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Navibus »tqut
Hor^Sluairigh petimus bine viwre.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

A Lady of my Acquaintance, for whom I have too 
much Refped to be eafy while Ihe is doing an 
indifcreet Aftion, has given occafion to this 

Trouble : She is a Widow, to whom the Indulgence ot 
a tender Husband has intrufted the Management of a 
very great Fortune, and a Son about fixteen, both which 
Ihe is extremely fond of. The Boy has Parts of the mid­
dle fize, ne.itlier Ihining nor defpicable, and has palTcd
the common Exercifes of liis Years with tolerable Ad­
vantage, but is withal what you would call a forward
Youth: By the Help of this lall; Qualification, which 
fcrvesas a Varnifh to all the reft, he is enabled to make 
the bell Ufe of his Learning, and difplay ita t  full 

' length upona.ll Occafions. LallSuminer he diflinguilh-^ 
' ed himfelf two or three times very remarltably, by puz- 
' zUng the Vicar before an Affembly of moll of the 
‘ Ladies in the Neighbourhood; and from fuch weighty 

Confiderations as thefe, as it too  ̂often unfortunately 
‘ falls out, the Mother is become invincibly perfuaded that 
‘ her Son is a great Scholar ; and that to chain him down 
' to the ordinary Methods of Education with others of his 
‘ Age, would be to cramp his Faculties, and do an irrepa-
‘ rablc Injury to his wonderful Capacity.

* I happened to vifit a,t the Lloufe la{l ^  eek, and 
* milling the young Gentleman at the Tca-Xable, where 
• he feldom fails to ofiiciate, could not upon fo c.xtra- 
‘ ordinary a Circumftance avoid inquinng after him. 
‘ My Lady told me, he was gone out with her v^'oman, 
* in order to make fome Preparations for their Equipage, 
‘ for that Ihe intended very fpeedily to carry him to tra- 
‘ vel. IL c  Odduefs of the Expreffion Ihock’d me a lit-
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however, I foon recovered my fclf enough to let 

‘ her know, that all I was willing to underftand by it was,
‘ that llie defign’d this Summer to llicw her Son his 
‘ Eftatc in a dillant County, in which he has never yet 
‘ been. But Ihe foon took care to rob me of that agree-
* able Miftake, and let me into the whole Affair. She 
‘ enlarged upon young Mailer’s prodigious Improve- 
‘ ments, and his comprehenfive Knowledge of all Book- 
‘ Learning; concluding, that it was now high time he 
‘ fhould be made acquainted with Men and Tilings; tliat 
‘ file had refolved he fhould make die Tour of France 
‘ and Italy, but could not bear to have him out of her 
‘ Sight, and therefore intended to go along with him.

‘ I was going to rally her for fo extravagant a Refo-
* lution, but found my felfnot in a fit Humour to meddle 
‘ with a Subjedl that demanded the moll foft and delicate 
'  Touch imaginable. I was afraid of dropping fomething 
‘ that might feem to bear hard either upon the Son’s Abi- 
‘ lities, or the Mother’s Diferetion; being fenfible that iti
* both thefe Cafes, tho’ fupported with all the Powers of 
‘ Reafon, I fhould inftead of gaining her Ladyfhip over 
‘ to my Opinion, only expofe my felf to her Difelleem ;
‘ I therefore immediately determined to refer the whole 
‘ Matterto the Sp e c t a t o r .

‘ W H E N I came to refledlat Night, as my Cuftom is,
‘ upon the Occurrences of the Day, I could not but be- 
‘ lieve that this Humour of carrying a Boy to travel in his 
‘ Mother’s Lap, and that upon pretence of learning Men 
‘ and Things, is a Cafe of an extraordinary Nature, and
* carries on it a particular Stamp of Folly. I did not re- 
‘ member to have met with its Parallel within the Coni- 
‘ pafs of my Obfervation, tho’ I could call to mind feme 
‘ not extremely unlike i t : From hence my Thoughts 
‘ took occafion to ramble into the general Notion of tral- 
‘ veiling, as it is now made a Part of Education. Nothing 
■' is more frequent than to take a Lad from Grammar 
‘ and. Taw, and under the Tuition of fome poor Scholar,
‘ who is willing to be banifli’d for thirty Pounds a Year, 
‘ and a little Vidluals, fend him crying and fniveling into
* foreign Countries. Thus he fpends his time as Chil- 
‘ drendo at Puppet-Shows, and with much the fame Ad- 
‘ vantage, in Haring and gaping at an amazing Variety
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‘ of ftrange things; ftrange indeed to one who is not 
‘ prepared to comprehend the Reafons and Meaning of
* them; whilft he lliould be laying the folid Foundations 
‘ of Knowledge in his Mind, and furnilliing it with juft 
‘ Rules to direft his future Progrefs in Life under fome
* skilful Mafter of the Art of InltrufUon.

