
T'

S p e c t a t o r .
mine. But I  write to you now, only to give you the 

‘ Charafter of Belinda, as a Woman that has Addrefs 
‘ enough to demonftrate a Gratitude to lier Lover, 
‘ without giving him Hopes of Succefs .in his Paffion. 
‘ Belinda has from a great Wit, govern’d by as great 
‘ Prudence, and both adorned with Innocence, the Hap- 
‘ pinefs of always being ready to difeover her real 
‘ Thoughts. She has many of us, who are now her Ad- 
‘ mirers; but her Treatment of us is fo juft and propor- 
‘ tioned to our Merit towards her, and what we are in our 
‘ felves, that I proteft to you, I have neither Jealoufy nor 
‘ Hatred toward my Rivals. Such is her Goodnefs, and 
‘ the Acknowledgement of every Man who admires her, 
‘ that he thinks he ought to believe fhe will take him 
‘ who beft deferves her. I  will not fay that this Peace 
‘ among us is not owing to Self-Love, which prompts 

" ‘ each to think himfelf the beft Deferver : I  think there 
‘ is fomething uncommon and worthy of Imitation in 
‘ this Lady’s Charafter. If  you will pleafe to print my 
‘ Letter, you will oblige the little Fraternity of happy 
‘ Rivals, and in a more particular manner,

S I R ,
Tour mojl humble Servant,

'p  Will. Cymon.

N °  363 . Saturday, April 26 .

Crudelis ubique
Lucius, ubique favor, {S’ flurima Mortis imago. Virg.

M IL J O  N  has Ihewn a wonderful Art in deferibing 
that variety of Paffions which^rife in our firft Pa­
rents upon the Breach of the Commandment that 

had been given them. We fee them gradually palling from 
the Triumph of their Guilt thro’ Rcraorfe, Shame, De- 
fpair. Contrition, Prayer and Hope, to a perfedl and 
eompletc Repentance. At the end of the tenth Book

they

ik
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they are rcprefented as proftrating themfelves upon d\e 
Ground, and watering the Earth with their Tears : To 
which the Poet joins this beautiful Circumftance, that 
they oflFer’d up) their penitential Prayers, on the very 
Place where their Judge appeared to them when he pro­
nounced their Sentence.

.. — They to the place
Repairing n.vhere hejttdg'd them, profirate fe ll
Before him Renierent, and hath C07ifejs'd
Humbly their Faults, and Pardon begg'd, <with Tears
Watering the Ground —---------

T H  E R E is a Beauty of the fame kind in a Tragedy 
oiSophocles, where Oedipus, after liaving put out his own 
Eyes, inftead of breaking his Neck from the Palace- ' 
Battlements (which furnifhes fo elegant an Entertain­
ment for our Englijh Audience) defires that he may be 
condufted to Mount Citheeron, in order to end his Life 
in that very Place where he was expofed in his Infancy, 
and where he Ihould then have died, had the Will of his 
Parents been executed.

A S the Author never fails to give a poetical Turn to hit 
Sentiments, hedeferibes in the Beginning of this Book tlie 
Acceptance which thefe their Prayers met with, in a fliort 
Allegory, form’d upon that beautiful Paflage in holy Writ: 
Jnd  another Angel came and food at the Altar, halving a 
golden Cenfer ; and there nvas given unto him much Incenfe, 
that he jhould offer it voith the Prayers of all Saints upon 
the golden Altar, which was before the Throne ; .And the 
Smoke of the Incenfe which came with the Prayers of the 
Saints, afeended up before God.

■ To Heav'n their Prayers
Flew up, nor mifs'd the Way, by envious Winds 
Blown vagabond or fruftrate ; in they pafs'd 
Dimenfionlefs through heav'nly Doors, then clad 
With Incenfe, where the golden Altar fumed. 
By their great Interceffor, came in fight 
Before the Father's Throne —— ——•

H  3 . WE
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W E have the fame ThougJit exprefied a fecond time 
in tlie Intcrceffion of the Meffiah, wliich is conceived ia 
very emphatical Sentiments and Expreffions.

A iM O N G the poetical Parts of Scripture,\vhich Mil- 
toH has fo finely wrought into this Part of his Narration, 
I mull not omit that wherein E ze k ij! / Ipeaking of the An­
gels who appeared to him in a Vifion, adds, that e-very out 
had four Faces, and that their ’whole Bodies, and their Backs, 
and their Hands, and their Wings, •were fu l l  of Eyes round 
about,

------Tire Cohort bright
O f •watchful Cherubitn, four Faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, all their Shape 
Spangled •with Eyes---------

• T H E  alTembling of all the Angels of Heaven to hear 
the folemn Decree palTed upon Man, is reprefented in very 
lively Ideas. The Almighty is here defcrib’d as remem- 
bring Mercy in the midftof Judgment, and commanding 
Michael to deliver his Meflage in the mildeft Terms, lelt 
the Spirit of Man, which was already broken with th* 
Senfe of his Guilt and Mifery, Ihould fail before liim.

