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351. Saturdayy April 12.

In te omnis domus iriclinata recumbit. Virg.

F we look into the three great Heroick Poems which
I have appeared in the World, we may obferve that they
are built upon very flight Foundations. Homer lived
near 300 Years after the W ar; and, as thewriting
of Hiftory was not then in ufe among the Greeks, we ma/
very well fuppofe, thatthe Tradition of and VIyf,
Jes had brought down but very few Particulars to his Know-
ledge ; tho’ there is no queltion but he has wrought into
his two Poems,fuch of their remarkable Adventures, as
were Hill talked of among his Contemporaries.

THE Story of *neas, on which Virgil founded his
Pcem, was likewife very bare of Circumllances, and by
that means afforded him an Opportunity of embellifliing it
with Fidlion, and giving a full range to hisown Invention.
We find, however, that he has interwoven, in the courfe
of his Fable, the principal Particulars, which were gene-
rally believed among the of./dS'»raj’s Voyage and
Settlement in Italy.

1’H E Reader may find an Abridgment of the whole
Story as collefted out of the ancient Hiflorians, and as it
was received among the Romans, in Dionyfms Halicar-
naffeus.

SINCE none of the Criticks have confider’d VirgiPs
Fable,with relation to this Hiftory of jUneas ; it may not,
perhaps, be amifs to examine it in this Light, fo far as
regards my prefent Purpofe. Whoever looks into the
Abridgment above-mentioned, will find that theCharafter
of JEneas is filled with Piety to the Gods, and a fuper-
flitious Obfervation of Prodigies, Oracles, and Prediftions.
~>NThas not only preferved this Charadter in thePerfon
of jEneas, but has given a place in his Poem to thofe
particular Prophefies which he found recorded of him in
Hiftory and Tradition. The Poet took the matters
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of Faft as they came down to him, and circumftanced
them after his own manner, to make them appear the
more natural, agreeable, or furpnfing. | believe very
many Readers have been lhocked at that ludicrous Pro-
phefy, which one of the Harpies pronounces to the
L r in the third Book, namely that before they had built
wfheir intended City, they lhould be reduced by Hunger to
cat tlieir very Tables. But, when they hear that this was
one of the Grcumftances that had been tranfmitted to the
Horrans jn ti]e Hillory of JEneas, they will think the Poet
mZy In inkingnon«orit Tl»Hito»n.bovn-
mentioned acquaints us, a Prophetefs had foicto\d *«eas,
that he ihould take hisVoyageWeftward, till his Companl-
ons ihould eat theirTablesj and thataccordmgly, upon his
landing in Italy, as they were eating their Fleih upon Cakes
of Bread, for want of otlier Conveniencies, they after-
wards fed on the Cakes themfelves ; upon which one of
the Company faid merrily, Ve are eaung tur Tables.
They immediately took the hint, fays the aftomn an
concluded the Prophefy to be fulfilled. As VsrgilM not
think it proper to omit fo material a Particular in the
Sory ofX.«r,itmaybe worth while to confider with
how inuch Judgment he has qualified it, and taken off
every thing that might have appeared improper for aPai”
faeenin an Heroick Poem. The Prophetefs who foretells
it."is an Hungry Harpy, as the Perion who difcovers it
is young Afcasiius.

Heus etiam nienfas cosifumimus, inquit lulus!

¢ Tj ¢ H an Obfervation,which isbeautiful inthe Mouth
f! Bov would have been ridiculous from any other of
1t Soanr 1amapt tothink that the changing of
fie S Fleet into wLr-Nymphs, which is the inoft

L\ i
viol i Wrg2hing I the whole JEngid,, 2 fieep oG
fy" ~Am'/diimfelf, before he begins that

what he was going to tell appeared incredible,
fT Lt Suftlfed byEdition, "what further con-

eiven a phace to the fame Melamorphofts m his Account
of the heathen Mytiiology. NONE
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N O N E ofthe Criticks | have met with having con-
fidered the Fable of the j*neid in this Light, and taken
notice how the Tradition, on wliich it was founded, au-
thorizes thofe Parts in it which appear moft exceptionable j
1 hope the length of this Reflexion will not make it un-
acceptable to the curious Part of my Readers.

