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' earaeftly pray arid exhortall Husbands, Fathers, Houfe- 
' keepers and iMafters of Families, in either of the afore- 
‘ faid Cities, not only to repair themfelves to tJieir re- 
' fpedive Habitations at early and feafonable Hours; but 
' alfo to keep their Wives and Daughters, Sons, Servants, 
' and Apprentices, from appearing in the Streets at thofe 

Times and Seafons which may expofe them to a mili­
tary Difeipline, as it is pradifed by our good Subjeils 
the Mohocks: and we do further promife, on our Im­
perial Word, that as foon as the Reformation aforefaid 
lhall be brought about, we will forthwith caufe all 
Hollilities to ceafe.

Giwn from our Court at the Devil- 
Tavem, March 1 5 , 1 7 1 2 . X

N® 348. Wednefday, A prils).

> i^nrns ruirtute relistd ? Hor.
Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

I H  A V E not feen you lately at any of the Places 
where I vifit, fo that I am afraid you are wholly un­
acquainted with what pafles among my part of the 

World, who are, tho’ I  fay it, without Controverfy, the 
moll accomplifhed and bell bred of the Town. Give 
me leave to tell you that I am extremely difeompofed 
when I  hear Scandal, and am an utter Enemy to all 
manner of Detradlion, and think it the greatell Mean- 
nefs that People of Dillinftion can be guilty o f : How­
ever it is hardly pollible to come into Company, where 
you do not find them pulling one another to pieces, 
and that t'rom no other Provocation but that of hearing 
any one commended. Merit, both as to Witand Beauty, 
is become no other than the Poffeffion ofa few triflling 
People’s Favour, which you cannot pollibly arrive at, it 
you have really any thing in you that is deferving. 
What they would bring to pafs, is, to make all Good 
and Evil conlilt in Report, and with Whifpers, Calum­

nies
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* niesand ImpertlneHcies, to have the Conduft of thofe 
‘ Reports. By this means Innocents are blafted upon 
'  their firft Appearance in Town j and there is nothing 
‘ more required to make a young Woman the Objeft of 
‘ Envy and Hatred, than to deferve Love andAdmiiation.
‘ This abominable Endeavour to fupprefs or l e l ^  every 
‘ thing that is praife-worthy, is as frequent aiMng the 
‘ Men as the Women. If  I can remember what palled at 
‘ a Vifit lall Night, it will ferve as an Inftance that the 
‘ Se.xes are equally inclined to Defamation, with equal 
‘ Malice, with equal Impotence. JackTriphtt 
‘ my Lady about Eight of the Clock. You .know
‘ the Manner we fit at a V ifit, and I need not deferibe 
'  the Circle; but Mr. Triplett came in, introduced by two 
‘ Tapers fupported by a fprucc Servant, whole Hair is un- 
‘ der a Cap till my Lady’s Candles are all lighted up, and 
< the Hour of Ceremony begins ; I fay. Jack Triplett
* came in, and finging {for he is really good Company)
‘ Ew>y Feature, farming Creature, — he went on. It is 
‘ a mojl urtreafomhle thing that People cannot go peaceably 
‘ to fee their Friends, but thefe Murderers are let loofe.
‘ Such a Shape ! fuch an Air ! nsihat a Glance ‘was that
‘ as her Chariot pafs'd by mine----— My Lady her fclf
‘ interrupted him ; Pray ’who is this fine Thing Irwar-
* rant, fays another, 'tis the Creature I  ’was tellingyouf 
‘ Ladfhip of juft now. You ’were telling of? fays Jack',
‘ I  ’wijh I  had been fa happy as to ha’ve come in and
* heard you, for I  ha’ve not Words to fay ’what Jhe is t 
‘ But if an agreeable Height, a modeil Air, a Virgin 
‘ Shame, and Impatience of being beheld, ainidlla Blaze
‘ of ten thoiifand Charms ------The whole Room flew
< out------Oh Mr. Triplett ! -------  When Mrs. Lofty, a
‘ known Prude, faid fhe believed fhe knew whom the

Gentleman meant; but flie was indeed, as he civilly
‘ reprefented her, impatient of being beheld------
‘ turning to the Lady ne.xt to her------The^moft unbred
‘ Creature you e-ver fa w . Another purfued the Difeourfe ; 
‘ As unbred. Madam, as you may think her, fhe is ex-
‘ tremely bely’d if fhe is the Novice Iheappears; Bte w'as

5 ‘ laft W eekata Ball till two in the Morning; Mr. Triplett 
knows whether he was the happy Man that took care of 

- This was followed by feme parti-her home-, but ■ cular
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cular Exception that each AVoman in the jRoom made to 
feme peculiar Grace or Advantage; fo that Mr. Triplett 
was beaten from one Limb and feature to another, till 
he was forced to refign the whole Woman. In the 
e ^ ,  I took notice Triplett recorded all this Malice in 

Countenance, and a certain 
Shrug, that he delign’d to repeat the Converfa-

I tion : I therefore let the Difeourfe die, and foon after 
took an Occallon to commend a certain Gentleman 

‘ of my Acquaintance for a Perfon of fingular Modelly, 
Courage, Integrity, and withal as a Man of an enter- 

‘ taining Converfation, to which Advantages he had a 
‘ Shape and Manner peculiarly graceful. Mr. Triplett, 
‘ who is a Woman’s Man, feem’d to hear me with Pa- 
‘ tience enough commend the Qualities of his Mind: He 
‘ never heard indeed but that he was a very honeft Man, 
‘ and no Fool; but for a fine Gentleman, he mull ask 
‘ pardon. Upon no other Foundation than this, Mr. 7 V/)>- 
‘ Utt took occallon to give the Gentleman’s Pedigree, 
‘ by what Methods fome Part of the Eilate was ac- 
‘ quired, how much it was beholden to a Marriage for 
‘ the prefent Circumftances of i t ; After all he could fee
* nothing but a common Man m his Perfon, his Breed- 
‘ ing, or Underllanding.
 ̂ ‘ T H U S , Mr. S p e c t a t o r , this impertinent Hu­

mour of diminilhing every one who is produced in
* Converfation to their Advantage, runs thro’ the World;
‘ and I am, I confefs, fo fearful of the Force of ill

Tongues, that I have begged of all thofe who are my
* Well-widiers never to commend me, for it will but bring 
 ̂ my Frailties into Examination, and I had rather be un- 
I obferved, than confpicuous for difputed Perfe£l:ions. I

am confident a thoufand young People, who would have 
been Ornaments to Society, have, from Fear of Scan­
dal, nevei; dared to exert themlelves in the polite Arts 

‘ of Life, e 1  heir Lives have paffed away in an odious 
Rullicity, in fpite of great Advantages of Perfon, Genius 

I and Fortune. There is a vicious Terror of being blamed 
in fome well incUn’d People, and a wicked Pleafure in 
fuppreffing them in others; both which I recommend-, 
to your Speilatorial Wifdom to animadvert upon; and if  
you can be fuccelsful in it, I need not fay how much you

‘ will
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