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So much delights me, as thofe graceful ASls,
Thore thoufand Decencies that daily

FrL; all her Words and Aaions, mixt With Loj
Andfvseet Compliance, ewhich declare unfetgn d
Union of Mind, or in us both one Soul i

Harmony to behold in wedded Pait «

A DA Ms Speech, at parting with
a Deference and Gratitude agrable to an

and at the fame time a certain Dignity and Greatnefs fu
able to the Fatlier of Mankind m Ins State of Innocence. L

346. Monday, April 7.

Confuetudinem henignitatis largitioni munerum longle anie-

m tom Hac eftgrawam hominum atque magnorum . llia
duaft ajfentatorum populi, multitudinis le-vitatcm wo-
luptate quafi titillantium. n

HEN we confider the Offices of human Life,
W there is, methinks, fomething in what we ordina-

rily call Gencrofity, which when carefully exa-
mined, feems to flow rather from a loofe and unguarded
Temper rhan an honeftand liberal Mind. For this rcafon it
Sabfdutely neceflary thatall Liberality fliould have for its
Bafis and Support Frugality. By this meMS the beneficent
Sp rit works™ in a Man from the Conviaions of Reafon,
n”t from the Impulfes of Paffion Tae generous Man
in the ordinary Acceptation, without refpea to e
mands of his own Famil¥ will foon And upM the of
h's Account, that he has facrificed to Fools, Knaves, Flat-
ters, orthe defervedly Unhapp%/, all the
affordins any future Affiftance where it oughtto b.. Let
him therefor”eflea, thatifto beftow, be m it felflauda-
b'e fliould not a Mdn take care to fecure an Abili y to do
things praife-worthy as long as he lives? Or =0“"® I=
be a more cruel Piece ofRallery upon a Man who fliould
have reduc’d liis Fortune below the Capacity of
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cording to his natural Temper, than to fay of him, nat
Gentlftnan rivas generous? My beloved Author therefore
has, in the Sentence on the Top of my Paper, turned his
Eye with a certain Satiety from beholding theAddreifes to
the People by Largeffes and publick Entertainments, which
he aflerts to be in general vicious, and are always to be
regulated according to the Circumftances of Time and a
Man’s own Fortune. A conftant Benignity in Commerce
with the reft of the World, which ought to run through all
a Man’s Adlions, has Eft'efts more ufeful to thofe whom
you oblige, and lefs oftentatious in yourfelf. He turns his
Recommendation of this Virtue in commercial Life : and
according to him a Citizen who is frank in his Kindneifes,
and abhors Severity in his Demands j he who in buying,
felling, lending, doing afts of good Neighbourhood, is
juft and eafy; he who appears naturally averfe to Difputes,
and above the Senfe of little Sufferings ; bears a nobler
Charadler, and does much more good to Mankind, than
any other Man’s Fortune without Commerce can poffibly
fupport. For the Citizen above all other Men has Op-
portunities of arriving at tiat higheji Fruit of Wealth, to
he liberal ‘without the leaf Expetice of a Man's own For-
tune. It is not to be denied but fuch a Practice is liable
to hazard ; but this therefore adds to the Obligation, that,
among Traders, he who obliges is as much concerned to
keep the Favour a Secret, as he who receivesit. The un-
happy Dirtinftions among usin England are fo great, that
10 celebrate the Intereourfe of commercial Friendihip,
(with which | am daily made acquainted) would be to
laife the virtuous Man fo many Enemies of the contrary
Party. | am obliged to conceal all I know of Tom the
Bounteous, who lends at the ordinary Intereft, to give
mMen of lefs Fortune Opportunities of making greater Ad-
vantages. He conceals, undera rough Air and diftant Be-
haviour, a bleeding Compalfion and womanifh Tender-
neft. This is governed by the moft exaEl Circumfpedlion,
that there is no Induftry wanting in the Perfon whom he
is to ferve, and that he is guilty ofno improper Expences.
This | know of Tom, but who dare fay it of fo known a
Tory ? The fame Care | was forced to ufe fome time ago
in the Report of another’s Virtue, and faid fifty inftead of
an hundred, becaufe the Man | pointed at was a Whig.

