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N® 362. Friday, A p r il 25.

Laiidibus arguitur vini rvinofus — Hor.

, s p E c T A T o R, ^Temple, Jpr. 2 4 ;
Friends were this Morning got 

together over a Dilh of Tea in very good Health, 
though we had celebrated Yefterday with more 

‘ Glaffes than we could have difpenfed with, had we not 
been beholden to St’ocke and Hellicvt In gratitude there- 

‘ fore to thofe good Citizens, I am, in the Name of the 
‘ Company, to accufe you of great Negligence in ovep- 
‘ looking their Merit, who have imported true and gc- 
‘ nerous Wine, and taken care that it fliould not beadul- 
‘ terated by the Retailers before it comes to tlve Ta- 
‘ bles of private Families, or the Clubs of honell Fellows. 
‘ I  cannot imagine how a S P E C T A T O R c a n b e  fup’ 
‘ pofcd to do his Duty, without frequent Refumption of 
‘ fuch Subjefts as concern our Health, the lirft thing to be 
‘ regarded, if  we have a mind to relifh any thing elfe. I t  
‘ would therefore very well become your Speftatorial 
‘ Vigilance, to give it in Orders to your Officer for in- 
‘ fpefling Signs, that in his March he would look into 

the Itinerants who deal in Provilions, and inquire where 
‘ they buy their feveral Wares. Ever fince the Deceafe of 
‘ Cully-Mully-Puff of agreeable and noify Memory, £
‘ cannot fay I  have obfervcd any thing fold in Carts, or 
‘ carried by Horfe or Afs, or in fine, in any moving 
‘ Market, which is not periffi’d or putrified ; witnels
* the Wheel-barrows of rotten Raifins, Almonds, Figs,
* and Currants, which you fee vended by d Merchant 
‘ dreffed in a fecond-liand Suit of a Foot-Soldier. You 
‘ Ihould confider that a Child m.ay be poifoned for the 
‘ Worth of a Farthing; but except his poor Parents fend 
‘ to one certain Doftor in Town, they can liave no Ad-.
‘ vice for him under a Guinea. When Poifons are 
‘ thus cheap, and Medicines thus dear, how can you be
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negligent in infpcdling what we eat and drink, or 
take no notice of fuch as the above-mentioned Citizens, 
who have been fo ferviceable to us of late in that particu­
lar ? It was a Cuftom among the old R o m a n s, to do 
him particular Honours who had faved the Life of a 
Citizen; how much more does the World owe to thofe 
who prevent the Death of Multitudes ? As thefe Men 
deferve well of your Office, fo fuch as aft to the detri­
ment of our Health, you ought to reprefent to them- 
felves and their Fellow-Subjefts in the Colours which 
they defen'e to wear. I think it would be for the pub- 
lick Good, that all who vend Wines Ihould be under 
Oaths in that behalf. The Chairman at a Quarter Sef- 
fions (hould inform the Country, that the Vintner who 
mixes Wine to his Cuftomers, lhall (upon proof that 
the Drinker thereof died within a Year and a Day after 
taking it) be deem’d guilty of wilful M urder: and the 
J ury lhall be inftrufted to inquire and prefent fuch De­
linquents accordingly. I t  is no Mitigation of the Crime, 
norwill it be conceived that it can be brought in Chance- 
Medley or Man-Slaughter, upon proof that it fliall appear 
Wine joined to Wine, or right H erefordjh ire'poareA  into 
P o rt O P o rt ; but his felling it for one thing, knowing 
it to be another, mull: juftly bear the forefaid Guilt of 
wilful Murder ; For that he, the faid Vintner, did an 
unlawM Aft willingly in thefalfe Mixture; and is there­
fore with Equity liable to all the Pains to which a Man 
would be, if it were proved he defigned only to run a 
Man through the Arm, whom he whipped through the 
Lungs. This is my third Year at ih eT em p le , and this is 
or fliould be Law. An ill Intention well proved lliould 
meet with no Alleviation,becaufe it out-ran it felf. There 
cannot be too great Severity ufedagainll the Injullice as 
well as Cruelty of thofe who play with Mens Lives, by 
preparing Liquors,whofe Nature, for ought they know, 
maybe noxious when mixed, tho’ innocent when apart: 
And Brooke and H e llie r , who have infured our Safety at 
our Meals, and driven Jealoufy from our Cuijs in Con- 
verfation, deferve theCuftom and Thanks of the whole 
Town; and it is your Duty to remind them of the Obli­
gation. Ia»t> S I R ,

Tour Humble Sernsant,
'i'om. Pottle.
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Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
T Am a Perfon who was long immnrcd in a College, 

read much, faw little ; fo that I  knew no more of 
the World then what a Lefture or View of the ftlap 
taught me. By this means I improved in my Study, but 
became unplcafant in Converfation. By convcrfing ge­
nerally with the Dead, I grew almoft unfit for the So­
ciety of the-Living ; fo by a long Confinement I con- 
trafted an ungainly Averfion to Converfation, and ever 
difeourfed with Pain to my felf, and little Entertainment 
to others. At laft I was in fome meafure made fenfiblc 
of my failing, and the Mortification of never being fpoke 
to, or fpeafing, unlefs the Difeourfe ran upon Books, 
put me upon forcing my felf amongft Men. I imme­
diately affefted the politelt Company, by the frequent 
ufe of which I  hoped to wear off the Ruft I  had con- 
tradled j but by an uncouth Imitation of Men ufed to 
aft in publick, I  got no further than to difeover I  had 
a mind to appear a finer thing than I really was.
‘ S U C H I  was, and fuch was my Condition, when I  
became an ardent Lover, and paffionate Admirer of the 
beauteous Belinda: Then it was that I really began to 
improve. This Paflion changed all my P'ears and Dif­
fidences in my general Behaviour, to the foie Concern of 
pleafing her. I  had not now to ftudy the Aftion of a 
Gentleman, but Love pofTclling all my Thoughts, made 
me truly be the thing I had a mind to appear. My 
Thoughts grew free and generous, and the Ambition to 
be agreeable to her I  admired,.produced in my Carriage 
a faint Similitude of that difengaged Manner of my 
linda. The way we are in at prefent is, tliat flic fees 
my Paflion, and fees I at prefent forbear fpeaking of it 
through prudential Regards. This Refpeft to her fhe 
returns with much Civility, and makes my Value for her 
as little a Misfortune to me, as is confillent with Difcre- 
tion. She fings very charmingly, and is readier to do fo 
at my Requeft, becaufe Ihc knows I love her: She will 
dance witli me rather than another, for the fame rcafon. 
My Fortune mufl: alter from what it is,before lean fpcak 
my Heart to her j add her Circumfiaiiccs arc not con- 
lidcrable enough to mtikc up for the n.irrowfiefs of 

H  2 ‘ m ils.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




