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derfuf . . who ihews a won-
tlie Re jlttoughout his whole Poem, in preparing
fmnlt Occurrences that arife in it
Part Circumllance, the firft
Pm, n-ii® “per awaking finds
rTi wtth an unufual Difcompofure in her
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' Major rerum mihi nafcitur orda. Virg.

E were told in the foregoing Book how the evil
bpint praiSlifcd upon E‘ce as ihe*lay afleep, in

W J Thoughts of Vanity,

rib d with a Tendernefs not to be exprefs’d, as the

m  JM"Per with which he awakens her, is the fofteft that
ever was convey’d to a Lover’s Ear.

His ponder >wes, tofind umvaken'd Eve

i decompos'd, and gloojobtg Cheek,
mi through unquiet Refi: he on his fide

Leaning half-rais'd, nnith Looks ofcordial Lome
Hung omer her enamour'd, and beheld

Beauty, nuhich mihether moaking or afieep,
Shotforth peculiar Graces: then,with Foice
Mild, as When Zephyrus on Flora breathes,

Her Handfoft touching, whifper'd thus: A-wake
My hairefi my Efpous'd, my lateftfound,
Heaven s laft beft Gift® my ever-neix} Delight f
Amsake; the MorningJhines, and thefrefio Field
Calls us, Wwe loje the Prime, to mark homo fprin,
Our tended Plants, homoblomos the Citron Grove
T,* Myrrh, and ‘what the balmy Reed
Homo hature paints her Colours, how the Bee
Snts on the Bloom, extraaing liquid Smoeet.

"~mhifp'ring "loak'd her, but moithjiartled Eye

Wwhom embracing, thusJhe Jjake:
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O Sole, in luhom my thoughtsfind all Repofie,
My Glory, my PerfeBion! glad | fee
*lhy Pace, and Morn return'd------------

| cannot but take notice, that Milton, in the Confe-
rences between Adam and E<we, had his Eye very fre-
quently upon the Book of Canticles, in which there is a
noble Spirit of Eaftern Pdttry; and very often not unlike
what we meet with in Homer, who is generally placed
near the Age oiSolomon. 1think there is no gaellion but
the Poet in the preceding Speech remember’d thoi'e two
Paflageswhich'are fpoken on the like Occafion, and fill’d
with the fame pleafing Images of Nature.

My belovedfpake, and faid unto me. Rife up, my Love,
fny Fair one, and come avoay ; for lo the Idtinter is pafi,
the Rain is over and gone, the Floviers appearon the Earth,
the Time of thefinging of Birds is come, and the Vnice of
the Purtle is heard 'in our Land. The Fig-tree putteth
forth her green Figs, and the Vines viith the tender
Grape give a good Smell. Arife my Love, my Fair one,
and come avjay.

Come, my Beloved, let us goforth into the Fieldmlet
us get up early to the Vineyards, let usfee if the Vine
fouri/h, vshether the tender Grape appear, and the Pome-
granates budforth.

H IS preferring the Garden of Eden to that

-Where the Sapient King
Held Dalliance vjith hisfair Egyptian Spoufe,

ftews that the Poet had this delightful Scene in his Mind.
E VE'i Dream is full of thole high Conceits engendring
Pride, which, we are told, the Devil endeavoured to in-
ftil into her. Of thiskind isthat Part of it where llie fan-
fies herfelf awaken’d by in the following beauti-

ful Lines. '

Why feep'f thou Eve ? novs is the pleafant Time,

The cool, thefilent, fave vohere Silence yields

To the night warbling Bird, that now awake

Tunes fweetef his love-labour d Song; now reigns

Full orb'd the Moon, and with more pleafing Light .
hadonfjy
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Shadonvyfets off the Face of things; In 'vain,

I f none regard. Hewvn nuakes 'with all his Eyes,
Whom to behold but thee. Nature's Defire,

In nuhofefight all thingsjoy, ‘with Ra'vifiment,
jlttradled by thy Beauty Jlill to gaze !

A N injudicious Poet would have made Jdam talk thro”
tlie whole work in fuch Sentiments as thefe: But Flat-
tery and Falfhood are not the Courtlhip of Milton's Adam,
and could not be heard by D've in her State of Innocence,
excepting only in a Dream produc’d on purpofe to taint
her Imagination. Other vain Sentiments of the fame kind
in this Relation ofher Dream, will be obvious to every
Reader. Tho’ the Cataftrophe of the Poem is finely pre-
faged on this Occafion, the Particulars of it are fo artfully
fhadow’d, tliat they do not anticipate the Story which fol-
lows in the ninth Book. 1fhall only add, that tho’ the
Vifion it felf is founded upon Truth, the Circumllances of
it are full of that Wildnefs and Inconfiftency which are
natural to a Dream. Adam, conformable to his fuperior
Charadler for Wifdom, inftrufts and comforts D've upon
this occafion.

