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« would take a Pinch. Pray, Sir, think of thefe things ia 
Mime, and you will obhge^,,^

N® 345- Saturday, April 5 .

Sanaius his animal, mentifque capaaus 
Dcerat adhuc,jt quod dominari tn caUrapnJJe^^
Natus homo eft------------

T h e  Accounts which .R«/W gives of the Battle of 
Aneels.and the Creation of the Wor.d,have in them 
thole Qualifications which the Criticks judge requi- 

fiteto an Epifodc. They are. nearly related to tkepr'nci-
1 AAinn and have a iuft Connexion With the Fable.

*’̂ T^H E eiehth Bookipenswitha beautiful Defcription 
o f l e  l m S n  which this Difcourfe of the Archangel

from P ^  gpx. He well knew that the Epifode 
“ This  ̂Book which is filled with Jdam's Account of his 
p i n S r E f t e e m  f o r E .^  would liave been improper
for her hearing, and has therefore devifed Very juft and
beautiful Reaions for her retiring.

So/pake our Sire, and by his Count'nance feemd 
E ntrik  on ftudious noughts abftru/e: ’whuh r . v e

fere sieving, ’
With loniEineJs majeftick, from her StM,
And Grace, that nsson nssho fanu to^sjh her
Rofe-, and ̂ Jsent fo rth  among her Fruits and Flo-we, s
rJ-viftt ho-w they projper d, Bud and Bloom, 
UerNurfen: they at her com ing fprung,
^ „ d  touch'd by her fa i r  fendance glad her gn-vJ.
ret -vsentftse not, as not nsstth fuch Dtfcourje
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Delighted, or not capable her Ear
O f •what •was high: Such Pleafure Jhe refervld,
Adam relating, Jhe foie Auditrefs:
Her Husband the Relaterjhe preferr'd
Before the Angel, and of him to ask
Chofe rather: he, f ie  kne^w, •would intermix
Grateful Digrejfons, andfol've high Difpute
With conjugal Carejfes: from his Lip
Hot Words alone pleas'd her. O •when meet noix
Such Pairs, in Loose and mutual Honour join'd!

T H E  Angel’s returning a doubtful Anfwer to 
Enquiries,was not only proper for the moral Reafon which 
the Poetaffigns, but becaufe itwould have been highly ab- 
furd to have given the Sanftion of an Archangel to any 
particular Syllcm of Philofophy. The chief Points in the 
Ptolemaick3.ndL Copernicasi Hypothefis are deferibed with 
great Concifenefs and Perfpicuity, and at tlie fame time 
drefled in very pleafmg and poetical Images.

A D A M , to detain the Angel, enters afterwards upon 
his own Hiftory, and relates to him the Circumftances in 
which he fou nd himfelf upon his Creation; as alfo his Con- 
verfation with his Maker, and his firft meeting with E’ve. 
There is no part of the Poem more apt to raife the Atten­
tion of the Reader, than this Difeourfe of our great An ’ 
ceftor j as nothing can be more furprifing and delightful 
to us, than to hear the Sentiments that arofe in the firll 
Man wliile he was yet new and frefh from the Hands  ̂of 
his Creator. The Poet has interwoven every thing which 
is delivered upon this_^ubjc£l: in Holy Writ with io many 
beautiful Imaginfftrons of his own,that nothing can be con­
ceive^ fnora^uft and natural than this whole Epifodc. As 
our Author knew this Subjeft could not but be agreeable to 
his Reader, he would not throw it into the Relation of the 
lix days Works, but referved it for a diftinft Epifode, that 
he might have an opportunity of expatiatingiupon it more 
at large. Before I enter on tlris part of the Poem, I can­
not but take notice of two Ihining Pafl'ages in the Dia­
logue between Adam and the Angel. The firft is that 
wherein our Anceftor gives an account of the Pleafure he 
took in converfing with him, which contains a very no­
ble Moral.
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For nuhile I  fi t  'with thee, 1 fcem in Heaton, 
Andfiweeier thy Difcourfe is to my Ear
^ a n  Fruits of Palm-tree ( fleafantefi to Thirfi 
And Hunger both from Labour)  at the hour
O f fweet Repajl: they fatiate, and foon fill,
^hd pleafant; but thy Words •with Grace dintint 
Imbu'd,^ bring to their Snueetnefs no Satiety.
T h e  other I fhall mention, is that in which the An­

gel gives a Reafon why he (hould be glad to hear tlie 
Story Adam was about to relate.

For 1 that day •was abfent, as hcfcl.
Bound on a Voyage uncouth and objure;
Far on Excurfion tonvards the Gates of Hell,
Stptard in fu ll  Legion (fuch Command •we had}
ITo fee that none thence iJJ'ued forth a Spy,
Or Enemy, •while God •was in his Work,
Lejl he, incens'd at fuch Eruption bold,
Dejlrunion •with Creation might ha-ve mix'd.
T  H E R E is no queftion but our Poet drew the Image 

in what follows from that in VirgiP% fixth Book, where 
.£neas and the Sibyl ftand before the Adamantine Gates, 
which are there defcribed as fhut upon the Place of Tor­
ments, and liften to the Grones, the Clank of Chains, 
and the Noife of Iron Whips, tliat were heard in tliofe 
Regions of Pain and Sorrow.

