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put it up in his Pocket, and told us that he would read 
over thole Verfes again before he went to Bed. X

N® 360. Wednefdayj A p r il 2^.

De paupertate iacettUi
Plus pofcente fcrent. Hor,

I  Have nothing to do with the Bulinefs of this Day, any 
further than affixing the piece of Latin on the Head 
of my Paper; which I think a Motto not unfuitable, 

fince if Silence of our Poverty is a Recommendation, Hill 
more commendable is his Modefty who conceals it by a 
decent Drefs.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
' I ' H E R E  is an Evil under the Sun which has not 

yet come within your Speculation, and is, the 
Cenfure, Difefteem, and Contempt which fome young 
Fellows meet with from particular Perfons, for the rea- 
fonable Methods they take to avoid them in general. 
This is by appearing in a better Drefs, than may feem to 
a Relation regularly confiftent with a fmall Fortuno; and 
tlierefore may occafion a Judgment of a fuitable Extra­
vagance in other Particulars; But the Difadvantage 
with which the Man of narrow Circumllances afts and 
fpeaks, is fo feelingly fet forth in a little Book called 
the Chrijizan Hero, that the appearing to be otherwife 
is not only pardonable but necclTary. Every one knows 
the hurry of Conclufions that are made in contempt of a 
Perfon that appears to be calamitous, which makes it 
very excufable to prepare one’s felf for the Company 
of thofe that are of a fuperior Quality and Fortune, by 
•appearing to be in a better Condition than one is, fofar 
as fuch Appearance lhall not make us really of worfe.
‘ 1 1 ' is a Jultice due to the Charafterof one who fuf- 
fers hard Reflexions from any particular Perfon upon 
this account, that fuch Perfons would inquire into his

‘ manner
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'  manner of fpending his Time; of which, tho’ nofur- 
‘ ther Information can be had than that he remains fo 
‘ many Hours in his Chamber, yet if this is cleared, to 
‘ imagine thatareafonable Creature wrung with a narrow 
‘ Fortune does not make the bell ufe of this Retirement, 
‘ would be a Conclufion extremely uncharitable. From 
‘ what has, or will be faid, I hope no Confequence can 
‘ be extorted, implying, that I  would have any young 
‘ Fellow fpend more time than the common Leifure 
‘ wliich his Studies require, or more Money than his For- 
‘ tune or Allowance may admit of, in the purfuit of an 
‘ Acquaintance with his Betters : For as to his Time, the 
‘ grofs of that ought to be facred to more fubftantial Ac- 
‘ quifitions; for each irrevocable Moment of which he 
‘ ought to believe he Hands religioufly accountable. And 
‘ as to his Drefs, I  fliall engage my felf no further than 
‘ in the modeft Defence of two plain Suits a Year: For 
‘ being perfeftly fatisfied in Eutrapelus's Contrivance of
* making a Mohock of a Man, by prefenting him with 
‘ lac’d and embroider’d Suits, I would by no means be 
‘ thought to controvert that Conceit, by infinuating the 
‘ Advantages of Foppery. It is an Aflertion which ad- 
‘ mits of much Proof, that a Stranger of tolerable Senfe 
‘ drefs’d like a Gentleman, will be better received by 
‘ thofe of Quality above him, than one of much better 
‘ Pahs, whofe Drefs is regulated by the rigid Notions of 
‘ Frugality. A Man’s Appearance falls within the Cenfure 
‘ of every one that fees hi m; his Parts and Learning 
‘ very few are Judges of; and even upon thefe few, they 
‘ can’t at lirll be well intruded; for Policy and Good-
* Breeding will counfcl him to be referv’d among Stran- 
‘ gers, andto fupporthimfelf only by the common Spirit 
‘ of Converfation. Indeed among the Injudicious, the 
‘ Words Delicacy, Idiom, fine images, Strufture of Pe- 
‘ riods. Genius, fire, and the rell, made ufe of with a 
‘ frugal and comely Gravity, will maintain the Figure of 
‘ immenfe Reading, and the Depth of Criticifm.

‘ A L L  Gentlemen of Fortune, at leaft the young and 
‘ middle-aged, are apt to pride themfelves a little too 
‘ much upon their Drefs, and confcquently to value others 
‘ in fome meafure upon the fame Confideration. With 
‘ wliat Confufion is a Man of Figure obliged to return the

‘ Civilities
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Civilities of the H at to a Perfon whofe Air and Attire 
‘ hardly intitle him to it ? For whom neverthelefs the other 
' has a particular Efteem, tho’ he is alhamed to have it 
‘ challenged in fo publick a manner. I t mull be al- 
‘ lowed, that any young Fellow that affedls to drefs and 
' appear genteelly, might with artificial Management fave 
' ten Pound a Year j as infteadof fine Holland ie  might 
‘ mourn in Sackcloth, and in other Particulars be pro- 

portionably lhabby; But of what great Service would 
' this Sum be to avert any Misfortune, whilft it would 
I leave him deferted by the little good Acquaintance he 

has, and prevent his gaining any other ? As the ap­
pearance of an eafy Fortune is neceffary towards makings 

' one, I don’t know but it might be of advantage 
I fometimes to throw into ones Difeourfe certain Excla­

mations about Bank-Slock, and to Ihew a marvellous 
Surprife upon its Fall, as well as the moil affecled 
Triumph upon its Rife. The Veneration and Rcfpedl 
which the Pradlice of all Ages has preferved to Appea­
rances, without doubt fuggefted to our Tradefman that 

 ̂ wife and politick Cullom, to apply and recommend 
themfelves to the Publick by all thofe Decorations upon 
their Sign-polls and Houfes, which the moll eminent 
Hands in the Neighbourhood can furnilh them w'ith. 
What can be more attradlive to a Man of Letters, than 
that immenfe Erudition of all Ages and Languages, 
which a skilful Bookfeller.in conjundlion with a Painter, 
lhall image upon his Column and the Extremities of 
his Shop ? The fame Spirit of maintaining a handfom 
Appearance reigns among the grave and folid Appren­
tices of the Law (here 1 could be particularly dull in 
proving the Word Apprentice to be fignificant of a Bar- 
riller) and you may eafily dillinguilh who has moll 
lately made his Pretenfions to Eufinefs, by the whitell 
and moll ornamental Frame of his Window : Ifindeed 
the Chamber is a Ground-Room, and has Rails before 
it, the Finery is of necoliity more extended, and the 
Pomp of Buiinefs better maintain’d. And what can be 
a greater Indication of the Dignity of Drefs, than that 
burdenfom Finery w'hich is the regular Habit of our 
Judges, Nobles, and Bifhops, with which upon certain 
Days wc fee them incumbered ) And though it may be

‘ faid
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