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Superior, nor of Violence fear'd ought'.
And, nuith retorted Scorn, his Bach he turn’d 
On thofe proud Tirw'rs to fw ift DefruSion doom'd. L

N® 328. Monday, March 17.

Nullum :ne a labore reclinat otium. Hor.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

AS I  believe this is the firll: Complaint that ever 
was made to you of this nature, fo you are the 
firft Perfon I ever could prevail upon my felf 

to lay it before. When I tell you 1 have a healthy vigo­
rous Conftitution, a plentiful Eftate, no inordinate Da- 
fires, and am married to a virtuous lovely Woman, who 
neither wants W ît nor Good-nature, and by whom I 
have a numerous Offspring to perpetuate my Family,

' you will naturally conclude me a happy Man. But,
‘ notwithftanding thefe promifing Appearances, I  am fo 
‘ far from it, that the Profpedl of being ruin’d and un- 
‘ done, by a fort of Extravagance which of late Years is 
‘ in a lefs degree crept into every falhionable Family, de- 
‘ prives me of all the Comforts of my Life, and renders
‘ me the moft anxious miferable Man on Earth. My Wife,
‘ who was the only Child and darling Care of an indul- 
‘ gent Mother, employ’d her early Years in learning all 
‘ thofe Accomplifliments we generally underftand by 
‘ Good-breedingand polite Education. She fings, dances,
* play's on the Lute and Harpficord, paints prettily, is a 
‘ perfefl Millrefsof the French Tongue, and has m.ade a 
‘ confiderable Progrefs in Italian. She is bcfides excel- 
‘ lently skill’d in all domellick Sciences, as Preferving, 
‘ Pickling, Paftry, making Wines of Fruits of our own 
‘ Growth,Embroidering,and Needleworksof every Kind.
‘ Hitherto you will be apt to think there is very little 
‘ Caufe of Complaint; but fufpend your Opinion till I  
‘ have further explain’d my felf, and then I make no 
‘ queftion you will come over to mine. You are not 
‘ to imagine I  find feult that Ihe either poffeffes or takes

‘ delight
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‘ delight in the Exercife of thofe Qualifications I  j uft 
‘ now mention’d j ’tis the immoderate Fondnefs Ihe has 
‘ to them that I lament, and that what is only defign’d 
‘ for the innocent Amufement and Recreation of iLife, 
‘ is become the whole Bufinefs and Study of hers. The 
‘ fix Months we are in Town (for the Year is equally 
‘ divided between that and the Country) from almoll 
‘ Break of Day till Noon, the whole Morning is laid out 
‘ in praftifingwith her feveral Mailers ; and to make up 
‘ the Lofifes occafion’d by her Abfence in Summer, every 
• Day in the Week their Attendance is requir’d ; and as 
‘ they are all People eminent in their Profeflions, their 
‘ Skill and Time mull be recompenfed accordingly: So 
‘ how far thefe Articles extend, I leave you to judge.
' Limning, one would think, is no expenfive Diverfion,
' but as Ihe manages the Matter, ’tis a very confiderabie 
' Addition to her Disburfements; which you will eafily 
' believe, when you know Ihe paints Fans for all her 
' Female Acquaintance, and draws all her Relations 
' Pidlures in Miniature; the firll mull be mounted by 
' no body but Colmar, and the other fet by no body but 

Charles Mather. What follows, is Hill much worfe than 
the former; for as I told you, Ihe is a great Artill at 
her Needle, ’tis incredible what Sums Ihe expends in 
Embroidery; For befides, what is appropriated to her 
perfonal Ufe, as Mantua’s, Petticoats,Scomachcrs,Hand- 
kerchiefs, Purfes, Pin-cufhions, and Working-Aprons, 
Ihe keeps four French Protellants continually employ’d 
in making divers Pieces of fuperfluous Furniture, as 
Quilts, Toilets, Hangings for Clofets, Beds, Window- 
Curtains,Eafy-Chairs, and Tabourets: Nor have 1 any 
hopes of ever reclaiming her from this Extravagance, 
while Ihe obllinately perfills in thinking it a notable 
piece of good Houfewifry, becaufe they are made at 
home, and Ihe has had feme lharc in tlie Performance. 
There would be no end of relating to y«u the Parti­
culars of the annual Charge, in furnilhing her Store- 
Room with a Profufion of Pickles and Preferves; for 
Ihe is not contented with having every thing, unlels it 
be done every way, in which the confults an Heredi­
tary Book of Receipts} for her female Ancellors have 
been always fam’d for good Houfewifry, one of whom 

B 5 ‘ u

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



34 72)(f S p  E C T  A T  O R. N? 328:
is made immortal, by giving her Name to an Eye- 
Water and two forts of Puddings. I  cannot under­
take to recite all her medicinal Preparations, as Salves, 
Cerecloths, Powders, Confefts, Cordials, Ratafia, Per- 
fico. Orange flower, and Cherry-brandy, together with 
innumerable forts of Simple Waters. But there is no­
thing I lay fo much to heart, as that deteflable Cata­
logue of counterfeit Wines, which derive their Names 
from the Fruits, Herbs, or Trees of whofe Juices they 
are chiefly compounded: They are loathfom to the 

■ Tafte, and pernicious to the Health ; and as they fel- 
dom furvive the Year, and then are thrown away, un­
der a falfe Pretence of Frugality, I may affirm they 
Hand me in more than if  I entenain’d all our Vifltors 
with the bell Burgundy and Champaign. Coffee, Cho­
colate, Green, Imperial, Peco, and Bohea-Tea feem to 
be Trifles ; but when the proper Appurtenances of the 
Tea-table are added, they fwell the Account higher 
than one would imagine. I  cannot conclude without 
doing her Juftice in one Article j where her Frugality is 
fo remarkable, I mull not deny her the Merit of it, and 
that is in relation to her Children, who are all con­
fin’d, both Boys and Girls, to one large Room in the 
remotell Part of the Houfc, with Bolts on the Doors 
and Bars to the Windows, under the Care and Tuition 
of an old Woman, who had been dry Nurfe to her 
Grandmother. This is their Refidence all the Year 
round; and as they are never allowed to appear, Ihe 
prudently thinks it needlefs to be at any Expence in 
Apparel or Learning. Her eldefl Daughter to this day 
would have neither read nor writ, if it had not been 
for the Butler, who being the Son of a Country Attor­
ney, has taught her fuch a Hand as is generally ufed for 
engrofling Bills in Chancery. By this time I have fuf- 
ficiently tired your Patience with my domeflick Grie­
vances ; Svhich I  hope you will agree could not well be 
contained in a narrower Compafs, when you confider 
what a Paradox 1 undertook to maintain in the Begin­
ning of my Epiflle, and which manifcllly appears to be 
but too melancholy a Truth. And now I heartily wifli 
the Relation I have given of my Misfortunes may be 
of Ufe and Benefit to the Publick. By the Example I

‘ have
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