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N® 357. Saturday, A p r il 19.

• ^ i s  talia fando
‘Temperet a lachrymis ? Virg.

T H  E tenth Book of Paradife Loft has a greater va­
riety of Perfons in it than any other in the whole Po­
em. The Author upon the winding up of his Aftion 

introduces all thofe who liad any Concern in it, and 'Ihews 
with great Beauty the Influence which it had upon each 
of them. It is like the lall Aft of a well-written Trage­
dy, in which all who had a part in it are generally drawn 
up before the Audience, and reprefented under thofe Cir- 
cumftances in which the Determination of the Aftion 
places them.

I  lhall therefore confidcr this Book under four Heads, 
in relation to the Ccleftial, the Infernal, the Human, and 
the Imaginary Perfons, who have their refpeftive Parts 
allotted in ir.

T  O begin with the Celeftial Perfons; The Guardian 
Angels of Paradife are defcrib’d as returning to Heaven 
upon the Fall of Man, in order to approve their Vigilance; 
their Arrival, their Manner of Reception, with the Sorrow 
which appear'd in themfelves, and in thofe Spirits who ar^ 
faid to rejoice at the Converflon of a Sinner, are very fine­
ly laid together in the following Lines.

XJp into Heandn from Paradife in hafte 
7h' Angelick Guards afcended, mute andfad 
For Man ; for of his State by this they knew;
Much nuond'ring ho-w the fubtle Fiend hadftd'a  
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th' unwelcome News 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven-Gate, difpleas'd 
A ll were who heard: dim Sadnefs did not fpare 
That time Celeftial Vifages; yet mixt 
With Pity, violated not their Blifts.
About the new-arriv d, in multitudes
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9%’ JEthe.real People ran, to hear and knonu 
How all befel: ney  tow'rdi the Throne fupremt 
Accountable made hajie, to make appear 
With righteous Plea, their utmoji njigilance.
And eajily approm'd ; when the mofl High 
Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud 
Amidjl, in thunder utter'd thus his ’voice.

T H E  fame Divine Perfon, who in the foregoing Part* 
of this Poem interceded for our firft Parents before their 
Fall, overthrew the Rebel Angels, and created the World, 
is now reprefented as defcending to Paradife, and pro­
nouncing Sentence upon the three Offenders. The Cool of 
the Ev'ening, being a Circumllance with which Holy W rit 
introduces this great Scene, it is poetically defcribed by our 
Author, who has alfo kept religioufly to the Form of 
Words, in which the three feveral Sentences were paffed 
upon Adam, Eve, and the Serpent. He has rather cho- 
len to negleft the Numeroufnefs of his Verfc, than to 
deviate from thofe Speeches which are recorded on this 
great Occafion. The Guilt and Confufion of our firll: Pa­
rents handing naked before their J udge, is touched with 
great'Beauty. Upon the Arrival of Sin and Death into the 
Works of the Creation, the Almighty is again introduced 
as fpcaking to his Angels that furrounded him.

See ! with what heat tbefe Dogs of Hell advance.
To wafie and havock yonder World, which I  
So fa ir  and good xreated i &c.
T H E  following Paffage is form’d upon that glorious 

Image in Holy W rit, which compares the Voice of an in­
numerable Hoft of Angels, uttering Hallelujahs, to the 
Voice of mighty Thunderings, or of many Waters.

He ended, and the Heav'nly Audience loud 
Sung Hallelujah, as the Sound of Seas,
Through Multitude that fung: Ju ft are thy Ways, 
Righteous are thy Decrees in all thy Works,
Who can extenuate thee ? ---------
T  H O’ the Author in the whole Courfe of his Poem,' 

and particularly in the Book we are now examining, has 
infinite AUufions to Places of Scripture, I have only taken

notice
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notice in my Remarks of fuch as are of a Poetical Nature* 
and which are woven with great Beauty into the Body o^ 
this Pable. O f this kind is that Pali^ge in the prefenc 
Book, where defcribing Sin and Death as marching tlirg’ 
the Works of Nature, he adds,