Tet le f they fa in t
jdt the fad Sentence rigoroufy urg'd.
For 1 behold them foftned, and •with Tears 
Be’wailing their Excefs, all Terror hide.
T H E  Conference of Adatn and E've is full of moving 

Sentiments. Upon their going abroad after the melancho­
ly Night which they had palled together, they difeover 
the Lion and the Eagle purfuing each of them their Prey 
towards the Eaftern Gates of Paradife. There is a double 
Beauty in this Incident, not only as it prefents great and 
juft Omens, which are always agreeable in Poetry, but as 
it expreffes that Enmity which was now produced in the 
Animal Creation. The Poet to Ihew the like Changes 
in Nature, as well as to grace his Fable with a noble Pro- 

teprelents the Sun in an Eclipfe. This particular In­
cident has likewife a fine Effeft upon the Imagination of 
the Reader, in regard to what follows j for at the fame 
time that the Sun is under an Eclipfe, a bright Cloud 
defeends in the Weftern Q^rter of tlie Heavens, filled

. with
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with an Hod of Angels and more luminous than the Sun 
it felf. The whole Theatre of Nature is darkneJ, tlrat 
this glorious Machine may appear in all its Luflre and 
Magnificence.

------ ... — Why in the Eajl
Darknefs ere Day's mid-courfe, and morning Light 
More orient in that Weftern Cloud that dranus 
O'er the blue Firmament a radiant White,
And jlovi defiends nxiith fomething Heav'nly fraught P,

He err'd not, for by this the heavnly Bends 
Down from a Sky of jajper lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a Hill made halt}
A  glorious Apparition —------
I need not obferve how properly this Author, who al­

ways fuits his Parts to the AftorS whom he introduces, 
has employed Michael'in theExpulfion of our firft Parents 
from Paradife. The Archangel on this occafion neither 
appears in his proper Shape, nor in that familiar manner 
with which Raphael the fociable Spirit entertained the 
Father of Mankind before the Fall. HlsPerfon, ms Port, 
and Behaviour, are fuitable to a Spirit of the highcil Rank, 
and exquifitely deferib’d in the following Paffage.

______<Th' Archangel foon drew nigh.
Hot in his Shape Celejiial', but as Man 
Clad to meet Man : onjer his lucid Arms 
A  Military Veft of P u r p le  flow' d,
Liwlier than Meliboean, or the 
o r  Sarra, worn by Kings and Heroes old, 
in time of Truce : Iris dip the JVooff:
His ftarry Helm, unhmUed, d hm  prime 
hi Manhood ̂ bere Youth ended ; hy hisfide^
As in a glifiring Zodiacky hung the
Satan’j dire dread, and in his Hand the Speai •
Adam bow'd low, he Kindly from his State 
Inclined hot, but his coming thus declared.
F<ue’s Complaint upon hearing that 

moved from the Garden of Paradife, is wonderful y bcau- 
■ tiful: The Sentiments are not only proper to bic bub- 

jett, but have fomething in them particularly foft and 
womanilh. ^  ^
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MuJ I  then h a w  thee, Paretdife? 17jus leave 
nee, native Soil, thefe happy Walks and Shades.
Fit haunt o f Gods? Where I  had hope to/pend 
^ ie t , ,  though fad, the refpite of that Day 
7hat tnujl be mortal to us both. O FLvP'rs, 
n a t  never viill in other Climate grovj,
My early Viftation, and sny lafl .
J t  Even, vshich I  bred up nvith tender Hand 
From thefirft opening Bud, and gave you Hasnes;
Who novijhall rear you to the Sun, or rank 
Tour Tribes, and voaterfrom th' atnbrofial Fount ?
Thee, lafly, siuptial Bovjer, by me adorn'd 
With what to Sight or Ssnellwas fw ee t; from thee 
How /hall I  part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower World, to this obfcure 
And w ild ? how /hall we breathe in other Air 
Lefs pure, accufom'd to immortal Fruits ?

AD AM 'S  Speech abounds with Thouglits which are 
equally moving, but of a more mafeuline and elevated 
Turn. Nothing can be conceived more fublime and po*, 
tical than the following Pallage in it.

