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* Wife that can fave half his Revenue, and yet make a
‘ better Figure than any of his Neiglibours of the fame
* Ellate, with finer bred Women, you lhall have further
* notice from,
snt.
Your courteous Readers,

Martha Bufie.
T Deborah Thrifty.

Alice Early.

333- Saturday, March 22.
'Vocat in certamina Di-vos. Virg;

radife Lojl, in whicli the Poetdeferibes the Battle

of Angels; having raifed his Reacer’s Expec-
tation, an< prepared him for it by feveral PalTages in the
preceding Books. | omitted quoting thefe Pallages in my
Obfervations on the former Books, having purpolely re-
ferved them for the opening of this, the Subjedl of which
gave occafion to them. The Author’s Imagination was
Ib inflamed with this great Scene of Adlion, that where-
ever he fpeaks of it, he rifes, if poflible, above himfelf.
Thus where he mentions Satan in the beginning of hi*
Poem:

W E are now entring upon the fixth Book of Pa-

mHim the Almighty Pomser

llurPd Headlongflamingft om th* Ethereal Sly,
With hideous Kuin and Combuflion, dontm

botlornlefs Perdition there to dnuell
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire,
Who durfl defy th* Omnipotent to Arms. '
W E have likewilc leveral noble Hints of it in the In»

fernal Conteitnce.

O Prince ! O Chiefofmany throned Ponseers,
That led th" imhattetd Seraphim to War,
Too nuill 1fee and rue the dire Event,
VoL. V, C That
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ffhat ‘withfad O'verthro'w andfoul Defeat

Hath loft us Hea'v'n ; andall this mighty Hoft

In horrible DeftruBion laid thus lonu.

Butfee! the angry ViBor hath recawd

His Minifters of Vengeance and purjaes

Back to the Gates of Hea'v'n: n e fulph rous Hail
Shot after us in Storm, o'erhlonun, hath laid
~hefiery Surge, thatfrom the Precipice

O f Hea'v'n recei-ved usfalling: and the lhuncter,
Wing'd'with red Lightning and impetuous Rage,
Perhaps hath fpent his Shafts, and ccafes how

To bellow through the ‘vaft and boundlefs Deep.

THERE are feveral other very fublime Images on th«
fame Subjeft in the firft Book, as alfo in the fecond.

What when wefled amain, purfu'd andftrook
With Hea'v'n's aflUBing Thunder, and befought
The Deep tojoelter us ; this Hell then fcem'd
A Refugeflom ihofe Wounds------

I N ihort, the Poet never mentions any thing of this
Battle but in ibch Images of Greatnefs and Terror as are
fiiitable to the Subjed. Among feveral others | cannot
forbear quoting that Paffage, where the Power who is
defcribed as prefiding over the Chaos, fpeaks m the
third Book.

Thus Satan i and him thus the Anarch old

Withfaltring Speech, and Vifage incompos d,

Anfwerd, | know thee. Stranger, who thou art.

That mighty leading Angel, who of late

Made head againft Hea'v'n's King, tho' overthrown.

| faw and heard ; forfuch a num'rous Hofl

fled not infilence through thefrightd Deep

With Ruin upon Ruin, Rout on Rout, "7

Confufion worfe confounded ; and Heav n's Gates

Pour'd out bp Millions her viBorious Bands

Purfuing ----------- -

IT requir’d great Pregnancy of Invention, and Strength
ofimaeination, to fill this Battle with fuch Circumftances
as lhould raife and aftonifh the Mind of the Reader ; and
at the fame time anExaiftnefs ofJudgment,to avoid every
thing that might appear light or trivial. Thole who look
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into Homer, are furpris’d to find his Battles Hill rifing g%e
above another, and improving in Horrour to the Con-
clufion of the Iliad. Milion's Fight of Angels is wrought
up with the fame Beauty. It is uftier’d in with fuch Signs
of Wrath as are fuitable to Omnipotence incenfed. Tlie
firft Engagement is carried on under a Cope of Fire, occa-
fioned by the Flights of innumerable burning Darts and
Arrows which are difcharged from either Roll. The fe-
oond Onfet is ftill more terrible, as it is filled with thofe
artificial Thunders,which feem to make the Viftory doubt-
ful, and produce a kind of Confternation even in the good
Angels. This is followed by the tearing up of Mountains
and Promontories ; till in the latt place, the Meffiah come#
forth in the Fulnefs of Majelly and Terror. The Pomp
of his Appearance amidd the Roarings of his Thunders,
the Flalhes of his Lightnings, and the Noife of his Cha-
riot-Wlieels, is defcribed witli the utmoft Flights of hu-
man Imagination.

