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N® 338. Friday, March 28.

7am difpar jihi
N il fu it  unquam

Hor.

I Find tne Tragedy of the DiJIreft Mother is publiih’d to- 
day : The Author of the Prologue, I fuppofe, pleads 
an old Excufe I have read fomewhere, of being dull 

-with Drftgm and the Gentleman who writ the Epilogue, 
has, to my knowledge, fo much of greater moment to va­
lue himfelf upon, that he will ealily forgive me for publilh- 

‘ing the Exceptions made againft Gaiety at the end of fe- 
nous Entertainments, in the following Letter : I fhould 
be more unwilling to pardon him than any body, a Prac­
tice which cannot have any ill Confequence, but from the 
Abilities of the Perfon who is guilty of it.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
T Had the Happinefs the other Night of fitting very 
1 near you, and your worthy Friend Sir Roger, at 
the ading of the new Tragedy, which you have in a 
late Paper or two fo juftly recommended. I  was highly 
pleafed with the advantageous Situation Fortune had 
given me in placing me fo near two Gentlemen, from 
one of which I  was fure to hear fuch Reflexions on 
the leveral Incidbnts of the Play, as pure Nature fug- 
gelled, and from the other fuch as flowed from the 
ex a^ ft Art and Judgment: Tho’ I  mull confefs that 
my Curiofity led me fo much to obferve the Knight’s 
Reflexions, that I  was not fo well at leifur? to immove 
my fclf by yours. Nature, I  found, played her Part 
in the Knight pretty well, till at tlie lall concluding . 
Lines flie intirely forfook him. You mull know. Sir, 
that It IS always my Cullom, when I have been well en­
tertained at a new Tragedy, to make my Retreat before 
the lacetious Epilogue enters ; not but that tliofe Pieces 
arc often very well writ, but having paid down my 
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Half Crown, and made a fair Purchafe of as much of
‘ the pleafing Melancholy as the Poet’s Art can afford me,
‘ or my own Nature admit of, I  am willing to rarry 
‘ fome of it home with me ; and can’t endure to be at
* once trick’d out of all, tho’ by the wittieft Dexterity in 
‘ the World. However. I  kept iny Seat t’other Night.
* in hopes of finding my own Sentiments of this Matter 
‘ favour’d by your Friend’s j when, to my great Surprize,
‘ I  found the Knight entering with equal Pleafure into 
‘ both Parts, and as much fatisfied with Mrs. OUfeld's
* Gaiety, as he had been before with Great-
‘ nefs. Whether this were no other than an Effedl of 
‘ the Knight’s peculiar Humanity, pleas’d to find at laft,
‘ that after all the tragical Doings every thing was fafe
* and well, I don’t know. But for my own part, I  mull 
‘ confefs I was fo diffatisfied, that I was forry the Poet
'  had faved Andromache, and could heartily have wiftied .
* that he had left her ftone-dcad upon the Stage. For you
* ctinnot imagine, Mr. S p e c t a t o r , the Mifchief flie
‘ was referv’d to do me. I found my Sou], during the • 
‘ Aftion, gradually work’d up to the highelt Pitch; and 
‘ felt the exalted Paffion which all generous Minds con- 
‘ ceive at the Sight of Virtue in Diflrefs. The Impref- 
‘ fion, believe me. Sir,was fo ftrong upon me, that lam  
*. perfuaded, if I  had not been let alone in it, I  could at 
“ an Extremity have ventured to defend your felf and
* Sir R o G E R againft half a Score of the fiercelt Mo- 
‘ hocks: But the ludicrous Epilogue in the Clofe ex-
* tinguifh’d all my Ardour, and made me look upon all
* fuch noble Atchievements as downright filly and ro-
* mantick. What the reft of the Audience felt, I can’t 
‘ fo well tell : For my felf I muft declare, that at the
* end of the Play I found my Soul uniform, and all of a
‘ Piece; but at the end of the Epilogue it was fo jumbled
* together, and divided between Jell and Earneft, that if 
'  you will forgive me an extravagant Fancy, I will here 
‘ fet it down. I  could not but fancy, if my Soul had at

• ‘ that Moment quitted my Body, and defcended to the po- 
‘ etical Shades in the Poftureit was then in, what a ftrange 
‘ Figure it would have made among them. They would 
'  not have known what to have made of my motley 
'  Speflre, halfComickand halfTragick, all over refcni-

‘ blir.H
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‘ bling a ridiculous Face, that at the fame time laughs on 
‘ one fide and cries o’ t’other. The only Defence, I  
‘ think I have ever heard made for this, as it feems to 
‘ me, themoft unnaturalTack of the ComickTaii to the 
‘ Tragick Head, is this, that the Minds of the Audience
• mull be refrelhed, and Gentlemen and Ladies not fent 
‘ away to their own Homes with too difmal and me- 
‘ lancholy Thoughts about them ; For who knows the 
'• Confequence of this ? We are'much obliged indeed to 
‘ the Poets for the great Tendernefs they exprefs for the 
‘ Safety of our Perlbns, and heartily thank them for it. 
‘ But if that be all, pray, good Sir, alTure them, that we 
‘ are none of us like to come to any great Harm ; and
• that, let them do their belt, we lhall in all probability 
‘ live out the Length of our Days, and frequent the 
‘ Theatres more than ever. What makes me more de- 
‘ lirous to have fome Reformation of this matter, is bc- 
‘ caufe of an ill Confequence or two attending it : For a 
‘ great many of our Church-Muficians being related to the

Theatre, they have, in Imitation of thefe Epilogues, in- 
‘ troduced in their farewel Voluntaries a fort of Mufick 
‘ quite foreign to the Defign of Church-Services, to the 
‘ great Prejudice of well-difpofed People. Thofe finger-
• ing Gentlemen Ihould be informed, that they ought to 
‘ fuit their Airs to the Place, and Bufmefs ; and that the 
‘ Mufician is obliged to keep to the Text as much as the 
‘ Preacher. For want of this, I have found by Expc-

rience a great deal of Mifchief: For when the Preacher 
‘ has often, with great Piety and Art enough, handled 
‘ his Subjeft, and the judicious Clerk has with utmoll 
‘ Diligence culled Out two Staves proper to the Difeourfe, 
‘ and 1 have found in my felf and in the reft of the Pew 
‘ good Thoughts and Difpofitions, they have been all in a 
‘ moment diffipatedby amerry Jig from the Organ-Loft. 
‘ One knows not what further ill EfFedls the Epilogues I  
‘ have been fpeakingof may in time produce*. But this I

am credibly inform’d of, that Pan/Lormi/r has refolv'd 
‘ upon a very fudden Reformation in his tragical Dramas; 
‘ and tliat at the next monthly Performance, he defigns, 
‘ inllead of a Penitential Pfalm, to difmifs his Audience 
‘ with an excellent new Ballad of his own compofmg.

D 2  ‘ Pray
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