■ ' B e h in d  her D e a th
C lofe fo llonuing pace f o r  pa ce , not m ounted  y e t
O n  h is  p a le  H orfe •

Which alludes to that Pallage in Scripture fo wonderfully 
Poetical, and terrifying to the Imagination. A n d  I  look'd  
a n d  behold a  p a le  H orfe , a n d  h is  N a m e  th a t  f a t  on h im ,  
•w as Death, aWHellfo llo n u ed  woith h i m : a n d  P o m e r  •w as 
g i'ven  unto th em  o v e r  the  fo u r th  P a r t  o f  th e  E a r th ,  to  
k i l l  •w ith  S<word, a n d  •w ith  H unger, a n d  •w ith  S ic ln e /s , 
a n d  •w ith  th e  B ea fts  o f  the  E a r th . Under this firft Head 
of Celeftial Perfons we mull likewife take notice of the 
Command which the Angels receiv’d, to produce the feve- 
ral Changes in Nature, and fully the Beauty of the Crea­
tion. Accordingly they are reprefented as infefting the 
Stars and Planets with malignant Influences, weakning the 
Light of the Sun, bringing down the Winter into the 
milder Regions of Nature, planting Winds and Storms in 
feveral Quarters of the Sky, lloring the Clouds with Thun­
der, and in fliort, perverting the whole Frame of the Uni- 
yerfe to the Condition of its criminal Inhabitants. As this 
is a noble Incident in the Poem, the following Lines, in 
which we fee the Angels heaving up the Earth,and placing 
it in a different Pofture to the Sun from what it had before 
the Fall of Man, is conceived with that fublime Imagina­
tion which was fo peculiar to this great Author.

Some fa y  he h id  h is  Angels tu rn  a fcan fe  
‘The Poles o f  E a r th  fw ic e  ten Degrees a n d  more 
F rom  th e  S u n 's  A x le - , they •w ith  Labour p u jh 'd  
O blique th e  C cn trick  G lo b e---- ------  ,
W  E are in the fecond place to confider the Infernal 

Agents under the view which M ilto n  has given us of 
them in this Book. I t  is obferved by thofe who would 
fet forth the Greatnefs of V ir g il 's  Plan, that he conduds hi* 
Reader thro’ all the Parts of the Earth which were difeo- 
ver’d in his time, A f a ,  A fr ic , and Europ arc the feveral 
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Scenes of his Fable. The Plan of M ilto n 's Poem is of an 
infinitely greater Extent, and fills the Min'd with many 
more aftonilhing Circumftances. S a ta n , having furround- 
ed the Earth feven times, departs at length from P a ra d ife .  
We then fee him fleering his Courfe among the Conflella- 
tions, and after having traverfed the whole Creation, 
purfuing his Voyage thro’ the C haos, and entring into his 
own infernal Dominions.

H IS  firft Appearance in the Aflembly of fallen Angels, 
is work’d up with Circumftances which give a delightful 
Surprife to the Reader; but there is no Incident in the 
whole Poem which does this more than the Transforma­
tion of the whole Audience, that follows the Account their 
Leader gives them of his Expedition. The gradual 
Change of S a ta n  himfelf is defcrib’d after OnsicTs manner, 
and may vie with any of thofe celebrated Transforma­
tions which are look’d upon as the moft beautiful Parts in 
that Poet’s .Works. M ilto n  never fails of improving his 
own Hints, and beflowing the laft finilhing Touches to 
every Incident which is admitted into his Poem. The un- 
expefted Hiis which rifes in thisEpifode, the Diinenfions 
and Bulk of S a ta n  fo much fuperior to thofe of the Infer­
nal Spirits who lay under the fame Transformation, with 
the annual Change which they are fuppofed to fulFer, are 
■Jnftances of this kind. The Beauty oftheDiftion is very 
remarkable in this whole Epifode, as I have obferved in 
the fixth Paper of thefe Remarks the great Judgment with 
which it was contrived.

