
329- The S P E C T A TO R< 35
have fet before them, the truly virtuous Wives may 
learn to avoid thofe Errors which have fo unhappily 
milled mine, and which are vifibly thefe three. Firft, 
In miftaking the proper Objedts of her Elleem, and 
fixing her Affeflions upon fuch things as are only the 
Trappings and Decorations of her Sex. Secondly, In 
not diftinguifhing what becomes the different Stages of 
Life. And, Laftly, the Abufe and Corruption of I'ome 
excellent Quabties, which, if circumfcrib’d within juft 
Bounds, would have been the Blefling and Profperity of 
her Family, but by a vicious Extreme are like to be 
the Bane and Deftrudlion of it. TT

329. Tuefday, M arch  18.

Ire tamen refiat, Numa quo dewnit, iff Ancus, Hot,

M y  Friend Sir R o g e r  de  C o v e r l e t  told me 
t’other Night, that he had been reading my Paper 
upon Wefiminfier-Abby, in which, fays he, there 

are a great many ingenious Fancies. He told me at the 
fame time, that he obferved I had promifed another Paper 
upon the Tombs, and that he Ihould be glad to go and fee 
them with me, not having vifited tliem fincehe had read 
Hiftory. 1 could not at firft imagine how this came into 
the Knight’s Head, till I recolledted that he had been very 
bufy all Taft Summer upon Baker's Chronicle, which he has 
quoted feveral times in his Difputes with Sir A n d r e w. 
F r e e p o r t  fince his laft coming to Town. Accord­
ingly I promifed to call upon him the next Morning, 
that we might go together to the Abby.

I found ttie Knight under his Butler’s Halids, who al­
ways Ihc'.ves him. He was no fooner DrelTed, than he cal­
led for a Glafs of the Widow Trueby's Water, which he- 
told me he always drank before he went abroad. He re­
commended to me a Dram of it at the fame time, with 
fo much Heartinefs, that I could not forbear drinking it. 
As foon as 1 had got it down, I feund i t  very unpalatable ?.

upoo^
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upon wliich the Knight obferving that I had made feve- 
rd  wry Faces, told me that he knew I (hould not like it 
at firft, but that it was the beft thing in the World againll 
the Stone or Gravel.

I  could have wiftied indeed that he had acquainted 
me with the Virtues of it foonerj but it was too late to 
complain, and I knew what he had done was out of Good­
will. Sir R o g e r  told me further, that he looked up­
on it to be very good for a Man whilft he Itaid in 
Town, to keep oif Infeftion, and that he got together a 
Quantity of it upon the firil News of the Sicknefs being 
at Dantz.kk: When of a fudden turning fhort to one of 
his Servants, who flood behind him, he bid him call a 
Hackney-Coach, and take care it was an elderly Man 
that drove it.

H E  then refumed his Difcourfe upon Mrs. 7rueby's 
Water, telling me that the Widow ‘Trueby was one who 
did more good than all the Dodtors and Apothecaries in 
the County: That flie diflilled every Poppy that grew 
within five Miles of her; that Ihe diftributed her Water 
pratis among all forts of People; to which the Knight 
added, that (he had a very great Jointure, and that the 
■whole Country would fain have it a Match between him 
and her ; and truly, fays Sir R o g e r , i f f  had not been 
engaged, perhaps I could not have done better.

H IS  Difcourfe was broken off by his Man’s telling 
him he had called a Coach. Upon our goingtoit, after 
having call: his Eye upon the Wheels, he asked the Coach­
man if his Axletree was good; upon the Fellow’s telling 
him he would warrant it, the Knight turned to me, told 
me he looked like an honeft Man, and went in without 
further Ceremony.

W E  had not gone far, when Sir R o g e r  popping 
out his Head, called the Coachman down from his JB034, 
and upon his prefenting himfelfat the Window, asked him 
if he Imoked ; as I was confidering what this would end 
in, he bid him flop by the w'ay at any good Tobacco- 
r.ifl’s, and take in a Roll of their befl Virginia. Nothing 
material happen’d in the remaining part of our Journey, 
till we were fet down at the Weft-end of the Abhy.