T H E R E is nothing in the firft and laft Day’s Engage-
ment which does not appear natural, and agreeable
enough to the Ideas moft Readers would conceive of a
Fight between two Armies of Angels.

THE fecond Day’s Engagement is apt to ftartle an
Imagination, which has not been raifed andqualify’d for
fuch a Defeription, by the reading of the ancient Poets,
and of Homer in particular. It was certainly a very bold
Thought in ourAuthor, to aferibe the firft Ufe of Artillery
to the Rebel-Angels. But as fuch a pernicious Invention
may be well fuppos’d to have proceeded from fuch Authors,
fo it enter’d very properly into the Thoughts of that Be-
ing, whoisall along deferib’d as afpiring to the Majefty of
liis Maker. Such Engines were the only Inftrumenia he
could have made ufe of to imitate thofe Thunders, that in
all Poetry, both facred and profane, are reprefented as the
Arms of the Almighty. The tearing up jhe Hills, wa§
not altogether fo daringaThought as tlie former.' We are,
in fome meafurc, prepared for iuch an Incident by the De-
feription of the Giants War, which we meet with among
the ancient Poets. What ftill made this Circumftance the
more proper for the Poet’s Ufe, is the Opinion of many
learned Men, that the Fable of the Giants Wa.-, which
makes fo great a noife in Antiquity, and gave birth to the

C 2 fubliincft
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W E have the full Majefty of Homer in this lhprt De-
feription, improv’d by the Imagination of Claudian, with-
out its Puerilities.

I need not point out the Defcription ofthe fallen Angels
feeing the Promontories hanging over their Pleads in fuch
a dreadful manner, with the other nuraberlefs Beauties in
this Book, which are fo confpicuous, that they cannot
efcape the Notice of the raoft ordinary Reader.

THERE are indeed fo many wonderful Strokes of
Poetry in this Book, and fuch a Variety of fublinte Ideas,
that it would have been impoffible to have given them a
place within the Bounds of this Paper. Befides that, |
find it in a great meafure done to my hand at the End of
my Lord Ro/common’s Eilay on tranflated Poetry. | lliall
refer my Reader thither for fome of the Maller-ftrokes in
the fixth Book of Paradife Loj), tho’ at the fame time
there are many others which that noble Author has not
taken notice of.

MILTON, notwithftanding the fublime Genius he
was mailer of, has in this Book drawn to his Affillance all
the Helps he could meet with among the ancient Poets.
The Sword of Michael, which makes fo great a havock
among the bad Angels, was given him, we are told, out
of the Armory of God.

------------------ But the Sivord
O f Michaelfrotn the Armory of God,
Wasginon him temper'dfo, that neither keen
NorfoHd might refifl that Edge: It met
The Snvord of Satan, with feep Force tofmite
Defending, and in halfcutjheer---------

THIS PalTage is a Copy of that in Virgil, wherein the
Poet tells us, that the Sword of *neas, which was given
hint by a Deity, broke into Pieces the Sword of Turntts,
which came from a mortal Forge. As the Moral in this
Place is divine, fo by the way we may obffrve, that the
bellowing on a Man who is favour’d by Heaven Aich an
allegorical Weapon, is very conform.able to the old Eallern
way of thinking. Not only Homer has made ufe of it, but
we find the JewiJh Hero in the Book of Maccabees, who
had fought the Battles of the cholen People with fo much
Glory and Succefs, receiving in his Dream a Sword from

G3 the



The Spectator.

the Hand of the Prophet Jeremiah. The following Paf-
fage, wherein Satan is deicribed as wounded by the Sword
of Michael, is in Imitation of Homer.

fhe girding Snuord 'with difcontinuous Wmnd ~ #
Pafid thro' him ; hut th' Ethereal Suhjianct cloi d
Not long dMJible i andfrom the Gajh

A Stream of NeSarous Humour iffuingfl~d
Sanguine, (ftich as celefial Spirits may bleed)
And all his ArmourJiaind m

h o me r tellsus in the fame manner, that upon Dia~
snedes wounding the Gods, there flow’d from the Wound
an Ichor, or pure kind of blood, which was not bred
mortal Viands j and that tho’ the Pam was “ quifitely
oreat, the Wound foon clofed up and healed in thole tse-
moswho are veiled with Immortality. _ _

I queltion not but Milton in his Defcription of his fu®
rious Moloch flying from the Battle, and bellowing with
the Wound he had received, liad his Eye on Mars in the
Iliad; who, upon his being wounded, is “prefented a»
retiring out of the Fight, and making an Outcry louder
than that of a whole Army when it begins the Charge.
Homer adds, that the Creels and Trojans who were en-
oa-ved in a general Battle, were terrify  on each
fh? bellowing of this wounded Deity. The NA
eafily obfervc how Milton has kept all the Horrour of thu
Image, without running into the Ridicule of it.

