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Madam, this is not the firft time that you hare had me
in a Chaiij: I-am, however, very happy in thismy Cap-
tivity, as you often bellow on me thofe Kiffes and Ca-
relTes which I would have given the World for, when
I was a Man. | hope this Difcovery of my Perfon will
not tend to ray difadvantage, butthat you will Hill con-?,
tinue your accullomed Favours to

Tour moj] devoled humhk Sir<vant,

F. S. * 1 would advife your little Shock-dog to keep

out of my way; for as | look upon liim to be the moil

formidable of my Rivals, | may chance one time or
* other to give him fuch a Snap as he won’t liJce.

344* Friday, April 4,

------------ 'la/oh wiwndi oaufa palato eji. Juv.

Mr. Spectator,
Think it H& notyet falenintoyourway todifcourle
on little Ambition, or the many whimfical Ways
Men fall into, to diftinguilh themfelves amonff
their Acquaintance: Such Obfervations, well purfued.
would make a pretty Hiftory oflow Life. | my felfam got
into a “eat Reputation, which arofe (as moll extraor-
dinary Occurrencesin a Man’s Lifefeem to do) from 3
mere Accident. | was fome days ago unfortunately en-
gaged among a Set of Gentlemen, who elleem a Man
according to the Quantity of Food he throws down at a
Meal. Now I, who am ever for dillinguilhing my felf
according to the Notions of Superiority wjjicn the*relt
or the Company entertain, eat foimmoderately for their
ashad like to have coll me my Life. WhaC
added to my Misfortune was.thathaving naturally agood
mStomach, and having lived foberly for fome time, my
llody was aswell prepared for this Contention as if it
Jiad been by appointment. | had quickly vanquilhed
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every Glutton in Company but one, who was fuch a
‘ Prodigy in hisway, and withal fo very merry during the
whole Entertainment, that he infenfibly betrayed me to
continue his Competitor, which in a little time concluded
ina compleatViftory over my Rival; after which, by
way of Infult, | eat a confiderable Proportlon beyond
V\hatﬂ’eSpeftators thought me obliged in honour to do.
The EfFcft however of this Engagement, has made me
refolve never to eat more for Renown; and | have, pur-
fuant to this Refolution, compounded three WagersT
had depending onthe Strength of my Stomach; which
happened very luckily, becaufe it was ftipulated in our
Articles either to play or pay. How a Man of common
Senfe could be thusengaged, ishard to determine; but
the Occafion of this, is to defire you to inform feveral
Gluttons of my Acquaintance, who look on me with En-
vy, that they had beft moderate their Ambition in time,
lelit Infamy or Death attend tlreir Succefs. | forgot to
tell you. Sir, with what unfpeakable Pleafure | received
the Acclamationsand Applaufe ofthe whole Board,when
I had almoft eat my Antagonift into Convulfions ; It
was then that | returned his Mirth upon him with
fuch Succefs as he was hardly able to fwallow, though
prompted by a Defire of Fame, and a pafTronate Fond-
nefs for DiilindUon. | had not endeavoured to excel fo
far, had not the Company been foloud in their Appro-
bation of my Viftory. 1 don’t queftion but tlie fame
I *hirftafter G lory hasoften cau-feda Man todrinkQuarts
without taking breath, and prompted Men to many
Other difficult Enterprises ; which if otherwife purfu-
ed, might turn very much to a Man’s advantage. This
Ambition of mine was indeed extravagantly purfued;
how’cverlcan’t helpobferving, tliat you hardly ever fee
a Man commended fora good Stomach, but he imme-
diately falls to eating more (tho’ he had before dined)
as well toconfirm the Perfon that commended him in
his good Opinion of him, as to convince any other at
the Table, who may have been unattentive enough not
to liave done juftice to his Charadler.
| am. Sir,
Tour moji humble Serwant,
Epicure Mammon.
Mr.
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Mr. Spectator,
I Have writ to you three or four times, to defire
* you would take notice of an impertinent Cuftom
the Women, the fine Women,, have lately fallen into,
oftaking Snuff. This filly Trick isattended with fuck
a Coquet Air in fome Ladies, and fuch a fedate mafcu-
line onein others, that | cannot tell which moft to com-
plain of; but they are to me equally difagreeable. Mrs.

+ Saunter is fo impatient of being without it, that file
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takes it as often as (he does Salt at Meals j and as file
affedls a wonderful Eafe and Negligence in all her man-
ner, an upper Lip mixed with Snuffand the Sauce, is
what is prefented to the Obfervation of all who liave the
honour to eat with her. The pretty Creature her Ncice
does all Ihe can to be as difagreeable as her Aunt; and
if ihe is not as offenfivc to the Eye, ihe is quiteasmuch
to the Ear, and makes up all ihewants in a confident Air,
by anaufeous Rattle ofthe N ofe, when the Snuff is deli-
vered, and the Fingers make the Stops and Clofes on the
Noftrils. This, perhaps, is nota very courtly Image in.
fpeaking of Ladies; that is very true : but where arifes
the Offence? Isit in thofe who commit, orthofewha
obferve it ? As for my part, | have been fo extremely
difgufted with this filthyPhyiick hanging on the Lip,that
the moft agreeable Converfation, or Perfon, has not
been able to make up for it. As to thofe who take it
for no other end but to givethemfclves occafion for pret-
ty Adlion, ortofilluplittleIntervalsofDifcourfe, lean
bear witli them; but then they muft not ufc it when
another is fpeaking, who ought to be heard with too
much Refpedl, to admit of offering at that time from
hand to hand the Snuff-Box. But Flamilla is fo far taken
with her Behaviour in this kind, that flie pulls out her
Box (which is indeed full of good Braxile) in the mid-
die of the Sermon ; and to ihew ihe has the Audacity of
a well-bred Woman, flie offers it the Men as well as
the Women who fit nearher : But fince by this Time all
the World knows ftie has a fine Hand, 1 am in hopes
ihe may give her felf no further trouble in this matter.
On Sunday was fevennight, when they came about for
the Offering, flicgave her Charity witha very good Air,
but at Uis lame time asked the Church-warden if he
E 2 * would





