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fpent his Reputation all at once, and ventur’d it at one
throw: But if he be to continue in the World, and
would have the Advantage of Converfation whilll he
isin it, let him make ufe of Truth and Sincerity in all
his Words and Actions; for nothing but this will laft
and hold out to the end : all other Arts will Tail, but
Truth and Integrity will carry a Man through, and bear
him out to the laft. T

N® 353. Tuefday® April 15.

In tenui labor Virg.

H E Gentleman who obliges the World in general,
and me in particular with his Thoughts upon Edu-
cation, has juft fent me the following Letter.

SIR,

‘ T Take the Liberty to fend you a fourth Letter upon
‘ A the Education of Youth; In my laft | gave you
my Thoughts about fome particular Tasks which | con-
cieved it might not be amifs to mix with their ufual Ex-"
* ercifes, in order to give them an early Seafoning of Vir-
‘ tue; | Ihall in this propofe fome others, which | fancy
* might contribute to give them a right turn for the
‘ World, and enable them to make their way in it.
* THE Defign of Learning is, as | take it, cither to
render a Man an agreeable Companion to himfelf, and
teach him to fupport Solitude with Pleafure, or if he is
not born to an Eftate, to fupply that Defeft, and fur-
nilh then™ witli the means of acquiring one. A Perfon
* who applies himfelf to Learning with the firft of thefe
Views may be faid to ftudy for Ornament, as he who
propofes to himfelf the fecond, properly ftudies for Ufe.
'I'ne one does it to raife himfelf a Fortune, the other to
fet off chat which he is already pofleffed of. But as far
‘ the greater part of Mankind are included in the latter
‘ Clals, I Ihall only propofe fome Methods at prcfent for
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the Service of fuchwho expeft to advance themfclves in
the World by their Learning: In order towhich, | (hall
premife, that many more Eilates have been acquir’d by
little AccompliHiraents than by extraordinary ones ;

thofe Qualities which make thegreatcft Figure in the,

eye of the World, not being always the moll ufeful in
themfclves, or the moll advantageous to their Owners.

“ THE Polls which require Men of lhining and un-
common Parts to difcharge them, are fo very few, that
many a great Genius goes out of the World without
ever having had an opportunity to exert it felf; where-
as Perfons of ordinary Endowments meet with Occafi-
ons fitted to their Parts and Capacities every day in the
common Occurrences of Life.

‘1 am acquainted with two Perfons who were for-
merly School-fellows, and have been good Friends ever
fince. One of them was not only thought an impene-
trable Blockhead at School, but Hill maintain’d his Re-
putation at the Univerfity s the other was the Pride of
his Mailer, and the moll celebrated Perfon in the Col-
lege of which he was a Member. The Man of Genius
is at prefent buried ina Country Parfonage ofeightfcore
Pounds a yearj while the other, with the bare Abilities
of a common Scrivener, has' got an Ellate of above aa
hundred thoufand Pounds.

“ | fancy from what | have faid it will almoll appear
a doubtful Cafe tomany a wealthy Citizen, whether or
no he ought to wifh his Son lhould be a great Genius ;
but this 1 am fure of, that nothing is more abfurd than
to give a Lad the Education of one, whom Nature has
not favour’d with any particular Marks of Diftindlion.

‘ THE Fault therefore of our Grammar-Schools is,
tliat every Boy is pulhed on to Works of Geniusj
whereas, it would be for more advantageous for the great-
ell part of them to be taught fuch little lyaftical Arts
and Sciences as do not require any greet lhare of Parts
to be Mailer of them, and yet may come often into
play during the Courfe ofa Man’s Life.

‘ SU CH are all the Parts of praflical Geometry. |
have known a Man contraft a Friendlliip with a Miniller
of State, upon cutting a Dial in his Window; and re-
member a Clergyman v/ho got one of the bell Benefices
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in the Weft of England, by fetting a Country Gentle-
man’s Affairs in fome Method, and giving him an ex-
aft Survey of his Eftate.

‘W HIL E I am upon this Subjeft, | cannot forbear
mentioning a Particular which is of ufe in every Station
of Life, andwhich metliinks every Mafter lheuld teach
hisScholars, 1 mean the writing of Englijh Letters. To
thisend, infteadof perplexing them withZ«//» Epiftles,
Themes and Verfes, there might be a punftual Corre-
fpondence eftablilhed between two Boys, who might aft
in any imaginary Parts of Bufmefs, or be allowed fome-
times to give a range to their own Fancies, and commu-
nicate to each other whatever Trifles they thought fit,
provided neither of them ever fail’d at the appointed
time to anfwer his Correfpondent’s Letter,

‘| believe I may venture to affirm, that the generality
of Boys v/ould find themfelves more advantaged by this
Cuftom, when they come to be Men, than by all the
Greek and Latin their hdafters can teach them in feven
or eight Years.

‘* THE want of it is very viflble in many learned Per-
fons, who while they are admiring the Stiles of Demo-
fihenes or Cicero, want Phrafes to exprefs themfelves on
the moft common OccSfions. | have feena Letter from
one of thefe Latin Orators, which would have been de-
fervedly laught at by a common Attorney.

‘* UNDER this Head of Writing | cannot omit Ac-
counts and Short-hand, which are learned with little
pains, and very properly come into the Number of fuch
Arts L | have been here recommending.

Y OU muft doubtlefs. Sir, obferve, that | have hi-
therto chiefly infilled upon thefe things for fuch Boys as
do not appear to have any thing extraordinary in their
natural Talents, and confequently are not qualified for
the finer Parts of Learning; yet | believe | might carry
this Matthr ftill further, and venture to aflert that a Lad
of Genius has fometimes occafion for thefe little Ac-
quirements,to be as it were tlie Forerunners of his Parts,
and to introduce him into the World.

- 111 ST ORY is full of Examples of Perfons, who
tho’ they have had the largeft Abilities,have been obliged
to infmuate tlicmfflves into the Favour ofgreat Menhtéy
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