T H E Hiftory, which was the Bafis of Milton's Poem,
is ftill fliorter than either that ofthe Iliad or Mneid. The
Poet has likewife taken care to infert every Circumftance
of it in the body of his Fable. The ninth Book, which
we are here to confider, is raifed upon that brief Account
in Scripture, wherein we are told that the Serpent was
more fubtle than any Beall of the Field, that he tempted
the Woman to eat of the forbidden Fruit, that Ihe was
overcome by this Temptation, and that Adam followed
her Example. From thefe few Particulars, Milton has
formed one of the moll entertaining Fables that Invention
ever produced. Fie has difpofed of thefe feveral Circum-
llances among fo many beautiful and natural Fidlions of
his own, that hiswhole Story looks only like a Comment
upon facred Writ, or rather feems to bea full and com-
plete Relation of what the other is only an Epitome. |
have infilled the longer on this Confideration, as | look
upon the Difpofition and Contrivance of the Fable to be
the principal Beauty of the ninth Book, which has more
Story in it, and is fuller of Incidents, than any other in the
whole Poem. Satatts traverfing the Globe, and Hill keep-
ing within the Shadow of the Night, as fearing to bedif-
covered by the Angel of the Sun, who had before detected
him, is one of thofe beautiful Imaginations with whicii
he introduces this his fecond Series of Adventures. Having
examined the Nature of every Creature, and found out
one which was the moll proper for hisPurpofe, he again
returns to Paradife j and, to avoid Difeovery, finks by
Night with a River that ran under the Gardpn, and rifes
up again through a Fountain that ilfiied from it by the
Tree of Life. The Poet, who, as we have before taken
notice, fpeaks as little as poflible in his own Perfon, and,
after the Example of Homer, fills every Part of his Work
with Manners and Charaflers, introduces a Soliloquy of
this infernal Agent, who was thus relllefs in the Dellrudli-
on of Man. He is then deferib’d as gliding through the
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Garden, under the refemblance of a Mift, m order to
find out that Creature in which he defigned to tempt our
firft Parents. This Defcription has fomething in it very
poetical and furprifing.

So faying, through each Thicket dank or dry,
hike a black Miji, low creeping, he held on
Bis Midnight Search, where foonefi he might find
. The Serpent: him faft fleeping Joon he found
Jn Labyrinth of many a Roundfelf-roird.
Bis Head the midft, wellfior'd withfubtle Wiles.

t h e Author afterwards gives us a Deferiptmn of
the Morning, which is wonderftdly fuitable to
Poem, and peculiar to that firft Seafon of Nature He
reprefents the Earth, before it was curft, asa great Altar,
brLthins out its Incenfe from all Parts, and lending up a
S ant Savour to the Noftrils of its Creator; to which
L adds a noble Idea of Adam and Ew, as offering their
Morning-Worlhip, and filling up the Univerfal Con-
fort of Praife and Adoration.

How when as facred Light began to dawn

In Eden on the humid Flow'rs, that breathed
Their Morning Incenfe, when all things that breathe
From th' Earth's great Altar fend upfilent Praije
To the Creator, and his Nojlrilsfill

With grateful Smell; forth came the human Pair,
And join'd their niocal Worjhip to the Choir

O f Creatures wanting Vlice------------

THE Difpute which follows between our two firft
Parents, is reprefented with great Art: It proceeds from
a Difference of Judgment, not of Paffien, and is managed
with Reafon, not with Heat; It is fuch a Dffpute as we
may fuppofemight have happened vaParadtfe, *dM an
SnuedHapp”nd Innocent. There isa great De i*cy
in the MorAlities which are interfperfed in Adam s 1Jil-
courfe, and which the moft ordinary Reader cannot but
take notice of. That Force of Love which the Father of
Mankind fo finely defcribes in the eighth Book, and which
is inferted in my laft Saturday's Paper, “ews it <elfhere
in many fine Inftances; As m thofe fond Regards he
call towards Ew at her parting from him.
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Her long miith ardent Look his Eye fur/u'd
Delighted, but dejiring more her Jlay :

Oft he to her his Charge of quick return
Repeated j Jhe to him as oft engafd

To be return'd by noon amid the Bo-iu'r.

I N his Impatience and Amufement during herAbfence:

Adam the ‘Wwhile.
Waiting dejirous her return, had swove
O f choiceft Flow'rs a Garland to adorn
Her Lreffes, and her rural Labours crown :
Hs Reapers oft are wont their Har’ueji “een.
Great fiy he protnis'd to his thoughts, and new
Solace in her return, fo long delay'd.

BUT particularly in that paffionate Speech, where
feeing her irrecoverably loft, he refolves to perifh with
her ratlier than to live without her.

«Sosne curfed Fraud
Or Enemy hath beguiPd thee !'yet unknown j
And me with thee hath ruin'd; for with thee
Certain tny Refolution is to die!
How can | li-ue without thee! how forgo
Thyfweet Con'verfe and Love fo dearly join'd.
To live again in thefe wild Woods forlorn !
Should God create another Eve, and |
Another Rib afford, yet lofs of thee
Would never from my Heart! no, no f | feel
The Link of Nature draw me : Flejh of Fiefs,
Bone of my Bone thou art, andfrom thy State
Mine never foall be parted, Blifs or Wo !

