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born) their Ambition to excel will be direfled accord­
ingly; and they will in no part of their Lives want Op-

fortunies of being (hining Ornaments to their Fathers, 
lusbands, Brothers, or Children. T

N °  343. ‘Thurfday, Jpril 3.

Errat, et illinc
Hue <venit, hinc illuc, et quoJUbet occupat artus 
Spirit us: eque feris humana in corpora tranfit,
Inque /eras nojler ■ ■ Pythag. ap. Ov.

W I LL H o n e y c o m b , who loves to Ihew upon 
occafion all the little Learning he has picked up, 
told us yefterday at the Club, that lie thought 

there might be a great deal faid for the Tranfmigiation of 
Souls, and that the Eallern Parts of the World believed 
in that Doftrine to this day. Sir Paul Rycout, fays he, 
gives us an Account of feveral well-dilpofed Mahometans 
that purchafe the Freedom of any little Bird they fee con­
fined to a Cage, and think they merit as much by it, as 
we Ihould do here by ranfomingany of our Countrymen 
from their Captivity at ullgiers. You mull know, fays 
W i l l , the Reafon is, becaufe they confider every Ani­
mal as a Brother or Siller in difguilc, and therefore think 
themfelves obliged to extend their Charity to them, tho’ 
under fuch mean Circumllances. They’ll tell you, fays 
W i l l , that the Soul of a Man, when he dies, imme­
diately palles into the Body of another Man, or of fome 
Brute, which he rcfembled in his Humour, or his For­
tune, when he was one of us. o

A S I was wondring what this Profulion of Learning 
would end in, W 1 L l told us that Jack Freeloaie, who was 
a Fellow of Whim, made Love to one of tliole Ladies 
who throw away all their f  ondnefs on Parrots, Monkeys, 
and Lap-dogs. Upon going to' pay her a Vifit one Morn­
ing, he writ a very pretty Epilllc upon this Hint. Jack,

fays
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fays he, was conduced into the Parlour,'where he diver­
ted himfelf for fome time with her favourite Monkey, 
which W'as chained in one of the Windows; till at length, 
obferving a Pen and Ink lie by him, he writ the following 
Letter to his Miftrcfs, in the Perfon of the Monkey j and 
upon her not coming down fo foon as he expefted, left it 
in the Window, and went about his Bufinefs.

T H E  Lady foon after coming into the Parlour, and fee­
ing her Monkey look upon a Paper with great Earneft- 
nefs, took it up, and to this day is in fome doubt, fays 
W i L L, whether it was written by Jack or tlie Monkey.

Madam,
* O T  having the Gift of Speech, I  have a long tim;
‘ l N  waited in vain for an Opportunity of making 
‘ my felf known to you j and having at prefent the Con- 
‘ veniences of Pen, Ink, and Paper by me, I gladly take 
‘ the occafion of giving you my Hiftory in W  riting, which 
‘ I  could not do by word of Mouth. You muit know,
‘ Madam, that about a thoufand Years ago I  was an 7«- 
‘ dian Brachman, and verfed in all tliofe myfterious Se- 
‘ crets which your European Philofopher, called Pytha-
* goras, is faid to have learned from our Fraternity. I had ^
* fo ingratiated my felf by my great Skill in the occult 
‘ Sciences with a Daemon whom I ufed to converfe with,
'  that he promifed to grant me whatever I  fhould ask of 
‘ him. I  defired that my Soul mightnever pafs into the 
‘ Body of a brute Creature; but this he told me was not in
* his Power to grant me. I  then begg’d that into whatever
‘ Creature I  lliould chance to tranfmigrate, I might Hill' 
‘ retain my Memory, and be confcious that I was the fame 
‘ Perfon who lived in different Animals. This he told me 
‘ was within his Power, and accordingly promifed on the 
‘ word of a Dsmon that he would grant me what I de- 
‘ fired. From that time forth I lived fo very unblamea- 
‘ bly, that I*vas made Prefident of a College of Brach- 
'  mans, an Office which I difchargcd with great Integrity 
‘ till the day of my Death.

‘ I was then fhuffled into another human Body, and 
‘ afted my part fo very well in it, that I became firft Mi- 
‘ nifter to a Prince who reigned upon the Banks of the 
‘ Ga7iges. I here lived in great Honour for feveral Years,

‘ but
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‘ but by degrees loft all the Innocence of the Brachmafi, 
‘ being obliged to rifle and opprefs the People to enrich 
‘ my Sovereign; till at length I became fo odious, that 
‘ my Mafter, to recover his Credit with his Subjefts, lliot 
‘ me thro’ the Heart with an Arrow, as I was one day 
‘ addrefling my felf to him at the Head of his Army.