So chear'd he hisfair Spoufe, andJhe 'was shear'd.
Butfilently a gentle Tear letfall

From either Eye, and ‘wiped them 'with her hair ;
T'wo other precious Drops, that ready food

Each in their cryflal Sluice, he ere theyfell
Kifs'd, as the gracious Signs of fiweet Remorfe
Andpious A'we, thatfear'd to ha've offended.

THE Morning Hymn is written in Imitation of one
of thofe Pfalms, where, in the overflowings of Gratitude
and Praife, tlie Pfalmift calls not only upon the Angels,
but upon the moft confpicuous Parts of the inanimate
Creation, to join with him in extolling their common
Maker. Invocations of this nature fill th* Mind with
glorious ldeas of God’s Works, and awaken that Divine
Enthufiafm, which is fo natural to Devotion. But ifthis
calling upon the dead Parts of Nature, is at .all times 3
proper kind of Worlhip, it was in a particular manner
luitable to our firft Parents, who had the Creation frefh
upon their Minds, and had not feen the various Difpen-

B 2 fations
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ford Matter to the g .+ f poetry, which runs

»&& Speech., which

pce”ild » .he Perron.
the Defcription wh.ch the i S"® ~ his Flight tliro’

onn”~trhtel As M /L every

Sefe\T f PoL SLTf Het

framed &' ?r fuch a manner, that it open’d of it
ITf:An7 :%proa” of the Angel who was to pafs
through it.
'Till al the Gate .
OfHea”Sn arriv'd, the Gate felMcn d *de.
On golden Hinges turning, as by Woik
Divine, the Sovereign Archiiea had framed.
T H F Poet here feems to have regarded two or three
-ntW ,?th/W . asthat in particular, where

Palfages i _nomer fays, that he had made twenty
fpeakmg o"Vulcaii, heels ; which, upon occa-

erripodes k T ro ItheSSve™" to the Affembly of the Gods,

fion, "0 njore Ufe for them, return again
and,when ther”as W ieer has rallied.Ho;wr very

after the f)..r«rhas endeavoured to

Severely up pretend to determine, whether m
defend It. "mYr IS lurvAlons docs not lofe

. t s.m« rdi,,.nR .. .Li.of *e
of Mi/tons GaK A hewould not have mentioned

At"ANAnStebeeKported in it by a Paflage m the
It, had not fn~aks of Wheels in Heaven that had

2d °f themfelves, or Hood Hill, in
Life /-"p-uUinis whom they accompanied.

br««»ha” .hi. Circom-
TH ti K becaufe in the following Book he

defcAesJhe Chariot of the with living Wheels,
icor£ tothePlanin E.dien Vxfton.
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-Forth rufIMnaith Whirlwindfound
The Chariot of paternal Deity,
Fldjhing thickflames. Wheel imthin Wheel undraann.
It felf inflinii nuith Spirit---------

I queftion not 'but Boflu, and the two Daciers, who
are for vindicating every thing that is cenfured in Homer,
by fomething parallel in Holy Writ, would have been very
well pleafed had they thought of confronting Vulcan's
Tripodes with Ezekiel's Wheels.

RHP HAEL's Defcent to the Earth, with the Figure
of his Perfon, is reprefented in very lively Colours. Se-
veral of the French, Italian and Englijh Poets have
given a loofe to their Imaginations in the Defcription of
Angels: But | donot remember to have met with any fo
finely drawn, and fo conformable to the Notions wliich
are given ofthem in Scripture, as this in Milton. After
having fet him forthin all his Heavenly Plumage, and re-
prefented fcim as alighting upon the Earth, the Poet
concludes his Defcription with a Circumftance, which is
altogether new, and imagined with the greateft Strength
of Fancy.

--------- Like Maia’r Son he flood.
AndJhook his Plumes, that Heaoj nly Fragranceflitd
The Circuit ’luide--—--—- —

RAP HAE L's Reception by the Guardian Angels;
Jiis pairing through the Wildernefs of Sweets; his diltant
Appearance to Adam, have all the Graces that Poetry is
capable of bellowing. The Author afterwards gives us a
p.irticular Defcription of Eve in her Domellick Employ.
meats.

So faying, voith diflatchful Looks in hafle

She turns, on hofpitable Thoughts intent.
What Choice to choofe for Delicacy befl.