This mojl affliils me, that departing hence 
As from his Face I/hall be hid, deprived 
His blejfed Count'nance; here 1 couldfrequent,
With Worjhip, place by place where he vouchfafed 
Prefence Divine ; and to my Sons relate.
On this Mount he appear'd, under this Tree 
Stood vijible among thefe Pines his Voice 
I  heard, here with him ap this Fountain talk'd:
So many grateful Altars 1 would rear 

«P tvery Stone
O f luftre from the Brook, in memory
Or monument to Ages, and thereon
Offer fweetfmelling Gums and Fruits and Flow'rs.
In yonder nether World where /hall I  feek 
His bright Appearance, or Footfleps trace ?
For though 1 fled him angry, yet recall'd 
To Life prolong'd andprojnifed Race, I  tunu 
Gladly behold though but his utmofl Skirts
O f  Glory, a n d  f a r  o f f  h is  S teps adore.

T H E
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T H E  Ansel afterwards leads ^dam  to the higheft 

Mount oiParadife, and lays before him a whole He- 
mifphere, as a proper Stage for thofe Vifions which were 
to be reprefented on it. 1  have before obferved how the 
Plan of M/7Ws Poem is m many Particulars greater than 
that of the Iliad or JEneid. VirgiFj Hero, m laft of 
thefe Poems, is entertained with a Sight of all thofe who 
are to defccnd from him ; but though that Epifode is juft- 
ly admired as one of the nobleft Defigns in the whole 
^ n e id ,  every one mull allow that this of of a
much higher Nature. Adam's Vifion is not confined to 
any particular Tribe of Mankind, but extends to the

" ' i n  this great Review which Adam takes of all his 
Sons and Daughters, the firll Objefts he is prefented 
with exhibit to him the Story of Cu»» and Abd, which 
is drawn together with much Clofenefs and Propriety of 
Expreflion. That Curiof.ty and "I 
ari fes in Adam at the Sight of the firit dying Man, ie 
touched with great Beauty.

Jh;t haw  Im w feen  Death? is this the way 
1 snufl return to natiw Duji ? O Sight 
O f Terror foul, and ugly to behold.
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel!
T H E  fecond Vifion fets before him tlm Image of 

Death in a great Variety of Appearances._ The Angd, 
to give hinf a general Idea of thofe Efteds whicn ins 
Gm t had broufht upon his Pofterity places before him 
a h  ge Hofpitalor Lazar-Houfe, fill’d wnh Pcrfons ly- 
fng fnder al  ̂kinds of mortal Difeafes. How finely has 
thf Poet told us that the fick Perfons languiflied under 
lingring and incurable Diftempers, by an apt J“^‘- 
S  ufe of fuch imaginary Beings as thofe I  mentioned
in my laft Saturday's Paper.

Dire was the tofing, deep the Groans. Defpair 
Tended the Sick, bufy from Couch to C^icb,
And owr them triumphant Death his
Shook, but delay'd tofinke, though oft inwked
With Vows, as their chief Good and final Hope.
t h e  Paflion which likewife rifes in Adam o n ^  

Occalion, is very natural ̂  «  3 ^
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Sig/jt fo deform, •what Heart of Rock could long 
Dry-eyed behold? Addsa. could not, but •wept,
‘Ihd not of W man born; Compafion quell'd 
His bef o f Man, andga've him up to Tears.
T H E  Difcourfe between the Angel and Adam, which 

follows, abounds with noble hforals.
A S there is nothing more delightful in Poetry than a 

Contrail and Oppofition of Incidents, the Author, after 
"this melancholy ProfpeiS of Death and Sicknefs, raifes up 
a Scene of Mirth, Love, and Jollity. Thefecret Pleafure 
that Heals into Adam's, Heart as he is intent upon this Vi- 
fion, is imagined with great Delicacy. 1 mull not omit 
the Defcription of the loofe female Troop, who feduced 
the Sons of God, as they are called in Scripture.

For that fa ir  female Troop thou fa^w'f, that fe tn id  
O f Goddejfes, fo blithe, fo fmooth, fo gay.
Yet empty of all Good, •wherein confifts 
Woman's domefick Honour and chief Praift;
Bred only and compleated to the tafte 
O f lufiful Appetence, to fing, to dance.
To drefs, and troule the Tongue, and roll the Eye:
To thefe that fiber Race of Men, •whofi Li’vts 
Religious, titled them the Sons of God,
Shall yield up all their Virtue, all their Fame 
Ignobly, to the Trains and to the Smiles 
O f thofi fa ir  Atheifis
T H E  next Vifion is of a quite contrary Nature, and 

filled with the Horrors of War. Adam at the Sight of it 
melts intoTears,and breaks outin tliat paffionate Speech.