A S w'e went up the Body of the Church, the Knight 
pointed at the Trophies upon one of the new Monuments,

and
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and c)-y’d out, A brave Man I warrant him ! Faffing af­
terwards by Sir Cloudjly Showl! he flung his Hand that 
way and cry’d Sir Cloudjly Showl! a very gallant Man ! 
As we flood before Busbys Tomb, the Knight utter’d him- 
felf again after the fame Manner, Dr. Busby, a great Man ! 
he whipp’d my Grandfather; a very great Man ! I Ihould 
have gone to him myielf, if I  had not been a Blockhead;
a very great M an! . i i- i /^i

W E were immediately condufted into the little Cha­
pel on the right hand. Sir Roger, planting himfelf 
at our Hiflorian’s Elbow, was very attentive to every 
thing he faid, particularly to the Account he gave us of 
the Lord who had cut off the King of Morocco's Head. 
Among feveral other Figures, he was very well pleafed to 
fee the Statefman Cfri/upon his Knees ; and concluding 
them all to be great Men, was conduced to the Figure 
which reprefents that Martyr to good Houfewifry, who 
died by the prick of a Needle. Upon our Interpreter’s 
telling us, that Ihe was a Maid of FL nour to Queen Eli­
zabeth, the Knight was very inquifitive into her Name 
and Family ; and after luving regarded her Finger for 
fometime, I wonder, fays he, that Sir Richard Baker las 
faid nothing of her in his Chronicle.

W E were then convey’d to the two Coronation-Chairs, 
where my old Friend, after having heard that the Stone 
underneath the moft ancient of them, which was brought 
from Scotland, was called Jacobs Pillar, fat himielf 
down in the Chair j and looking like the Figure of an 
.old Gothick King, asked our Interpreter, what Authority 
they had to fay, that Jacob had ever been in Scotland ? 
The Fellow, inftead of returning him an Anfwer, told 
him, that he hoped his Honour would pay his Forfeit. 
I  could obferve Sir R oger a little ruffled upon be­
ing thus trapanned ; but our Guide not infifting upon 
his Demand, the Knight foon recovered his Good-hu­
mour and whifpered in my Ear, that if W j l l W i m b l e 
were with us, and faw thofe two Chairs it would go 
hard but he would get a Tobacco-Stopper out of one or 
t’other of them.

S IR  R o g e r , in the next Place, laid his Hand upon 
Edward the Third’s Sword, and leaning upon the Pom­
mel of it, gave us the whole Hiftory of rlae Black Prince;

con-
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concluding, that in Sir Opinion, Ed’ward
the Third was one of the greateft Princes that ever fat 
upon the Englijh Throne.

W  E were then fliewn Edward the Confeflbr’s Tomb ; 
upon which Sir R o g e r  acquainted us, that he was the 
firft who touched for the Evil; and afterwards Henry the 
Fourth’s, upon which he fhook his Head, and told us 
there was fine Reading in the Cafualties of that Reign.

O U R  Conduftor then pointed to that Monument 
where there is the Figure of one of our Englijh Kings 
without an Head; and upon giving us to know, that the 
Head which was of beaten Silver, had been ftolen a- 
way feveral Years fince: Some Whig, I ’ll warrant you, 
fays Sir R o g e r  j you ought to lock up your Kings 
better; they will carry off the Body too, if you don’t 
take care.

T H E  glorious Names of Henry the Fifth and Queen 
Elixabeth gave the Knight great Opportunities of Ihin- 
ing, and of doing Juftice to Sir Richard Baker, who, as 
our Knight obferved with fome Surprize, had a great 
many Kings in him, whofe Monuments he had not feen 
in the Abby.

F O R  my own part, I  could not but be pleafed to 
fee the Knight Ihew fuch an honeft Paffion for the Glo­
ry of his Country, and fuch a refpeftful Gratitude to 
the Memory of its Princes.

I muff not omit, that the Benevolence of my good old 
Friend, which flows out towards every one he converfes 
with, made him very kind to our Interpreter, whom 
he looked upon as an extraordinary Man ; for which 
reafon he ihook him by the Hand at parting, telling him, 
that he fliould be very glad to fee him at his Lodgings 
in Norfolk-Buildings, and talk over thefe Matters with 
him more at leifure. L,
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