Faft •we found, fa fl Jhut
‘The difmal Gates, and barricado'd Jirong;
But long ere our Approaching heard •within 
Uoife, other than the Sound of Dance or Song, 
torment, and loud Lament, and furious Rage.

A D A M  then proceeds to give an account of his Con­
dition and Sentiments immediately after his Creation. 
How agree^oly does he reprefent thePofturc in which he 
found himfelf, tlie beautiful Landskip that furrounded 
him, and the GladneE of Heart which grew up in liinv 
on that occaflon i

As nt'W  •wakedfrom foundefi Sleep,
Soft on the Jlo vdry Herb 1 found me laid

In
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In balmy Sweat, which with his Beams the San 
Soon dried, and on the reaking Uoifiure fed.
Straight towards Hea’v'n my wonePring Eyes I  turn d.
And gaxed awhile the ample Shy, till rais d 
By quick inJiinSlinse Motion, up I  fprung.
As thitherward endeavouring, and upright 
Stood on my Feet: About me round I  faw  
Hill, Dale, and fiady Woods, and funny Plains,
And liquid lapfe of snurmuring Streams ; bythefe 
Creatures that liv'd, and mov'd, and walk'd, or flew . 
Birds on. the Branches warbling ; all things fn i td :
With Fragrance, and with Joy my Heart derflow'd.

A D A M  is afterwards deferib’d as furprifed at his own 
Exiftence, and taking a Survey of himfelf, and of all the 
Works of Nature. He likewife is reprefented as difeo- 
vering by the Light of Reafon, that he and every thing 
about him mult have been the Effeft of forae Being infi­
nitely good and powerful, and that this Being had a 
right to his Worlhip and Adoration. His firll Addrefs 
to the Sun, and to thofe Parts of the Creation which 
made the mod diftinguifhed Figure, is very natural and
a m iif in o r  t n  t h p  r m n a i n a t i o n .

- __Tliou Sun, faid 1, fa ir  Light,
And thou enlighten'd Earth, fo fre/h J'-dgJ), _
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods and I lasr.t.
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell, 
fell i f  you fa w , how came I  thus, how here .
H I S next Sentiment, when upon his firll going to fleep^ 

he fanfies himfelf lofing his Exiftence, and falling away  ̂ . 
into nothing, can never be fufticicntly adrnired. His a;; 
Dream, in which he ftill preferves the Confcioufncfs of 
his Exiftence, together with his Removal into the Gar­
den which was prepared for his Reception, are alfo Cir- 
cumftances finely imagined, and grounded,upon what i« 
delivered in Sacred Story. • x- n

T H E S E  and the like wonderful Incidents in this 1 art ■ 
of the Work, have in them all the Beauties of Novelty, 
at the fame time that they have all the Graces of Nature. 
They are fuch as none but a great Genius could have 
thought of, tho’, upon tlie iwrufal of them, they ftem^to 

L ^

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



1 0 4 T h e  S p e c t a t o r . N* 345*
rife of themfelves from the Subjeftof which he treats. In 
a word, tho’ they are natural, they are not obvious, which 
is the true Gharader of all fine .Writing.

T-H E Impreffion which the Interdidlion of the Tree 
of Life left in the Mind of our firll Parent, is deferib’d 
with great Strength and Judgment; as the Image of the 
feveral Beads and Birds paffing in review before him is 
very beautiful and lively.

. Each Bird and Beajl behold
approaching tnuo and tnuo, thefe con.vring loiu 
With Blandijhment; each Bird pop 'd  on his Wing :
I  nam'd them as they pajs'd--------
A D A M , in the next place, deferibes a Conference 

which he held with his Maker upon the Subjeft of Solitude. 
The Poet here reprefents the fupreme Being, as making an 
ElTay of his own Work, and putting to the trial that rea- 
foning Faculty, with which he had endued his Creature. 
Adam urges, in this divine Colloquy, the Impoffibility of 
his being happy, tho’ he was the Inhabitant of Paradi/e, 
and Lord of the whole Creation, without the Converfation 

of fome rational Creatme, who Ihould pptake
ported chiefly by the Beauty'of the Thoughts, without 
other poetical Ornaments, is as fine a Part as aqy in the 
whole Poem : The more the Reader examines the Juftnefs 
and Delicacy of his Sentiments, the more he will find him- 
felf pleafed with it. The Poet has wonderfully preferved 
the Charafterof Majefty and Condefeenfion in the Crea­
tor, and at the fame time that of Humility and Adoration 
in the Creature, as particularly in the following Lines :

Thus I prefumptiious j and the V ipn bright.
As nj.'ith a Smile more brightned, thus reply d. See.

