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O curves in terris animes, * cceleftium inanes. Perf.

Mr. Spectator,

‘* ATAHE Materials you have collefted together towards
* X " general Hiftory of Clubs, make fo bright a
‘ part of your Speculations, that I think it is but
a Juftice we all owe-the learned World to furnilh you
with fuch Affiftances as may promote that ufeful Work.
* For this Reafon | could not forbear communicating to
* you feme imperfeft Informations ofa Setof Men (if you
“ will allow them a place in that Species of Being) who
‘ have lately erefted themfelvcs into a Nodlurnal Frater-
‘ nity under the Title of the M oM Club, a Name bor-
‘ rowed it feems from a fort of Canibah in htdia, who
* fubfift by plundering and devouring all the Nations about

3

them. The Prefident is (tiled Emperor ofthe Mohocks i

and his Arms zxe”7urkijh Crefeent, which his Imperial
* Majefty be-irsat prefent ina very extraordinary manner
‘ engraven upon his Forehead. Agreeable to their Name,
‘ the avowed defign of their Inftitution is Mifchief; and
“ upon this Foundation all their Rules and Orders are
* framed. An outrageous Ambition of doing all poffible
‘ hurt to their Fellow Creatures, is the great Cement of
theii Afiembly, and the only Qualification required in
the Members. In order to exert this Principle in its
full Strength and Perfeftion, they take care to drink
themfelvcs to a pitch, that is, beyond the Poffibility
of attending to any Motions of Reafon o> Humanity ;
then make a general Sally, and attack all*that are fo
unfortunate as to walk the Streets through which they
patrole. Some are knock’d down, others Ilabb’d, o-
thers cut and carbonado’d. To put the Watch to a
total Rout, and mortify fome of thofe inolFenfive Mili-
tia, isreckon d a Coup d'eclat. The’particular Talents
by whicii thefe Mifanthropes are dillinguilhed from one

‘ another.
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another, confift in the various kinds of Barbarities whicli
tlicy execute upon their Prifoners. Some are cele-
brated for a happy dexterity in tipping the Lion up-
on them ; which is performed by fqueezing the Nole
flat to the Face, and boring out the Eyes with their
Fingers : Others are called the Dancing-Mailers, and
teach their Scholars to cut Capers by running Swords
thro’ their Legs; a new Invention, whether origi-
nally Tfench | cannot tell: A third fort are the Tum-
blers, whofe Office it is to fet Women on their Heads,
and commit certain Indecencies, or rather Barbarities,
on the Limbs which they expofe. But thefe | forbear
to mention, becaufe they can’t but be very Ihocking to
the Reader as well as the Spectato r. In this
manner they carry on a War againlt Mankind; and by
the Handing Maxims of their Policy, are to enter into
no Alliances but one, and that is Offenfive and Dcfenfive
with all Bawdy-Houfes in general, ot which they have
declared themlelves Proteftors and Guarautees.
“ I mult own, Sir, thefe are only broken incoherent
Memoirs of this wonderful Society,but tiiey are the bell
I have been yet able to procure; for being but or late
Ellablithment, it is not ripe forajull Hillory 1 And to
b*Icrious, thechief Delign of this i roubic is co liinder
it from ever being lo. You have been pleas d, out of a
concern for the good of your Countrymen, to af£l under
the Charafter of Spectator, not only the Part ofa
Looker-on, butan Overfeer of their Adlions; and when-
ever fuch Enormities as thisinlcll the Town, we imme-
diately fly to you iei' Redrefs. | have reafon to be-
lieve, that fome thoughtlefs Youngllers, out ofa falfe
Notion of Bravery, and an immoderate Fondnefs to be
dillinguilh’d for Fellows of Fire, are infenfibly hurry’d.
into this fenfelefs icandalous Projeft ; Such will probably
ftand correfted by your Reproofs, efpecially it you in-
form then\ that it is not Courage for halfa fcore Fel-
lows, it"d with Wine and Lull, to fet upon two or three
foberer than themlelves ; and that the iVlanners of In-
dian Savages are no becoming Accomplilhments to an
Euglijh fine Gentleman. Such of them as have been
Bullies and Scowerers of a long Handing, and arc grown
Veterans in this Icindof Service, are, | fear, too hardnetd
n
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to receive any Impreffions from your Admonitions.
But | beg you would recommend to their Perufal your
ninth Speculation ; They may there be taught to take
warning from the Club of Duelills j and be put in
mind, that the common Fate of thofe Men of Honour
was to be hang’d.

I am.

March the to, SIR,

I lae Your mojl humble Servant,

Philanthropes.

THE following Letter is of a quite contrary nature;
but | add it here, that the Reader may obferve at the fame
View, how amiable Ignorance may be when it is fliewn in
its Simplicities, and how deteftable in Barbarities. It is
written by an honeft Countryman to his Millrefs, and
came to the Hands ofa Lady of good Senfe wrapped a-
bout a Thread-Paper, who has long kept it by her as
an Image of ardefs Love.

To her | very much refpeil, Mrs. Margaret Clark.

T OVELY, and oh that | could write loving Mrs.
‘ Margaret Clark, | pray you let Affedlion excufe
Prefumption. Having been fo happy as to enjoy the
Sight of your fweet Countenance and comely Body,
fometimes when | had occafion to buy Treacle or Li-
quorifh Powder at the Apothecary’s Shop, | am (ben-
amoured with you, that | can no more keep clofe my
flaming Dcfirc to become yocr Servant. And | am the
more bold now to write to your fweet felf, becaufe |
am now my own Man, and may match where | pleafe;
for my Father is taken away, and now | am come to
my Living, which is Ten Yard Land, and ."*Houfe; and
there is nevera Yard of Land in our Field but ft is as well
worth ten Pound a Year, asa Thief is worth a Halter ;
and all my Brothers and Sifters are provided for : Bcfides
I kive goodHoufhold-ftuft' though I fay it, both Brafs
and Pewter, Linens and Woollens; and though my
* Houfe be thatched, yet, if you and | match, it fliall go

* hard





