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‘ think my felf indifpenfably obliged, before | proceed

‘ to the Publication of this my Eflay, to ask your Ad-

‘ vice; and hold it abfolutely neceflary to have your Ap-

‘ probation; and in order to recommend my Treatife to

‘ the Perufal of the Parents of fuch as learn to dance, as

“ well as to the young Ladies, to whom, as Mifitor, you
ought to be Guardian.

Zalop, Ma_rch 19, | am, SIR,
IyJlbe
T Tour moji humble Servant.

N® 335- Tuefday, March 25.

Refpicere exemplar vitrs montmquejuhcbo
Doclum imitatorem, veras hinc ducere voces. Hot.

y Friend Sir Roger de CovERLEvV,when we

M lall met together atthe Club, told me that he had
a great mind to fee the new Tragedy with me, af-

furing me at the fame time, that he had not been at a Play
thefe twenty Years. The laftl faw,faidSir Roger, was
the Committee, which | fliould not have gone to neither, had
not | been told before-hand that it wasa good Church-of-
Comedy. He then proceeded to inquire of me

who this diftrelTed Mother was ; and upon hearing tint llie
was Hector's Widow,'he told me that her Husband was
a brave Man, and that when he was a School-boy lie had
read his Life at the End of the DiiElipnary. My Friend
asked me, in the next place, if there would not be fomc
danger in coming home late, in cafe the Mohocks fhould be
abroad. | allureyou, fays he, I thought I had fallen into
their Hands lall night; for | obferved two or three lully
black Men that follow’d me halfway up Fleeijlrcet, and
mended their pace behind me, in proportion as | put on
to get away from them. You mull know, continu’d the
Knight with a Smile, | fancied they had a mind to hunt
»iej for | remember an lionell Gentleman in my Neigh-
bourhood,
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bourhood, who was ferved fuch a trick in King Charles
the Second’s time, for which reafon he has not ventured
himfelfin Town ever fince. | might liave fliown them
very good Sport, had this been their Defign; for as |
am an old Fox-hunter, | fliould have turn’d and dodg’d,
and have play’d them a thoufand Tricks they had ne-
ver feen in their Lives before. Sir Roger added, that
if thefe Gentlemen had any fuch Intention, they did not
fucceed very well in it: for 1 threw them out, fays
he, at the End of Norfolk-Jireet, where | doubled the
Corner and got lhelter in my Lodgings before they
could imagine what was become ofme. However, fays
tlie Knight, if Captain Sentr.y will make one with us
to-morrow night, and if you will both of you call upon
me about four o’ Clock, that we may be at the Houfe
before it is full, 1 will have my own Coach in readinefs
mo attend you, for John tells me he lias got the Fore-
Wheels mended.

THE Captain, who did not fail to meet me there at
the appointed Hour, bid Sir Roger fear nothing, for
that he had put on the fame Sword which he made ufe of
at the Battle of Sir Roger’s Servants, and
among the relt my old Friend the Butler, had, | found,,
provided themfelves with good Oaken Plants, to attend
their Mailer upon this occafion. When we had placed
him in his Coach, with my felf at his Left-Hand, the Cap-
tain before him, and his Butler at the Head of his Foot-
men in the Rear, we convoy’d him in fafety to the Play-
houfe, where after having marched up the Entry in good
order, the Captain and 1 went in with him, and featcd
him betwixt usin the Pit. As foon as the Houfe was full,
and the Candles lighted, my old Friend flood up and
looked about him with that Pleafurc, which a Mind
feafoned with Humanity naturally feels in its fclf, at the
fight of a Multitude of People who fcem pleafed with one
another, and partake of the famecommon Entertainment.
I could not but fancy to my felf, as the old Man flood up
in the middle of the Pit, that he madea very proper Center
to atragick Audience. Upon theentring oiPyrrhus, the
Knight told me that he did not believe the King of France
himielfhada better S:rut. 1was indeed very attentive to
my old Friend’s Remarks, becaufe | looked upon tliem

as
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as a Piece of natural Criticifm, and was well pleafed
to hear him at the Condufion of almoll every Scene,,
telling me that he could not imagine how the Play would
end. One while he appeared much concerned for
dromache ; and a little while after as much for Hermionei.
and was extremely puzzled to think, what would become
of Pyrrhus.