‘ C A N  there be a more aftonifliing Thought in Na-
* ture, than to confider how Men Ihould fall into fo pal- 
‘ pable a Miftake ? It is a large Field, and may very well 
‘ exercife a fprightly Genius ; butIdoH’tren)emberyou 
‘ have yet taken a turn in it. I wjfh. Sir, you would 
‘ make People underhand, tliat Traw l is really the laft 
‘ Step to be taken in the Inftitution of Youth ; and to fet
* out with it, is to begin where they Ihould end.

‘ C E R T A I N L Y  the true End of vifiting Foreign 
‘ Parts, is to look into their Cuftoms and Policies, and
* obferve in what Particulars they excel or come ftiort of 
‘ our own; to unlearn fome odd Peculiarities in our Man- 
‘ ners, and wear off fuch aukward Stiffneffes and Affedla- 
‘ tions in our Behaviour, as may poflibly have been con- 
‘ trafted from conftantly affociating with one Nation 
‘ of Men, by a more free, general, and mixed Conver- 
‘ fation. But how can any of thefe Advantages be at- 
'  tained by one who is a mere Stranger to the Cuftoms 
‘ and Policies of his native Country, andhasnot yet fixed 
‘ in his Mind the firft Principles of Manners and Beha- 
‘ viour ? To endeavour it, is to build a gaudy Strufture 
‘ without any Foundation; or, if I may be allow’d the 
‘ Expreffion, to work a rich Embroidery upon a Cob- 
‘ web.

‘ A N O T H E R  End of travelling which deferves to 
‘ be confider’d, is the Improving our Tafte of the bell 
‘ Authors of Antiquity, by feeing the Places where they 
‘ lived, and of which they wrote; to compare the natural 
‘ Face of the Country with the Defcriptions they have gi- 
‘ ven us, and obferve how well the Pifture agrees with the 
‘ Original. This mull certainly be a moll charming Ex- 
‘ ercil’e to the Mind that is rightly turn’d for i t ; befidej
* that it may in a good meafure be made fubfervient to
* Morality, if the Parfon is capable of drawing juft Cotv 
‘ clufions concerning the Uncertainty of human things,
* from the ruinous Alterations Time and Barbarity have

‘ brought
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brought upon fo many Palaces, Cities and whole Coun­
tries, which make the moll illuftrious Figures in Hillo- 
ry And this Hint may be not a little improved by 
eLimining every Spot of Ground that we find celebra­
ted as the Scene of fome famous Adion, or retaining 
any Footlleps of a C ato , Cicero or B ru tu s , or fome fuch 

' great virtuous Man. A nearer View of any fuch Par- 
' ticular, tho’ really little and trifling in it felf, may ferve 

the more powerfully to warm a generous Mind to an
* Emulationof their Virtues, and a greater Ardency of 
' Ambition to imitate their bright Examples, if it comes 
' duly temper’d and prepared for the Impreflion. But 
' tills I believe you’ll hardly think thofe to be, who are
* fo far from entring into the Senfe and Spirit of the An- 
' dents, that they don’t yet underlland their Language
‘ with any Exaftnefs. ,

< B U T  I  have wander’d from my Purpofe, which 
> was only to defije you to fave, if  poflible, a fond Englijh
* Mother, and Mother’s ovon Son, from being fliewn a 
‘ ridiculous Spedacle thro’ the moft polite Partof
* Pray tell them, tliat though to be Sea-fick, or jumbled 
‘ in an outlandifh Stage-Coach, may perhaps be health- 
‘ ful for the Conftitution of the Body, yet it is apt to caufe 
‘ fuch a Dizzinefs in young empty Heads, as too often 
‘ hills their Life-time.

1 am, S I R ,
Ttiir mojl Humile Servant,

Philip Homebred.

■ g  j  B irc h in -L a n e .

‘ T Was marry’d on Sunday lall, and went peaceably 
‘ A to bed; but to my Surprifc, was awakened the next 
‘ Morning by the Thunder of a Set of Drums. 1 hefe
‘ warlike Sounds (methinks) are very improper in a Mar-
‘ riage-Confort, ahd give great Offence; they feem to 
‘ infmuate, that the Joys of this State are fhort and that 
‘ Tars and Difcord Icon enfue. I fear they have been 
‘ ominous to many Matches, and fometimes proved a 
‘ Prelude to a Battle in the Honey-Moon. A Nod from
* you may hufh them; therefore pray, Sir, let them be 
‘ filenced, tliat for the future none but loft Airs may ufli«
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