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‘ will defervc of the Town ; but new Toafts will owe to 
‘ you their Beauty, and new Wits their Fame. I  am,

'  5 /  i? o
Jfour tnoji ahedient humble Sewant,

Y Mary.

N° 349. ‘Tlourfdayy A p r il  10.

-  ^ o s  tile timorum
Maximus baud urget lethi metus; inde ruendt 
In ferrum mens prona niiris, animafue capaces 
Mortis --------------------------

Lucan.

I Am very much pleafed with a Confolatory I.etter of 
Phalaris, to one who had loft a Son that vvas ^ y°“"S 
Man of great Merit. The Thought with which he 

comforts the affliaed Father, is to the beft of my Me­
mory, asfollows ; That he ftiould confider ^ea h had fa  
a kind of Seal upon his Son’s Charaaer, and placed him 
out of the Reach of Vice and Infamy : That while he 
liv’d he was ftill within the Poffibility of falling away 
from Virtue, andlofing the Fame of which he was pof- 
fcflcd. Death only clofes a Man’s Reputation, and de­
termines it as good or bad. ^

T H I S ,  among other Motives, may be one Reafon 
why we are naturally averfe to the lanchiiig ^
Man’s Praife tiU his Head is laid in the Dull. Whilft he 
is capable of changing, we may be forced to retraft our 
OpiidLs. He may forfeit the Efteem we have conceived 
of l Z ,  and feme time or other appear to us under a 
different Light from what he does at prefent. In fhort, 
as the Life of any Man cannot be call d happy or unhap­
py fo neither can it be pronounced vicious of virtuous,
before the Conclufion of it. ‘ , ~ ■ j

I T  was upon this Confideration that Epaminondas, 
being asked whether Chabrias, Iphicrates, or he bim- 
fclf ̂ deferved moft to be elleemcd ? You mull firft fee us 
die, faid he, before that Queftion can be anfwercd.
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more melancholy Confideration t 
good. Man than his being obnoxious to fucli a Change, fo 
there is nothing more glorious than tojceep up an Uni­
formity in his Adions, and prel'erve the Beauty of his 
Charader to the laft.

T H E  End of a Man’s Life is often compared to the 
winding up of a well-written Play, where the principal 
Perfons ftiil adl in Charafter, whatever the Fate is wliich 
they undergo. 'I’here is fcarce a great Perfon in the G re-  
<ian or R o m a n  Hiftory, whofe Death has not been remark­
ed, upon by feme Writer or other, and cenfured or ap­
plauded according to the Genius or Principles of the Per­
fon who has defcanted on it. Monfieur de S t. E w e m o n t  
is very particular in fetting forth the Conftancy and Cou­
rage of P etron ius A rb ite r  during his lalt Moments, and 
thinks he dii'covers in them a greater Firmnefs of Mind 
and Refolution tlian in the Death of Seneca, C a to , or So- 
crates. There is no quellion but this polite Author’s Af- 
feftation of appearing linguLar in his Remarks, and mak­
ing Difcoveries which had efcaped the Obfervation of 
others, threw him into this courfe of Reflexion. It was 
P etro n iu s '% Merit, that he died in the lame"Saiety of Tem­
per in. which he lived j but as his Life was altogether loofe 
and dilTolute, the Indifference which he {hewed at the 
Clofe of it is to be looked upon as a piece of natural 
Carelefnefs and Levity, rather than Fortitude. The Refo­
lution of Socrates proceeded from very different Motives, 
the Confeioufnefs of a wcll-fpent Life, and the Profpeftof 
a happy Eternity. I f  the ingenious Author abovemen- 
tioned was fo pleafed with Gaiety of Humour in a dying 
Man, he might have found a much nobler Inftance of it 
in our Countryman Sir Thom as M ore.

T H I S  great and learned Man was femous for en­
livening his ordinary Difeourfes with W it and Plea- 
fantry; and, as E ra fm u s  tells him in an Epiftle Dedica­
tory, adledjin all parts of Life like a fccond D em ocritus.

H  E died upon a Point of Religion, and is refpefted as 
a Martyr by that Side for wliich he fuffer’d. That inno­
cent Mirth which had been fo confpicuous in his Life, did 
not forfake him to the lail: He maintain’d the fame Chcar- 
fulnefs of Heart upon the Scaffold, which he ufed to {hew 
at his Table ; and upon laying his Head on the Block,

gave
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gave fnftanccs of that Good Hiimsur with which he had 
always entertained his Friends in the moll ordinary Occur­
rences. His Death waj of a piece witli his Life. There was 
nothing in it new, forced or aflefted. He did not look 
upon the fevering his Head from his B^dy as a Circum- 
ftancc that ought to produce any Change in the Difpofi- 
tion of his Mind ; and as he died under a fixed and lettled 
Hope of Immortality, he thought any unufual degree of 
Sorrow and Concern improper on fuch an Occalion, as 
had nothing in it which coaid dejeft or terrify him.

T H E R E  is no great Danger of Imitation from this 
Example. Mens natural Fears will be a fuificient Guard 
againft it. I fhall only oblerve, that what was Philofophy 
in tills extraordinary Man, would be Frenzy in one who 
does not refemble him as well in the Chearfulnefs of liis 
Temper, asintheSandllty of his Life and Manners.

I ftall conclude this Paper witli the Inllance of a Per- 
fon who feems to me to have fliewn more Intrepidity and 
Greatnefs of Soul in his dying Moments, than what we 
meet with among any of the moll celebrated Greeks and 
Romans. I  met with this Inllance in the Hiltory of the 
Revolutions in Portugal, written by the Abbot de Vertet.

W H EN  JidtsSchaJlian, Kingof Portugal, had invaded 
die Territories of Moluc, Emperor ot Morocco, in 
order to dethrone him, and fethis Crown upon the Head 
ofhis Nephew, Moluc wearing away with a DiltemJ 
per which he himfelfknew was incurable. However, he 
prepared for the Reception of lb formidable an Enemy. 
He was indeed fo far Ipent with his Sicknefs, that he did 
not expedl to live out the whole Day, when the lall de- 
cifive Battle was given; but knowing the fetal Confe- 
quences that would happen to his Children and People, in 
cafe he Ihould die before he put an eud to that War, he 
commanded his principal Officers that if  he died during 
the Engagement, they Ihould conceal his Death from the 
Army, and that they Ihould ride up to the Littej in which 
his Corps was carried, under Pretence of receiving Or­
ders from him as ufual. Before the Battle begun, he was 
carried through all the Ranks of his Army in an open Lit­
ter, as they Hood drawn up in Array, encouraging them 
to fight valiantly in Defence of their Religion and Coun­
try, Finding afterwards tiie Battle to go againll him, tho*

he
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