W HEN Sir Roger faw Andromache obftinate Re-
fufal to her Lover’s Importunities, he whifper’d me in the
Ear, that he was fure the would never have him ;.to which
he added, with a more than ordinary Vehemence, you
can’t imagine. Sir, what ’tis to have to do witha Widow..
Upon Pyrrhus his threatning afterwards to leave her, the.-
Knight lhook his Head, and muttered to himfelf. Ay, do.
ifyou can. This Part dwelt fo much upon my Friend’s
Imagination, that at the clofe of the Third Adi, as | was
thinking of fomething elfe, he whifpered in my. Ear,,
Thefe Widows, Sir, are the moft perverfe Creatures im
the World. Butpray, fays he, you that are a Critick, is
this Play according to your Dramatick Rules, as you
call them ? Should your People in Tragedy always talk
to be underftood ? Why, there is not a iingle Sentence in.
this Play that I do not know the Meaning of.

THE Fourth Adi very luckily begun before | had time-
to give the old Gentleman an Anfwer: Well, fays the
Knight, fitting down with great Satisfaction, | fuppofe
we are now to fee HeSor's Gholl. He then renew’d his
Attention, and, fromtime to time, fell apraifingthe Wi-
dow. He made, indeed, a little Miftake as to one of her
Pages, whom at his hrll entering he took for Aftyanax
but he quickly fet himfelf right in that Particular, though,
at the fame time, he owned he fhould have been very glad
to have feen the little Boy, who, fays he, mull needs be
a very fine Child by the Account tlut is given of him.
Upon Hermione'i going offwith a Menace to the
Audience gave a loud Clap ; towhichSir R oger added,.
Onmy Word, a notable young Baggage !

A S there was a very remarkable Silence and Stilnefs in
the Audience during the whole Adlion, it was natural for
them to take the Opportunity of thefe Intervals between
the Adis, to exprefs their Opinion of the Players, and of
fheir refpedlive Parts. Sir Roger hearing a Clullt-rof
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them praife Orejles, ftruck in with them, and told them,
that he thought his Friend Pylades was a very fenfible
Man ; as they were afterwards applauding Pyrrhus, Sir
Roger put in a fecond time; And let me tell you,
fays he, though he fpeaksbut little, | like the old Fellow
in Whiskers as well as any of them. Captain Sentry
feeing two or three Wags who fat near us, lean with au
attentive Ear towards Sir Roger, and fearing left they
lhould fmoke the Knight, pluck’d him by the Elbotv, and
whifper’d fomething in his Ear, that lafted till the Open-
ing of the fifth Aft. The Knight was wonderfully atten-
tive to the Account which Orejies gives of Pyrrhus his
Death, and at the Conclufion of it, told me it was fuch a
bloody Piece of Work, that he was glad it was not done
upon the Stage. Seeing afterward Orejies in his raving Fit,
be grew more than ordinary ferious, and took occafion to
moralize (in his way,) upon an Evil Confcience, adding,
that Orejies, in his Madnejs, lookedas i f heJavj Jomething.
AS we were the firft that came into the Houfe, fo we
were the laft that went out of it; being refolyed to have a
clear Paffage for our old Friend, whomwe did not care to
venture among the juftling of the Crowd. Sir Roger
went out fully fatisfied with his Entertainment, and we
guarded him to his Lodgings in the fame manner that we
brought him to the Play-houfe; being highly pleafed, for
my own part, not only with tlie Performance of the excel-
lent Piece which had been prefented, but with the Satif-
faiftion wdiicli it had given to the old Man. L
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