improved general Civilities
into an unfeigned Paffion on both Sides. He watched
an Opportunity to declare himfelf to me ; and 1, who
could not expefta Man offo great an Eftate as his, re-
ceived his AddrelTes in fuch Terms, as gave him no rea-
A4 * fon
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fon to believe | was difpleafed with them, tho’ I did
nothing to make him think me more eafy than was de-
cent. His Father was a very hard worldly Man, and
proud ; fo that there was no reafon to believe he would
eafily be brought to think there was any thing in any
Woman’s Perlon or Charaaer that could balance the
Difadvantage of an unequal Fortune. In the meantime
the Son continued his Application to me, and omitted
no Occafion of demonftrating the moll difinterelled
Paffion imaginable to me ; and in plain direa Terms
offer’d to marry me privately, and keep it fo till he
ftiould be fo happy asto gain his Father’s Approbation,
or become pofleffed of his Ellate. | palfionately loved
him, and you will believe | did not deny fuch a one
what was my Intereft alfo to grant. However | was
not foyoung, as not to take the Precaution of carrying
with me a faithful Serv.int, who had been alfo my
Mother’s Maid, to be prefent at the Ceremony. VVhen
that was over | demanded a Certificate, figned by the
Miniller, my Husband, and the Servant | juft now
fpoke of. After our Nuptials, we converfed together
very familiarly in the fame Houfe: but the Reftraints
we were generally under, and the Interviews we had,
being ftolen and interrupted, made our Behaviour to
each other have rather the impatient Fondnefs which
is vifible in Lovers, than the regular and gratified Af-
fedlion which is to be obferved in Man and Wife.
This, Obfervation made the Father very anxious for
his Son, and prefs him to a Match he had in his Eye
for him. To relieve my Husband from this Impor-
tunity, and conceal the Secret of our Marriage, which
I had reafon to know would not be long in my
Power in Town, it was refolved that | lhould retire
into a remote Place in the Country, and converfe under
feigned Names by Letter. We long continued this
Way of Commerce; and | with my Needle, a few
Books, a- M reading over and over my Husband’s Let-
ters, palled my Time in a. refigned Expedlation of bet-
ter Days. Be pleafed to take notice, that within four
Months after | left my Husband | was delivered ofa
Daughter, who died within few Hours after her Birth.
This Accident, and the retired Manner of Life | led,

‘ gave
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gave criminal Hopes to a neighbouring Brute' of a
Country Gentleman, whofe Foll)fcwas the Source of all
my AfHiftion. This Ruftick is one of thofe rich Clowns,
who fupply the Want of all manner of Breeding by
the Negledl of it, and with noify Mirth, half Under-
Handing, and ample Fortune, force themfelves upon
Perfons and Things without any Senfe of Time and
Place. The poor ignorant People where | lay conceal’d,
and now paffed for a Widow, wondered | could be
fo Ihy and llrange, as they called it, to the Squire ; and
were bribed by him to admit him whenever he thought
fit. 1 happened to be fitting'in a little Parlour which.
belonged to my own Part of the Houfe, and mufing
over one of the fondeft of my Husband’s Letters, in
which | always kept the Certificate of my Marriage,.
when this rude Fellow came in, and witli the naufcous.
FamiGarity of fuch unbred Brutes, fnatched the Papers
out of my Hand. | was immediately under fo great
a Concern, that | threw my felfathis Feet, and beg-
ged of him to return them. He with the fame odious
Pretence to Freedom and Gaiety, fwore he would
read tlum. | grew more importunate, he more
curious, till at laft, with an Indignation arifingfrom a
Paflion | tlten firll; difcovered in him, he threw the
Papers into the Fire, fwearing that fince he was not
to read them, the Man who writ them Ihould never be
fo happy as to have me read them over again. It is
infignificant to tell you my Tears and Reproaches made
the boifterous Calf leave the Room afhamed and out
of Countenance, when | had leifure to ruminate oa
this Accident with more than ordinary Sorrow : How-
ever, fuch was then my Confidence in my Husband,
that | writ to him the Misfortune, and defired another
Paper of the fame kind. He deferred writing two or
three Ports, and at laft anfwered me in general. That
he could not then lend me what | an”sd' for, but
when he could find a proper Conveyance” | lhould
be furc to liave it. From this Time his Letters were
more cold every Day than other, and as he grew in-
difterent I grew jealous. This has at laft brought me.to-
Town, where | find both the Witncllesof my Marriaga
dead, and that my Husband, after three Months Coha-
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