‘ U P O N  my next remove I  found my felf in the 
‘ Woods, under the Shape of a Jack-call, and foon lifted 
‘ my felf in the Service of a Lion. I  ufed to yelp near his 
‘ Den about Midnight, which was his time of rouzing 
‘ and feeking after his Prey. He always followed me in 
‘ the Rear, and when I had run down a fet Buck, a wild 
‘ Goat or an Hare, after he had feafted very plentifully 
‘ upon it himfelf, would now and then throw me a Bone 
‘ that was but half picked for my Encouragement; but 
‘ upon my being unfuccefsful in two or three Chaces, he 
‘ gave me fuch a confounded Gripe in his Anger, that I  
‘ died of it.

‘ I N  ray next Tranfmigrationlwasagainfetupon two 
‘ Legs, and became an 7W/i2«Tax-gatlierer ; but having 

been guilty of great Extravagances, and being marry’d
* to an expenfive Jade of a Wife, I ran fo curfedly in 
‘ debt, that I  durft not Ihew my Head. I  could no 
‘ fooner ftep out of my Houfe, but I was arrefted by

. ‘ fome body or other that lay in wait for me. As I ven- 
‘ till’d abroad one Night in the dusk of the Evening, I  
‘ was taken up and hurry’d into a Dungeon, where I
* died a few Months after.

‘ M Y Soul then enter’d into a Flying-Fifti, and in 
‘ that State led a moft melancholy Life for the fpace of
‘ fix Years. Several Fifties of Prey purfued me whwi I was
‘ in the Water, and if I  betook my felf to my Wings, it 

was ten to one but IhadaFlockofBirdsaimingat me. 
‘ As I was one day flyingamidfta Flcetof Shipsj
* I  obferved a huge Sea-Gull whetting his Bill and ho- 
‘ vering juft over my Head: Upon my dipptog into the 
‘ Water to avoid him, I  fell into the Mouth of a mon- 
‘ ftrous Shark that fwallow’d me down in an inftant.

‘ I was fome Years afterwards to my great furprize, an 
eminent Banker in Lombardjlreet j and remembrino' how 
I had formerly fuflered for want of Money, became fo 

‘ very fordid and avaricious, that the whole Town cried
‘ fliame
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* /hame of me. I was a miferable little old Fellow to 
‘ looli upon, for I had in a manner llarved my felf, and
* was nothing but Skin and Bone when I died.

‘ I was aftervvardf very much troubled and amazed to 
‘ find my felf dwindled into an Emmet. I  was heartily 
‘ concerned to make fo infignificant a Figure, and did not 
‘ know bat fome time or other I might be reduced to a
* Mite if r did not mend my Manners. I therefore applied
* my felf with great diligence to the Offices that were al- 
‘ lotted me, and was generally look’d upon as the notablell 
‘ Ant in the whole Molehill I  was at laft picked up, as 
‘ I was groaning under a Burden, by an unlucky Cock- 
'  Sparrow that lived in the Neighbourhood, and had before 
‘ made great Depredations upon our Commonwealth.

‘ I then better’d my Condition a little, and lived a 
whole Summer in the ffiape of a Bee j but being tired 

‘ with the painful and penurious Lite I had undergone 
‘ in my two laftTranfmigrations, I fell into the other Ex­

treme, and turned Drone. As I one day headed a Par-
 ̂ tv to plunder an Hive, we were received fo warmly by 

‘ tne Swarm which defended it, that we were moll of us
left dead upon the fpot.
‘ I  might tell you of many other Tranfmigrations

* which I went thro’ : how I was a Town-Rake, and af-
* terwards did penance in a bay Gelding for ten Years j .
* as alfo how I was a Tailor, a Shrimp, and a Tom-tit.
‘ In the laft of thefe my Shapes I was Ihot in the Chrijl-
* mas Holidays by a young Jackanapes, who would 
‘ needs try his new Gun upon me.

‘ B U T  I lhall pafs over thefe and feveral other Stages 
‘ of Life, to remind you of the young Beau who made 
‘ love to you about fix Years fince. You may remember,
‘ Madam, how he masked, and danced, and fung, and 
‘ play’d a thoufand Tricks to gain you ; andhow he was 
‘ at laft carry’d offby a Cold thathe got underyour Win- 
‘ dow one Night in a Serenade. I was that unfortunate 
‘ young Fellow, whom you were then fo cruel to. Not
* long after my fliifting that unlucky Body, I found my 
‘ felf upon a Hill in Ethiopia, where I lived in my prefent 
‘ Grotefque Shape, till I was caught by a Servant of tne 
‘ F«^/jl?>Fa£lory,and fent over into Great-Dritairt: 1 need 
‘ not inform you how I  came into your Hands. You lee,

‘ Madam,
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