I  nuith leanie of Speech implor'd.
And humble Deprecation thus reply d:
Let not nfy Words offend thee, Heaninly Pomcer,
My Maker, be propitious mshile I  /peak. Sec.
A D A M  then proceeds togivean account of his fecond 

Sleep, and of the Dream in which he beheld the Forma­
tion of Ease. The new Paflion that was awaken’d in 
him at the fight of her, is touch’d very finely.

Jdnder
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Under his forming Hands a Creature grew.
Manlike, but d if'rent Sex: Jo lowly fa ir,
n a t  what feem'd fa ir  in all the World, Jeem'd now
Mean, or in her fumm'd up, in her contain'd,^
And in her Looks; which from that time isfus'd 
Sweetnefs into my Heart, unfelt before: ̂
And into all things from her Air inj^ir'd 
Tlhe Spirit of Love and amorous Delight

A D A M 'S  Diftrefs upon lofing fight of this beautiful 
Phantom, with his Exclamations of Joy and Gratitude at 
the Difcovery of a real Creature who refembled the Ap­
parition which had been prefcnted to him in his iDrcam f 
the Approaches he makes to her, and his Manner of 
Courtlhip j ar« all laid together in a moft exquifite Pro­
priety of Sentiments.

T H O ’ this Part of the Poem is work’d up with ^ a t  
Warmth and Spirit, the Love which is defcribed in it is 
every way fuitable to a State of Innocence. I f  the Rea­
der compares the Defcription wliich Adam here gives of 
his leading Eve to the Nuptial Eoiver, with that which 
Mr. Dryden has made on the fame Occafion in a Scene of 
his fa ll of Man, he will be fenfible of the great Care which 
Milton took to avoid all Thoughts on fo delicate a S ubjeft, 
that might be offenfive to Religion or Good-manners. TJie 
Sentiments are chafte, but not cold; and convey to the 

. Mind Ideas of the moft tranfporting Paffion, and of the 
greateft Purity. What a noble Mixture of Rapture and 
Innocence has the Author join d together, in tire Reflexi­
on which Adam makes on tlie Pleafures of Love, com­
pared to thofe of Senfc.

‘Ihus have I  told thee all my State, and brought 
My Story to the fum of earthly Blifs, ,
Which I  enjoy ; and jiiujl confefs to find
Jn all things elfe Delight indeed, but fuch
As us'dor not, works in the Mind no Change
Nor vehesner.t Defires ; thefe Delicacies
1 mean of Tafte,Sight, Smell, Herbs,Fruits, and Flowers,
Walks, and the Melody of Birds : hut here
Ear otherwije, tranfported I  behold,

E 5 vranf-
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Tran/ported touch ; here Paffion f.rjl I  felt.
Commotion jirange ! in all Enjoyments elfe 
Superiour and unmov'd, here only iveak 
Againjl the Charms of Beauty's poswerful Glance,
Or Nature faiPd in me, and left fome Part 
Not proof enough fuch ObjeS to fuftain;
Or from my Side fuhduSiing, took perhaps 
More than enough i at leaji on her befovo'd 
IToo much of Ornament in outward/hens)
Elaborate, ofinnsjard lefs exaSi,
-------------------- When I  approach
Her Lovelinefs, fo abfolute Jhe feems 
And in herfclf compleat, fo nxell to Inonso 
Her onssn, that nvhat Jhe ’wills to do or fay 
Seems nuifej, ’virtuotfejl, difcreetejl, bejl:
A ll higher Kno’wledge in her Prefence falls 
Degraded; Wifdom in difcourfe ’with her 
Lofes difcountenanc'd, and like Folly Jhesws ;
Authority and Reafon on her ’wait.
As one intendedfirft, not after made 
Occajionally: and to confummate all,
Greatnefs o f Mind, and Noblenefs their Seal 
Build in her lo’velieft, and create an A’we 
About her, as a Guard angelick plac'd.
T H E S E  Sentiments of Love, in our firft Parent, gave 

the Angel fuch an Infight into human Nature, that he 
feems apprehenfive of the Evils which might befal the Spe- 
.cies in general, as wellas Adam in particukr, from the Ex- ‘ 
cefs of this Paffion. He therefore fortifies him againft it 
by timely Admonitions; which very artfully prepare the 
Mind of the Reader for the Occurrences of the next Book, 
where the Weaknefs of which Adam here gives fuch di- 
llant Difcoveries, brings about the, fatal Event which is 
the Subjedt of the Poem. His Difcourle, which follows 
the gentle Rduuke he receiv’d from the Angel, ihews that 
his Love, however violent it might appear, was ftill founded 
in Reafon, and confequently not improper for Paradife.

Neither her outfide Form fo fa ir , nor aught 
In Procreation common to all kinds,
( Ihd higher of the genial Bed by fa r .
And ’with myjlerkus Reverence 1  deem)
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