___ fPlere the Might of Gabriel fought.
And'withfierce Enfigns pierc'd the deep Array
O f Moloch, furious King ! ‘who him defy'd.
And at his Chariot-nvheeh to drag him bound
Threaten'd, norfrom the Holy One of Hea'v n
Refrain'd his Tongue blafphinsous : but anon
Ho-wn clouen to the Wafie. ‘withJloatter d Arms
And uncouth Pain fled bellonwing m

MILTO'N'*ts% likewife raifed his Defcription in this
Book with many Images taken outof the poetical Parts of
Scripture. The Mefliah’sChariot, as | have before taken
notice, is formed upon a Vifion of Esoekiel, who, as Gro-
tius obferves, has very much in him of Homer'i Spirit m
the Poetical Parts of bis Prophefy.

In*
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THE following Lines in that glorious Commiflion
which is given the Meffiah to extirpate the Hoft of Rebel
Angels, is drawn from a fublime Palfage in the Pfalms,.

Go then, thou Mightieji, in thy Father's Might!
jifcendmy Chariot, guide the rapid Wheels
~hatJhakc Heandn's Bajis ; bringforth all my lyar.
My Bo-tv, my Thunder, my almighty Arms,

Gird on thy Snuord on thy puiffant Thigh.

T H E Reader will eafily difcover many other Stroke*
of the fame nature.

THERE is no Queftion but Milton had heated hi*
Imagination with the Fight of the'Gods in Homer, before
he enter’d upon this Engagement of the Angels. Homer
there gives usa Scene of Men, Heroes, and Gods, mix’d
together in Battle. Mars animates the contending Armies,
and lifts up his “oiGe in fuch a manner, that it is heard
dillinftly amidft all the Shouts and Confuilon of the Fight.
Jupiter at tlie fame time thunders over their Heads; while
Neptune raifes fuch a Tempell, that the wliole Field of
Battle and all the Topsof the Mountains Ihakeabout them.
The Poet tells us, that Pluto himfelf, whofe Habitation
was in the very Centre of the Earth, was fo affrighted at
the Shock, that he leapt from liisThrone. Homer after-
wards defcribes Vulcan as pouring down a Storm of Fire
upon thtPSwes Xanthus, and Minertia as throwing a Rock
at Mars; who, he tells us, cover’d feven Acres in his Fall.

A'S Homer has introduced into liis Battle of the Gods
every thing that is great and terrible in Nature, MiltonYi-a
filled his Fight of good and bad Angels with all the like
Circumflances of Horrour. The Shout of Armies, the
Rattling of Brafch Chariots, the Hurling of Rocks and
Mountains, the Earthquake, the Fire, the Thunder, areall
of them employed to lift up the Reader’s Imagination, and
give him a fuitable Idea of fo great an Adlion. With what
Art has the Poet reprefented the whole Bod,y of the Earth
trembling, even before it was created.

Al Heanscn refounded, and had Earth been then.
All Earth had to its CentreJhook e

IN how fublime and juft a manner does he afterwards
defcribe the whole Heaven fhaking under the Wheels of
C 4 the
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the Meffiah’s Chariot, with that Exception to the Throne
of God ?

mUnder his hurning Wheels
Thefiedfe® Empyrean Jhook throughout,
Allbut the Throne itfelfof God------

NOTWITHSTAN DIN G theMeffiahappears
clothed withfo muchTerrour and Majefty, the Poet has
ftill found means to make his Readers conceive an ldea of
him, beyond what he himlelfis able to defcribe.

Yet half his Strength he put notforth, but checkt
His Tlounder in mid Yolley , for he meant
Hot to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven.

IN aword, Miltoils Genius, which was fo great in it
felf and fo ftrengthned by all the helps of Learning, ap-
pears in his Book every way equal to his Subjcft which
was the moft fublime that could enter into the | houghts
ofa Poet. As he knewall the Arts of affeamg the Mind,
he knew it was neceffary to give it certain Relling-places,
and Opportunities of recovering it felffrom time to time :
he has therefore with great Addrefs interfperfed feveral
Speeches, Reflexions, Similitudes, and the like Reliefs to
diverfify bis Narration, and eafe the Attention of the
Reader, that he might come frefti to his great Aftion,
and by fuch a Contrail of Ideas, have a more lively taile
of the nobler Parts of his Defcription. U
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