T H E  Parts of A d a m  and E<ve, or the human Perfons, 
come next under our Confideration. M ilto n 's Art is no 
where more Ihewn than in his condufting the Parts of 
thefe our firft Parents. The Reprefentation he gives of 
them, without falfifying theStory, is wonderfully contriv’d 
to influence the Reader with Pity and Compaflion towards 
them. Tho’ A d a m  involves the whole Species in Mifery, 
his Crime proceeds from a Weaknefs which every Man is 
inclin’d to pardon and commiferate, as it feems rather 
the Frailty of human Nature, than of the Perfon who of­
fended. Every one is apt to excufe a Fault which he him­
felf might have fallen into. It was the fixcefs of Love 
for E w ,  that ruin’d A sla m , and his Pofterity. I need not 
add, that the Authoris juftifiedin this Particular by many

of
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of the Fathers, and the moft orthodox Writers. Milton 
has by this means fill’d a great Part of his Poem with 
that kind of Writing which the French Criticks call the 
‘Tender, and which is in a particular manner engaging to 
all forts of Readers.

A  D A M  and Eve, in the Book we are now confidcring, 
are likewife drawn with fuch Sentiments as do not only 
intereft the Reader in their AfHidlions, but raife in him 
the moft melting Pafiions of Humanity and Commifera- 
tion. When Adam fees the feveral Changes in Nature 
produced about him, he appears in a Diforder of Mind 
fuitable to one who had forfeited both his Innocence and 
his Happinefs ; he is filled with Horrour, Remorfe, De- 
fpair ; in the Anguifh of his Heart he expoftulates with 
his Creator for having given him an unasked Exiftence.

Did I  requejl thee. Maker, from my Clay 
‘To mould me Man ? did 1 foUcite thee 
From Darknefs to promote me ? or here place 
In this delicious Garden ? As my Will 
Concurrd not to my Being, 'tnvere but right 
And equal to reduce me to my Dufl,
Dejirous to refign, and render hack 
A ll I  receiv'd---------
H  E immediately after recovers from his Prefumption, 

owns his Doom to be juft, and begs that the Death which 
is threatned him may be inflifted on him.

Why delays
His Hand to execute, nuhat his Decree 
Fix'd on this day ? Why do 1 overlive?
Why am I  mock'd with Death, and lengthett d out 
‘To deathlefs Pain ? hovo gladly would 1 meet 
Mortality my Sentence, and he Earth 
Jnfenfible I how glad vjould lay me dovjn,
As in my Mother's Lap ? there Jhokd 1 reft •
And fleep fecure ', his dreadful Voice no more 
Would thunder in my Ears: no fear of worfe 
To me and to my Offspring, would torment me 
With cruel Expedlation-----------
T H I S  whole Speech is full of the like Emotion, and 

varied with all thofe Sentiments which we may fuppofe na- 
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tural to a Mind fo broken and difturb’d. I  muft notomic 
that generous Concern which our firft Father fhews in ii 
for his Pollerit/,and which is fo proper to afFedi the Reader.

Bide me from the Face
O f  God, ^'hom to behold ’was then my height 
O f Happinefs /  yet ‘well, i f  here 'would end 
‘The Mifery, I  defer'v'd it, and ‘would bear 
My 0‘wn Defervings ; but this 'will not fer 'v t} 
A ll that I  eat, or drink, or Jhall beget 
Is propagated Curfe. O Voice once heard 
Delightfully, Increafe Multiply j 
Jdonx) Death to hear ! ■ ■ ■ ------- -

■ In me all
Tofterity fiands curf ! Fair Patrimony,
^hat I  muf lea've ye. Sons /  O -were I  able 
*Fo ivafe it all my fd f ,  and lea've you none I 
So difnherited, how •wouldyou hlefs 
Me now your Curfe ! Ah, 'why jhould all Mankind 
For one Man's Fault, thusguiltlefs be condemn'd, 
Jfguiltlefs ? But from me •what can proceed 
But all corrupt - ' ■

W H O  can afterwards behold the Father of Mankind 
extended upon the Earth, uttering his midnight Com­
plaints, bewailing his Exiftence, and wilhing for Death, 
without fympathizing with him in his Diltrels ?