What Order, fo contriv'd, as not to mix *
Tafles, notvjelljoin'd, inelegant, but bring
Tafte after Tafle, upheld viith kindliefl Change;
Beflirs her then. See. —--—--

THOUGH in this, and other Parts of the fame Book,
the Subjeil is only the Houfewifry of our firll Parent, it
B 3 is



30 1)$ Spectator. NO 357+

5 fet off with fo many pleafing Images and ftrong
Expreffions, as make it none of the leaft agreeable Parts
in this Divine Work.

T H E natural Majelly of Adam, and at the fame time
iis fubmiflive Behaviour to theSuperipr Being, who had
vouchfafed to be his Gueft; the folemn Hail which the
Anffel bellows upon the Mother of Mankind, with the
figure of Ew minillring at the Table, are Circumftances
which deferve to be admired.

RAPHAE L's Behaviour is every way fuitable to the
Dignity of his Nature, and tothat Charaaer of a fociable
Spirit, with which the Author has fojudicioufly introduced
him. He had received Inftruaions to converfe with Adam,
as one Friend converfes with another, and to warn him of
the Enemy, who was contriving his Deftruaion; Accord-
ingly he is reprefented as fitting down at Table with
Adam, and eating of the Fruits of Paradi/e. The Occa-
fion naturally leads him to hiS Difeourfe on the Food of
Angels. After having thus entered into Converfation with
Jilan upou more indifferent Subjects, he warns him of
his Obedience, and makes a natural Tranfition to the
Hiftory of that fallen Angel, who was employ’d in the
Circumvention of our firft Parents.

H AD I followed Monfieur BoJU's Method in my firlt
Paper on Milton, | Ihould have dated the Aaion of Pa-
radife loft from the Beginning of Raphael* Speech in this
Book, as he fuppofes the Aaion of the jEntid to begin m
the feeond Book of that Poem. | could alledge many
Reafons for my drawing the Aaion of the JEneid rather
from its immediate Beginning inthe firft Book, than from
its remote Beginning in the fecond; and fiiew why | have
coniidered the facking of 7r* as an Epifode, according
to the common Acceptation of that Word. But as this
would be a dry unentertaining Piece of Criticifm, and
perhaps unnecellary to thofe who hare read my firft Paper,
1 (hall notenlarge upon it. Which ever of the Notions be
true, the Unity of Miltons Aaion is pftferved according
to either of them; whether we confider the Fall of Man
in its immediate Beginning, or proceedmg from the Re-
folutions taken in the infernal Council, or in its more
remote Beginning, or proceeding from the firft Revolt
of tlie Angels in Heaven. The Occafion which Mllton

afligns
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affigns for this Revolt, as it is founded on Hints in Holy
Writ, and on the Opinion of fome great Writers, fo it was
the moft proper that the Poet could have made ufe of.

TH E Revolt in Heaven is defcribed with great Force
of Indignation and a fine Variety of Circumftances. The
learned Reader cannot but be pleafed with the Poet’s,
Imitation of Homer in the laft of the following Lines,

jIt length into the Limits ofthe North

They came, and Satan took his Royal Seat

High on a Hill, far blazing, as a Mount

Rais'd on a Mount, nuith Pyramids and Tonv'rs
From Diamond Quarries heustn, and Rocks of Gold,
The Palace ofgreat Lucifer, (fo call

That Structure in the Dialeff of Men

Interpreted) ---------

HOMER mentions Perfons and Things, which he
tells us in tlie Language of the Gods are called by different
Names from thofe they go by inthe Language of Men.
Milton has imitated him with his ufual Judgment in this
particular Place, wherein he has likewife the Authority of
Scripture to juflify him. The Part of Abdiel, who was the
only Spirit that in this infinite Hoft of Angels preferved
his Allegiance to his Maker, exhibits to us a noble Moral
of religious Singularity. The Zeal of the Seraphim breaks
forth in a becoming Warmth of Sentimentsand Expref-
fions, as the Charafter which is given us of him denotes
that generous Scornand Intrepidity which attends heroick
Virtue. The Author doubtlefs defigned it asa Pattern to
thofe who live among Mankind in their prefent State of
Degeneracy and Corruption.

Sofpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found

Among thefaithleft, faithful only hei

Among innumerablefalfi, unmov'd,

JInJhaktn, unfedxc'd, unUrriffd’,

His Loyalty he kept, his Love, hit Zeal:

Nor Number, nor Example "-with him nurought

Tofioerve from Truth, or change his confant Mind,

Thoughfingle. From amidjl themforth he pafs d.

Long ivay through hojiile Scorn, which he fujlabid
B4 Superior,