T H E Beginning of this Speech, and the Preparation
to it, are animated with the fame Spirit as the Conclu-
fion, which | have here quoted.

THE feveral Wiles which are put in pradh ce by the
Tempter, when he found Eve feparated from her Hus-
band, the many pleafmg Images of Nature which are in-
termix’d in this part of the Story, with its gradual and
regular Progrefs to the fatal Cataftrophe, are fo very re-
markable, that it would be fuperiluous to point out their
refpedive Beauties.
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I have avoided mentioning any particular Similitudes
in my Remarks on this great Work, becaufe | have
"Niven a general Accouat of them in my Paper on the firft
Book. There is one, however, in this Part of the Poem,
which 1 iliall.here quote, as it is not only very beautiful,
but the clofeft of any in the whole Poem ; | mean that
where the Serpent is defcrib’d as rolling forward in all
"his Pride, animated by the evil Spirit, and conducing
E've to her Deflrudlion, while Adam was at too great a
dillance from her to give her his Afliftance. Thefe feye-
ral Particulars are all of them wrought into the following

Similitude.

Hope elevates, and Joy
Brightens his Crejl; as «ushers a ewandlrirtg Fire
Compas$ of unBuoiis Vapour, uuhich the Night
Condenfes, and the Cold usvirorts round.
Kindled through Agitation to a Flame,
( N'lAchoft, theyfay, fine evil Spirit attends)
Hovering and blazing with delufve Light,
Mifleads the amaz'd Night-wanderer from his Way
To Bogs and Mires, and oft through Pond or Pool,
Therefwallowed up and lof,fom fuccourfar.

TPIAT fecret Intoxication of Pleafure, with all
thofe tranfient Fiufliings of Guilt and Joy, which the
Pout reprefun's in our firll Parents upon their eating the
forbidden Fruit, to thofe Flaggings of Spirit, Damps of
Sorrow, and mutual Accufations which fucceed it, are
conceiv’d with a wonderful Imagination, and defcrib’d
in very natural Sentiments

WHE N Dido in the fourth ~»e;Vyieldcd to that fatal
Temptation which ruin’d her, Virgil tells us the Earth
trembled, the Heavens were filled with Flafhes of Light-
ning, and the Nymphs howled upon the Mountain-Tops.
Milton, in the fame poetical Spirit, has deferibed all Nature
asdiflurbed uflon isw ’seating the forbidden Fruit.

Sofaying, her rajh Hand in evil hour
Forth reaching to the Fruit, Jhe pluckt,fhe eat:
Barthfelt the wound, and Naturefrom her Seat
Sighing, through all her Works gave figns of Woe
That all was lofi* . 1

UPON
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UP ON Adam'sfalling into the fame Guilt, the whole
Creation appears a fecond time in Convulfions.

' - — Hefcrupled not to eat

Again]} his better knonxiledge; not deceinj'd.
Butfondly overcome nuithfemale Charm.

Barth trembledfrom our Entrails, as again

In Pangs, and Naturegave afecond Groan,

Sky lanxjred, and mutt'ring Thunder,fomefad Drops
JVept at compleating o fthe mortal Sin=-----

A S all Nature fufFer’d by the Guilt of our firft Parents,’
thefe Symptoms of Trouble and Confternation are won-
derfully imagined, not only as Prodigies, but as Marks of
her fympathizing in the Fall of Man.

ADAM's Converfe with Eve, after having eaten ths
forbidden Fruit, is an exaft Copy of that between Jupiter
and Juno in the fourteenth 1liad. Juno there approaches
Jupiter with the Girdle which lhe had received from ve-
nus ; upon which he tells her, that lhe appeared more
charming and defirable than Ihe had ever done before,
even when their Loves were at the highell:. The Poet
afterwards deferibes' them as repofing on a Summit of
Mount 1da, which produced under them a Bed of Flow-
ers, the Lotos, the Crocus, and the Hyacinth ; and con-
cludes his Defeription with their falling afleep.

LET the Reader compare this with the following
Paffage in Milton, which begins with Adam's Speech c«
Eve.

For never did thy Beauty, fince the Day
1favs theefirjl and vjedded thee, adorn d
W ith all Perfections, fo inflasne my Senfe
W ith ardor to enjoy thee, fairer novo
Than ever. Bounty ofthis virtuous Tree.
Sofaid he, andforbore not Glatsce or loy
o f amorous Intent, voell undes-ftood
O f Eve, vjhofe Eye darted contagious Fire.
Her Hand hefeitdd, andto ajhady Bank
Thick over-head voith verdasit Roof esnbovotr d.
He led her nothing loth ; Flovj'rs voere the Couch,
Panjies, and Violets, and Afphodel,
And Hyacinth, Earth's frejhefifoftejl Lap,
F g Thiri