‘Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud,
*Ihrd the f i l l  Night; not now, ( as ere Manfell)  
Wholfom, and cool, and mild, but •with black Air 
Accompanied, •with Damps and dreadful Gloom ; 
Which to his evil Confcience reprefented 
A ll things •with double ‘Terror. On the Ground 
Outjlretch'd he lay, on the cold Ground I and ofi 
Curs'd his Creation ; Death as oft accus'd 
O f tardy Execution---------
T H E  Part of E'vem this Book is no Icfs paflionate, and 

apt to fway the Reader in her Favour. She is reprefented 
with great Tendernefs as approaching Adam, but is fpurn'd 
from him with a Spirit of Upbraiding and Indignation, 
conformable to the Nature of Man, whofe Paffions had 
now gained tJie Dominion over him. The following Paf-
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fage, wherein flie is defcribed as renewing her Addrelle* 
to him, with the whole Speech that follows it,’have fomc- 
thingin them exquifitely moving and pathetick.

He added not, and from her turn'd: But Eve 
Not fa repulft, nuith Tears that ceas'd not fiovjingy 
And Treffes all diforder'd, at his feet 
Fell humble", and esnbracing them, befought 
His Peace, and thus proceeded in her Plaint.

Forfake me not thus, Adam! Witnefs Heam'it 
What Low fincere, and Reaj'rence in my Heart 
1 bear thee, and unnxseeting hanje offended.
Unhappily deceiv'd ! Thy Suppliant 
1 beg, and clafp thy Knees', bereave me not 
( Whereon I  live! )  thy gentle Looks, thy Aid,
Thy Counfel in this uttermofi Difrefs,
My only Strength, and Stay! Forlorn of thee.
Whither foall I  betake me, where fubfift?
While yet vie live, ( [caret one Jhort Hour perhaps j  
Between us two let there be peace. See.

A D A  M 's Reconcilement to her is work’d up in the 
• fame Spirit of Tendernefs. Bve afterwards propofes to 

her Husband, in the Blindnefs of her Defpair, that to pre­
vent their Guilt from defeending upon Pofterity they 
fhould refolve to live Childlefs; or, if that could not be 
done, they fhould feek their own Deaths by violent Me­
thods. As thofe Sentiments naturally engage the Reader 
to regard the Mother of Mankind with more than ordinary 
Commiferation, they likewife contain a very fine Moral. 
The Refolution of dying to end our Miferies, does not 
iliew fuch a degree of Magnanimity as a Refolution to 
bear them, and fubmit to the Difpenfations of Provi­
dence. Our Author has therefore, with great Delicacy, 
xeprefented Bve as entertaining this Thought, and Adai/i 
as difapproving it, •

W  E are, in the laft place, to confider the imaginary 
Perfons, or Death and Sin, who aft a large Part in this 
Book. Such beautiful extended Allegories are certainly 
fome of the fimefl Compofitions of Genius; but, as I  have 
before obferved, are not agreeable to the Nature of aa 
Heroick Poem, This of Sin and Death is very exquifite 
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in its Kind, if  not confidered as a Part of fuch a W ork. 
The Truths contain’d in it are fo clear and open, that I  
lhall not lofe time, in explaining them ; but lhall only 
obferve, that a Reader who knows the Strength of the E n g -  
lip  Tongue, will be amazed to think how the Poet could 
£ndfuch apt Words and Phrafes to defcribe the Aftions of 
thole two imaginary Perfons, and particularly in that Part 
where D e a th  is exhibited as forming a Bridge over the 
C haos ; a W ork fuitable to the Genius of M ilto n .