- ■ ■■ — ■ O •what are thefe !
Death's Minifers not Men, •who thus deal Death 
Inhumanly to Men, and multiply 
Ten Thoufandfold the Sin of him •who fe-w  
His Brother: for o f •whom fuch Majfacre 
Make they but of their Brethren, Mea o f Men ?

M I  E T O N ,  to keep up an agreeable Variety in liis VI- 
fions, after having raifed in the Mind of his Reader the 
feveral ideas of Terror which are conformable to the De­
fcription of War, palTeson to thofc foftcr images of T ri­

umphs
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umphs and Feftivals, in that Vifion of Lewdnefs and 
Luxury which ufliers in the Flood.

AS it is vifible that the Post had his Eye upon Ovid’i  
Account of tlie univerfal Deluge, the Reader may ob- 
ferve with how much Judgment he has avoided every 
thing that is redundant or puerile in the Latin Poet. 
We tlo nothere fee the Wolffwimming among the Sheep, 
nor any of thofe wanton Imaginations, which Seneca 
found fault with, as unbecoming the great Cataftrophe of 
Nature. I f  our Poet has imitated that Verfe in which 
O'D/W tells us that there was nothing but Sea, and that this 
Sea had no Shore to it, he lias not let the Thought in fuch 
a Light as to incur the Cenfure which Criticks have 
paired upon it. The latter part of that Verfe in Ovid is idle 
and fuperfluous, but juft and beautiful in Milton.

Jamqui mare iff tellus nullum difcrimen habchant.
N il nijipontus erat, deerant qmqut littoraponto. Ovid.

Sea vjithout Shore-
■ Sea cover d Sea,

Milton.

I N  Milton the former Part of the Defcription does 
not forellal tlie latter. How much more great and fo- 
iemn on this Ocaifion is that which follows in out 
Englijh Poet,

________ Jnd in their Palaces
Where Lux'ry late reign'd, Sea-Monjers 'whelp’d 
And Jiabl'd-----—

than that in Ovid, where we are told that the Sea-Calfs lay 
in thofe Places where the Goats were us’d to_ browze f 
The Reader may find feveral other parallel Paflagesin the 
Latin and Engiy^ Defcription of the Deluge, wherein our 
Poet has vifibly the Advantage. The Sky’s being over­
charged with Clouds, the dcicending of the Rains, the 
rifing of the Seas, and the Appearance of the Rainbow, 
are iuch Defcriptions as every one muft take notice of. 
The Circumftance relating to Paradife is fo finely imagi­
ned, and fuimble to the Opinions of many learned Au­
thors, that 1 cannot forbear giving it a Place in this Paper.

__ ■ ‘Then Jtoall this Mount
O f Petrtidife by snight of Waves be mov'd

Otti
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I ;
I t ;

Out of his Place, pujh'd by the horned Flood;
With all his V trdure fpoifd, and Frees adrift 
Down the great Rinser to the op'ning Gulf, 
jind there take root; an I f  and fa it and bare,
Fhe haunt of Seals and Ores and Sea-Mews clang.

T H E  Tranfition which the Poet makes from the 
Vifion of the Deluge, to the Concern it occafioned in 
M am , is exquifitely graceful, and copied after Virgil, 
though the firft Thought it introduces is rather in the 
Spirit of Omid.

How didfi thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
Fhe End o f all thy Offspring, End fo fad.
Depopulation! thee another Flood,
O f  Fears and Sorrow a Flood, thee alfo drowrtd.
And funk thee as thy Sons; 'till gently rear'd 
By th' Angel, on thy Feet thou ftodfi at la f,
Fhd comfortlefs, as when a Father mourns 
His Children, all in view  defray'd at once.

I  have been the more particular in my Quotations out 
of the eleventh Book of Paradife Lof, becaufe it is not 
generally reckoned among die molt Ihining Books ef 
this Poem ; for which Reaibn the Reader might be apt to 
overlook thofe many Paflages in it which deferve our Ad­
miration. Tlie eleventh and twelfth are indeed built up­
on that fingle Circumftance of tlie Removal of our firft 
Parents from Paradife; but tho’ this is not in it felf fo 
great a Subject as that in moft of the foregoing Books, it 
is extended and diverfified with fo many I’urprifmg Inci­
dents and pleating Epifodes, that thefe two lall Books can 
by no means be looked upon as unequal Parts of this Di­
vine Poem. I  muft further adtl, that had not Milton re- 
prefented our firft Parents as driven out o lParadife, his 
Pall of Man would not have been complete, and confe- 
quently his Ailion would have been imperfefl. L

Monday:,
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