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331. 7 hurfday^ M arch  20.

" — Solidam fr<ebet tibi 'velleye barbam. Perf.
o

W HE*N I  was laft with my Friend Sir R oger  
in Wejlminjler-Abby, I  obferved that he flood 
longer than ordinary before the Bull of a venera­

ble old Men. I was ata lofs to guefs the reafon of it, when 
after fome tinie he pointed to the Figure, and asked me if 
I did not think that our Forefathers looked much wifer in 
their Beards than we do without them. For my part, fays 
he, when I  am walking in my Gallery in the Country, 
and fee my Anceflors, who many of them died before 
they were of my Age, I cannot forbear regarding them as 
fo many old Patriarchs, and at the fame time looking up­
on my felfasan idle fmock-fac’d young Fellow. I love to 
fee your Abrahams, your Ifaacs, and your Jacobs, as we 
have them in old Pieces of Tapettry with Beards below 
their Girdles, that cover half the Hangings. The Knight 
added, if  I would recommend Beards in one of my Pa­
pers, and endeavour to rettore human Faces to their an- 
tient Dignity, that upon a Month’s warning he would 
undertake to lead up the Fafliion himfelf in a pair of 
Whiskers.

I  fmiled at my Friend’s Fancy ; but after we parted, 
could not forbear refledling on the Metamorphofes our 
Faces have undergone in this Particular.

T H E  Beard, conformable to the Notion of my Friend 
Sir R o g e r , was for many Ages look’d upon as theType 
ofWifdom. Lucian more than once rallies the Philoio- 
phers of his Time, who endeavour’d to rival one another 
in Beards; and reprefents a learned Man who flood for a 
Profeflbrlhip in Philofophy, as unqualify’d for it by the 
Shortnefs of his Beard.

M L I A N ,  in his Account of Zoilus, the pretended 
Critick, who wrote againft Homer and Plato, and thought 
himfelf wifer than all who had gone before him, tells us
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that this Zothu had a very long ^eard that hung down up­
on his Breaft, but no Hair upon his Head, which lie always 
kept clofe-fliaved, regarding, it ieems, the Hairs of his 
Head as fo many Suckers, which if they had been fuffer’d  
to grow might have drawn away the Nourifhment from 
his Chin, and by th it m '̂ans have ftarved his Beard.

I have read fomewhere that one of the Popes refus’d to 
accept an Edition of a Saint’s Works, wliich were prefent- 
ed to him, becauf^the Saint in his Effigies before the 
Book, was drawn without a Beard. •

W E fee by tliefe Inllances what Homage the World has 
formerly paid to Beards; and that a Barber was not then 
allow’d to make thofe Depredations on the Faces of the 
Learned, which have been permitted liimof laterYears.

A C C O R D I N G L Y  feveral wife Nations have been 
fo extremely jealous of the leak Ruffle offer’d to their 
Beards, that they feem to have fixed the Point of Honour 
principally in that Part. The Spaniards were wonderfully 
tender in this Particular. Don Queniedo in his third Vifion 
on the laft Judgment, has carry’d the Humour vCry far, 
when he tells us that one of his vain-glorious Country­
men, after having receiv’d Sentence, was taken into cu- 
llody by a couple of evil Spirits; but tliat his Guides hap­
pening to diforder his Muftachoes, they were forced to 
xecompenfe them with a Pair of Curling-Jrons before they 
Could get him to file oft'.

1 F we look into the Hiftory of our own Nation, we 
fliall find that the Beard flourilh’d in the Heptarchy, 
but was very much difcourag’d under the 'Norman Line. 
Itlhotout, however, from time to time, in feveral Reigns 
under different Shapes. The laft Effort it made feems to 
have been in Queen Mary'% Days, as the curious Reader 
may find, if he plcafes to pcrufe the Figures of Cardinal 
Poole, and Bifliop Gardiner', tiio’ at tlie lame time, 1 think 
it may be queftion’d, if Zeal againft Popery has not in­
duced our froteftant Painters to extend the Beards of 
thefe two Perfecutors beyond their natural Dimenfions, 
in order to make them appear the more terrible.

I find but few Beards worth taking notice of in the 
Reign of liing yames the Firft.

D U R I N G the Civil Wars there appeared one,^yhich 
makes too great a Figure in Story to be palled over in Si­

lence i
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lence; I mean that of the redoubted Hudihras, an Account 
of which Buthr has tranfmitted to Pollerity .n tiie foi­
ling Lines :

His tanssny Beard <ivas ih' equal Grace 
Bolls i f  his Wifdom, and his Face i 
Jn Cut and Dye jo like a Tyle,
A  fudden Views it wsould beguile :
The upper Part thereof wsas Whey,
The neither Orange mixt wsith Grey.

T H E  Whisker continu’d for fome time among us 
after the Expiration of Beards; but this is a Subjeftwiiich 
I  ihall not here enter upon, having difculTed it at large in 
a diftinft Treatife, which I  keep by me in Manufeript, 
upon the Mujiachoe.

I F  my Friend Sir R o g e r ’s Projeft, of introducing 
Beards, ihould take efteft, 1 fear the Luxury of the pre- 
fent Age would make it a very expenfive Falhion. There 
is no quellion but the Beaux would foon provide them- 
felves with falfe ones of the lighted Colours, and the moft 
immoderate Lengths. A fair Beard, of the Tapiftry- 
fize. Sir R o g e r  feems to approve, could not come un­
der twenty Guineas. The famous Golden Beard of .^Jcu- 
lapius would hardly be more valuable than one made in 
the Extravagance of the Fafhion.

B E S ID  E S, we are not certain that the Ladies would 
[ not come into tlie Mode, when they take the Air on 
: horfeback. They already appear in Hats and Featliers,

Coats and Periwigs: and I  fee no reafon why we may 
not fuppofe that they would have their Riding-Beards on 

j the fame Occafion.

; 7 may give the Bloral of this Difccurfe in another Paper.
i X
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