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------ Relocate animos, maejlumque timorem
Mittite--------- Virg.

AV I N G, to oblige my Correfpondent
printed his Letter laft Friday, in relation to the
new Epilogue, he cannot take it amifs, if I now
publilh another, which | have juft received from a Gen-
tleman who does not agree with him in his Sentiments
upon that Matter.

SIR,
* | Am amazed to find an Epilogue attacked in your laft
‘1 FridtMs Paper, which has been fo generally ap-
‘ plauded by the Town, and received fuch Honours as
* were never before given to any in an Fnglijh Theatre.

‘“ THE Audience would not permit Mrs. Oldfeld to
‘ go off the Stage the firft Night, dll lhe had repeated it
‘ twice j the fecond Night the Noife  Ancora s was as
‘ loud as before, and ftie was again obliged to fpeak it
‘ twice : the third Night it was called for a fecond tinie;
‘ and, in lhort, contrary to ~1 other Epilogues,, which
are dropt after the third Reprefentation of the Play,
“ this has already been repeated nine tiines.

‘1 muft own | am the more furprized to find this
* Cenfurein oppofition to the whole Town, in a Paper
* which has hitherto been famous for the Candour of its
* Criticifms.

“ I can by no means allow your melancholy Corre-
* fpondent, that the new Epilogue is unnatural becaufe
“itisgay. If 1 had a mind to be learned, | could tell
* him that the Prologue and Epilogue were real Parts of
'mthe ancient Tragedy ; but every one knows chat on the
‘ Britijh Stage tliey are diftinfl Performances by thein-
* felves. Pieces intirdy detached from the Play, and nO*

ffential to it.
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‘T HE moment the Play ends, Mrs. Oldfield is no
more Andromache, but Mrs. Oldfield-, and tho’ the Poet
had left Andromachefione-dead upon the Stage, as your
ingenious Correfpondent plirafes it, Mrs. Oldfield might
Hill have fpoke a merry Epilogue. We have an In-
ftance of this in a Tragedy where there is not only a
Death but a Martyrdom. St. Catharine was there per-
fonated by Hell Gnuin; Ihe liesfione-dead upon the Stage,
but upon thofe Gentlemens offering to remove her Body,
whofe Bufmefs it is to carry off the Slain in our Englijh
Tragedies, lhe breaks out into that abrupt Beginning
of what was a very ludicrous, but at the fame time
thought a very good Epilogue.

Hold, areyou mad P you damn'd confounded Dog,
1 am to rife and/peak the Epilogue.

“ THIS diverting Manner was always praftifed by
Mr. Dryden, who, if he was not the beft Writer of
mTragedies in his Time, was fallow’d by every one to
have the happieft Turn fora Prologue or an Epilogue.
The Epilogues to Cleamenes, Don Sehaftian, The Duke
' of Guife, Aurengxebe, and Lotte Triumphant, are all
Precedents of this Nature.
* | might further juftify this Praftice by that excellent
' Epilogue which was fpoken a few Years fince, after
' the Tragedy of Phaedra and Hippolitus; with a great
' many others, in which the Authors have endeavoured to
mmake the Audience merry. If they have not all fuc-
mceeded fo well as the Writer of this, they have however
' Thewn that it was not for want of Good-will.
* | muft further obferve, that the Gaiety of it may be
ftill the more proper, as it is at the End of a French
' Play ; fince every one knows that Nation, who are ge-
' nerally efleemed to have as'politea Tafteas any inEa-
* rope, always clofe-their Tragick Entertainments with
" what they call a Petite Piece, which, is purpofely de-
" fign'd to raife Mirth, and fend away the Audience well-
‘ pleafed. The fame Perfon who hasfupportcd the chief
' Charafter in the Tragedy, very often plays the princi-
' pal Partin the Petite Piece ; fo that | have my felffeen
‘ at Paris, Orefies and Lubin aded the fame Night by

¢ tile fame Man.
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‘*TRAGI-COMEDY, indeed, you have your
felf ina former Speculation found feult with very jullly,
bccaufe it breaks the Tide of the PafSons while they
are yet flowing j but this is nothing at all to the prefent
Ca(e, where they have already had their full Courfe.

“ As the new Epilogue is written conformable to the
Praftice of our bell; Poets, fo it is not fuch an one
which, as the Duke of Buckingham fays in his Re-
hearfal, might ferve for any other Play; but wholly
rifes out of the Occurrences of tlie Plece it was com-
p‘O'I'E(Ij-| E “only Reafon your mournful Correlpondent
gives againfl: this Facetious Epilogue, as he calls it, is,
that he has a mind to go home melancholy. | with the
Gentleman may not be more grave than wife. For my
own part, | mull confefs | think it very fufficient to
have the Anguilh of a fiftitious Piece remain upon me
while it is reprefentmg, but | love to be fent home to
bed in a good Humour. If Phyfibulus is however re-
folv’d to be inconfolable, and not to have his Tears
dried up, he need only continue his old Cullom, and
.when he has had his half Crown’s worth of Sorrow,
Ilink out before the Epilogue begins.

“ I T is pleafant enough to hear this Traglcal Genius
complaining of the great Mifchief Andromache had
done him: Whatwas that? Why, lhe made him laugh.
The poor Gentleman’s Sufferings pat me m mind of
Harlequin %Cafe, who was tickled to death. He tells us
foon after, thro’ a fmall Millake of Sorrow for Rage,
thatduring the whole Aftion he was fo very forry, that
he thinks he could have attack’d half a /core oftloe
fierceft Mohocks in the Excefs of his Grief. 1 cannot but
look upon it as an happy Accident, that a Man who is
fo bloody-minded in his Afflidlion, was diverted from
this Fit of outrageous Melancholy. 1he Valour of this
Gentleman in his Diftrefs brings to one’s Memory tlie
Knight of the forrovful Countenance, who lays about
him at fuch an unmerciful rate in an old Romance. |
fliall readily grant him that his Soul, as he himfclffays,
rwould hanse made a nserg ridiculous Figure, had it quitted
the Body, and defended to the Poetkal Shades, in luch
an Encounter.





