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‘ thefe trivial Accompliftunents; as the complete Gentle- 
‘ man, in fome of our modern Comedies, makes Kis firft 
‘ Advances to his Miftrefs under the difgulfe of a Painter, 
‘ or a Dancing-Mafter.

‘ T H E  Difference is, that in a Lad of Genius thefe 
‘ are only fo many Accomplilhments, which in another 
‘ are Effentials ; the one diverts himfelf with them, tlie 
‘ other works at them. In fhort, I lookuponagreatGe- 
‘ nius, with thefe little Additions, in the fame Light as I 
‘ regard the Grand Seignior, who is obliged, by an exprefs 
‘ Command in the Alcoran, to learn and praftife fome 
‘ Handicraft Trade. Tho’ I  need not to have gone for my 
‘ Infbince farther than Germany, where feveral Emperors 
‘ have voluntarily done the fame thing. Leopold the laft 
‘ worked in Wood ; and I have heard there are feveral 
‘ handicraft Works of his making to be feen at Vienna 
‘ fo neatly turn’d, that the beft Joiner in Europe might 
‘ fafely own them without any Difgrace to his Profeffion.

.‘ I would not be thought, by any thing I have faid, 
‘ to be againft improving a Boy’s Genius to the utmoft 
‘ pitch it can be carry’d. Wliat I would endeavour to 
‘ fhew in tliis Effay,is, that there may be Methods taken 
‘ to make Learning advantageous even to the meaneft 
‘ Capacities.

I  am, S I R ,
Y T ours , te c .

N® 354. Wednefdayy A p r il 16.

Cum magnis <virtutihus offers
Grande fupercilium.- 

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ ^  OU have in fome of your Difcourfes defcrib’d molt‘ Y forts of Women in their diftina and proper Claf- 
* fes, as the the Coquet, and many others; but
‘ I think you have never yet faid any thing of a Devotee. 
‘ A Devotee is one of thofe who difparage Religion by their

‘ mdif-
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indifcreet and unfeafonable Introduftion of tlie Men­
tion of Virtue on all occafions : She profefles Ihe is 
what no body ought to doubt (he is; and betrays the 
Labour (he is put to, to be what (he ought to be with 
Chearfulnefs and Alacrity. She lives in the World, and 
denies her (elf none of the Diverfions of it, with a conftant 
Declaration how inflpid all things in it are to her. She 
is never herfelf but at Church; there (he difplays her 
Virtue, and is fo fervent in her Devotions, that 1 have 
frequently feen her pray herfelf out of breath. While 
other young Ladies in the Houfe are dancing, or play­
ing at (^udtions and Commands, (he reads aloud in her 
Clofet. She fays'all Love is ridiculous except it be Ce- 
leftial; but (he fpeaks of the Paflion of one Mortal to 
another, with too much Bitternefs, for one that had no 
Jealoufy mixed with her Contempt of it. I f  at any 
time (he fees a Man warm in his Addre(Tes to his Mif- 
trefs, (he will lift up her Eyes to Heaven and cry, What 
Nonfenfe is that Fool talking? Will the Bell never ring 
for Prayers ? We have an eminent Lady of this Stamp 
in our Country, who pretends to Amufements very much 

' above the reft of her Sex. She never carries a white 
' Shock-dog with Bells under her Arm, nor a Squirrel or 

Dormoufe in her Pocket, but always an abridg’d Piece'
' of Morality to (leal out when (he is fure of being obfer- 
' ved. When (he went to the (amous Afs-Race (which 
' I muft confefs was but an odd Diverfion to be encoura- 
' ged by People of Rank and Figure) it was not, like 
' other Ladies, to hear thofe poor Animals bray, nor to 
' fee Fellows run naked, or to hear Country Squires in bob 
‘ Wigs and white Girdles make love at the fide of a Coach,
' and cry. Madam, this is dainty Weather. Thus (he de- 
'■ fcribed the Diverfion; for (he went only to pray hear- 
‘ tily that no body might be hurt in the Crowd, and to fee 
' if the poor Fellow’s Face, which was diftorted with Grin- 
‘ ning, might any way be brought to it felf again. She 
‘ never chats over her Tea, but covers her Face, and is 
' fuppofed in an Ejaculation before (he taftes a Sup. This 
‘ oftentatious Behaviour is fuch an OiFence to true Sanfti- 
‘ ty, that it difparages it, and makes Virtue not only una- 
‘ miable, but alfo ridiculous. The Sacred Writings are full 
‘ of Reflexions which abhor this kind of Conduft; and a

‘ Devotee
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« D evo tee  is fo far from promoting Goodnefs, that flie de- 
« tors others by her Example. Folly and Vanity in one 
‘ of thefe Ladies, is like Vice in a Clergyman ; it does 
‘ not onlydebafe him, but makes the inconfiderate Part 
‘ o f the World think the worfe o f Religion.

I  a n t, S I R ,
Tour H u m b le  S e r v a n t,

Hotfpur.

M r .  S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ E N O P H O N , m \ i K  Ihort Account o f the Spar-  
‘ ta n  Commonwealth, fpeaking of the Belmviour
‘ of their young Men in the Streets, fays. There was fo 
‘ much Modefty in their Looks, that you might as foon 
‘ have turned the Eyes of a Marble Statue upon you, as
* theirs; and that in all their Behaviour they were more 
‘ modeft than a Bride when put to Bed upon her Wedding- 
‘ N ig h t: This Virtue, which is always fubjoin’d to M ag-
* nanimity, had fuch an Influence upon their Courage,
* that in Battle an Enemy could not look them in the Face,
* and they durll not but die for their Country.

* W  H  E N  E V  E R I walk into the Streets of London
* and W e fm in j ie r , the Countenances of all the young Fcl- 
‘ lows that pal's by me, make me wilh my felf in S p a r ta  : 
‘ I meet with fuch bluftering Airs, big Looks, and bold 
‘ Fronts, that to a fuperficial Obferver would befpeak a 
‘ Courage above thofe G recians. I  am arriv’d to tliat 
‘ Perfeftion in Speculation, that I  underlland the Lan- 
‘ guage of the Eyes, which would bea great Misfortune to
* me, had I  not corredled the T  eftinefs of old Age by Phi- 
‘ lofophy. There is fcarce a Man in a red Coat who does 
‘ not tell me, with a full Stare, he’s a bold Man ; I  fee 
‘ feveral fwear inwardly at me, without any Offence of
* mine, but the Oddnefs of my Perfon: I  meet Contempt 
‘ in every Street, exprefs’d in different Maniitrs, by the 
‘ fcornful Look, the elevated Eye-brow, and the fwelling 
‘ Noftrils of the Proud and Profperous, T he Prentice 
‘ fpeaks his Difrefpeft by an extended Finger, and the 
‘ Porter by ftealing out his Tongue. I f  a Country Ger.- 
f tleman appears a little curious in obferving the Edifices, 
‘ Signs, Clocks, Coaches, and Dials, it is not to be ima-

‘ gined
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