S IN  C E the Subjeft I am upon, gives me an Oppor­
tunity of fpeaking more at large of fuch Shadovvy and Ima­
ginary Perlbns as may be introduced into Hcroick Poems,
I  lhall beg leave to explain my felf in a Matter which is 
curious in its Kind, and which none of the Criticks have 
treated of. It is certain H om er and V i r g i l full of ima-^ 
ginary Perfons, who are very beautiful in Poetry when 
they are juft Ihewn, without being engaged in any Series 
of Aftion. H om er indeed reprefents Sleep as a Perfon, 
and afcribes a Ihort Part to him in his I l ia d , but we 
muft confider that tho’ we now regard fuch a Perlon as 
intirely lhadowy and unfubftantial, the Heathens made 
Statues of him, placed him in their Temples, and looked 
upon him as a real Deity. When H om er makes ufe of 
other fuch Allegorical Perfons, it is only in Ihort Expref- 
iions, which convey an ordinary Thought to the M ind in 
the moft plealing manner, and may rather be looked upon, 
as Poetical Phrafes, than Allegorical Deferiptions. Inftead 
of telling us, that Men naturally fly when they are terrified, 
he introduces the Perfons of F lig h t xmA F ea r , who, he 
tells as, are infeparable Companions. Inftead of faying 
that the time was come when jlpollo ought to have re­
ceived his Recompence, he tells us, that the tiours brought 
him his Reward. Inftead of deferibing the Eftefts which 
M in e r v a 'z  jE g i s  produced in Battle, he tells us, that the 
Brims of it were encompafled by Terror, R o u t, D ifeo rd , 
F u ry , P u r / if l t ,  M ajjfaere, and D e a th . In the fiime Fi­
gure of fpeaking, he reprefents V iU ory as following D io-  
m ed es; D ife o rd va the Mother of Funerals and Mourning v 
V enus as drclTed by the G races; Bellona as wearing Ter­
ror and C onfternation like a Garment. I  might give fe- 
veral other Inftanccs out of H om er, as well as a great 
many Q\xr.<iiVirgil. M ilto n  has likewife very often made
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ufe of the fame way of Speaking, as where he tells us, 
that V iB o ry  fat on the right Hand of the Meffiah when he 
inarched forth againft the Rebel Angels; that at the riling 
of the Sun, the H ours unbarr’3 the Gates of Light i that 
JiiJcord'NZ.% the Daughter of St«. Of the fame nature 
are thofe Exprcflions, where defcribing the fingingotthe 
Nightingale, he adds. Silence w a s  p le a fe d i and upon the 
Meffiah’s bidding Peace to the C haos, Confujion h e a rd  
h is  Voice. I might add innumerable Inllances of our 
Poet’s writing in this beautiful Figure. I t is plairi that 
thefel have mentioned, in which Perfons of an imaginary
Nature are introduced, are fuch fhort Allegories as are not
defigned to be taken in the literal Senfe, but only to con­
vey particular Circumftances to the Reader, after an un- 
ufual and entertaining manner. But when fuch Perfons 
are introduc’d as principal Adlors, and engaged in a Series 
of Adventures, they take too much upon them, and are by 
no means proper for an Fleroick Poem, which ought to 
appear credible in its principal Parts. I  cannot forbear 
tlierefore thinking that S in  and H e a th  are as improper 
Agents in a Work of this nature, as S tren g th  and N ecef- 

f i t y  in one of the Tragedies of E fchylus, whp reprcfented 
thofe two Perfons nailing down Prom etheus too. Rock, for 
which he has been juftly cenfur’d by the greatell Criticks.
I  do not know any imaginary Perfon made ufe of in a 
more fublime manner of thinking than that in one of the
Prophets, who defcribing God asdefcending from Heaven,
and vifiting the Sins of Mankind, adds that dreadful Cir- 
cumllance. Before h im  w e n t  th e  Pejiilence. It iŝ  certain 
this imaginary Perfon might have been deferib d in all 
her purple Spots. The Fe v e r  might have marched before 
her, P a ie  might have flood at her right Hand, 
on lier Left, and H e a th  in her Rear. She might have 
been introduced as gliding down fromtheTail of a Comet, 
or darted upon the Earth in a Flafh of Lightning ; She 
might liavc tainted the Atmofphere with hcj Breath ; the 
ycfy glaring of her Eyes might have feattered Infedlion. 
But I believe every Reader will think, that in fuch fub- 
limeWritings the mentioning of her as it is done in Scrip­
ture, has fomething in it more juft, as well as great, than . 
all that the moft fanciful Poet could have beftovved upon 
her in tlie Richneis of lus Imagination,. L
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