Arioni
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Aflions of this kind are popular without being invidious:
forevery Man ofordinary Circumftances looks upona Man
who has this known Benignity in his Nature, as a Perfon
ready to be his Friend upon fuch Terms as he ought toex-
peftit; and the wealthy, who may envy fuch a Charadler,
can do no Injury to its Interefts but by the Imitation of
it, inwhich the good Citizen will rejoice to be rivalled. |
know not how to form to myfelf a greater Idea of hu-
man Life, than in what is the Pradlice of fome wealthy
Men whom | could name, that make no Step to the Im-
provement of their own Fortunes, wherein they do not
alfo advance thofe of other Men who would languilh in
Poverty without that Munificence. In a Nation where
there are fo many publick Fundsto be fupported, | know
not whether he can be called a good Subjeft, who doc*
not imbark fome part of his Fortune with the State, to
whofe Vigilance he owes the Security of the whole. This
certainly isan immediate way of layingan Obligation upon
many, and extending his Benignity thefurtheft a Man can
poflibly, whois not engaged in Commerce. But he who
trades, befides giving the State fome part of this fort of
Credit he gives his Banker, may in all the Occurrences
of his Life have his Eye upon the removingWant from the
Door of the Induftrious, and defending the unhappy up-
right Man from Bankruptcy. Without thisBenignity,Pride
or Vengeance will precipitate a Man to choofe the Receipt
of half his Demands from one whom he has undone, ra-
ther than the whole from one to whom he has lhewn
Mercy. This Benignity is elTential to the Charadler of
a fair Trader, and any Man who deligns to enjoy his
Wealth with Honour and Self-Satisfadlion: Nay, it would
not be hard to maintain, that the Pradlice of fupporting
good and induftrious Men, would carry a Man furtlier
even to his Profit, than indulging the Propenfiiy of ferv-
ing and obliging the Fortunate. My Author argues on
this Subjcdl, in order to incline Mens klinds to thofe who
want them moft, afterthis manners We mujl alnuays cou-
fider the Nature of things, and gtrvern our fetnjes accor-
dingly. The miealthy Man, ‘when he has repaid you, is
upon a Balance ‘with you ; but the Perfon ‘whom youfa -
vour'd with a Loan, if he be a good Man, will thinlt him-
felf inyour Debt after he has paidyou. The Wealthy and

the
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the Confpkuous are not obliged by the Benefityou do theme
they think they conferred a Benfit nx)hen they receive one-
Your good Cfiices are always fufpeSied, and it is with
them thefasne thing to expeSi their Fansour as to receive it.
But the Man belowyou, who knows in the Goodyou haue
done him, you refpeSled himfelfmore than his Circumfiances,
does not aii like an obliged Man only to him from whom he
has receiveda Benefit, but alfo to allwho are capable ofdo-
ing him one. Andwhatever little Cfiices he can dofor you,
he isfofarfrom magnifying it, that he will labour to ex-
tenuate it in all his ASiions and Exprejfions. Moreover, the
Regard to what you do to a great Man, at heft is taken no-
tice of nofurther than by himfelf or his Family; but what
you do to a Man of an humble Fortune, (provided always
that he is a good and a modeft Man) raifes the AffeBions
towardsyou ofall Men.of that CharaBer (ofwhich there
are many) in the whole Cpty.

T HERE isnothing gains a Reputation to a Preacher
fo much as his own Praftice; |1 am therefore calling about
what Aft of Benignity is in the Power of asrecTA-
Tor. Alas, thatlies but in a very narrow Compafs, and
I think the moil immediately under my Patronage, are
either Players, or fuch whofe Circumllances bear an Affi-
nity' with theirs; All therefore | am able to do at this time
of this Kind, is to tell the Town that on Friday the i ith
of this Inllant April, there will be perform’d in York-Build-
ings a Confort of Vocal and Inllrumental Mufick, for the
Benefit of Mr. Edward Keen, the Father of twenty Chil-
dren; and that this Day the haughty George Powell hopes
all the good-natur’d part of the Town will favour him,
whom they applauded in Alexander, Yimon, Lear, and
Orefies, with their Company this Night, when he hazards
all his heroick Glory for their Approbation in the hum-
bler Condition of honell Jack Falfiaffe. T





